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| By theKing, 
' A PROCLAMATION, 


For Preventing and Puniſhing 


Immozality and Pzophanenefs: 


WILLIAM KR 


, Hereas We canhot but 
Hy bby be deeply Senſible of the 
exy-=< great Goodnels aad 
Flea Dercy of Almight» 
Wi 3-( God, tn puttitig an End 
- to a Long, Bloody and 
Expenſive War, by the 


4 Concluſion of #n Ho 
nourable Peace; ſo We 

are not teſs touchey with a Reſentment, 
thitandirg this and many on 
Tea 
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A Proclamation. 


great Bleſſings and Deliverances, Jmpte- 
ty, P2ophaneneſs and Jmmozality do fill 
abound in this Dur Kingdom + And where- 
as nothing can p2ove a-greater Diſhonour 
to a well ozdered Government, whEeze 
the Chaiſtian Faith fs Þyofefſed, no2 1s 
likelier to pzovoke God to withd2zaw His 
NYercy and Bleſlings from Us, and in- 
ſtead thereof, to inflict heavy and ſevere 
Judgments upon this Kingdom, than the 
open and avowed J2atice of Utce, Jm- 
mozality and J2ophaneneſs, which amongſt 
many Yen has too much p2evatiled in this 
Dur Kingdom of late Pears, to the high 
Dilpleaſure of Almighty God, the great 
Scandal of Chaiſttanity, and the ill and 
tatal Erample of the reſt of Dur Loving 
Subjects, who have been Soberly Educa- . 
ted, and whoſe Jnclinations would lead 
them to the Exerciſe of Piety and Uirtue, 
did they not Daily find ſuch frequent ana 
repeated Jnſtances of Diflolute Living, 
]2ophaneneſs and Jmpiety, which has in a 
great Meaſure been occaſioned by the 
Neglec of the Yagiſtrates not putting in 
Erecution thoſe good Laws which Have 
been made fo2 Suppzeſſing and Juntiſhing 
thereof, and by the 11! Crample of many in 
Authounty, to the great Diſhonour of God, 
any Repzoach of our Religion : TUhere- 
foe, and fo2 that TUe cannot erpec Jn- 
creaſe 02 Continuance of the Bleflings Ule 
- and Dur Subjects Enjoy, without Þ2ovid- 
ing Remedies to p2event the like evils fo2 

the future, Te think Our Selves _ 
| Y 
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by the Duty We owe to God, ah the 
Care We have. of the People committed to 
Dur Charge, to p2oceed in taking effecual 
Courſe, that Religion, Jtety and Good 
Manners may, accoding to Our hearty 

lire, Flouriſh and Jncreaſe uiver Our 
Adminiſtration- and Goveriiment;z attd be- 
ing thereunto moved by the Ptous Add2eſs 
of the Commons in Parliament Aſſembled; 
We have thought fit, by the Advice of Dur 
Pro Council, to Jſſue this Dur Royal 


20clamation, and do Declare Our Royal 

urpoſe and Reſolution to Difcounte- 
nance and Puniſh all manner of Uice, Tm- 
mozality and P?2ophanenels in all Perſons 
from the higheſt to the loweſt Degree with: 
in this Dur Realm, and particularly in 
ſuch who are Jmployed near Dur Royal 
Jerſon 3 and that fo2 the greater Jncou- 
ragement of Religion and JRmauith, CUe 
will, upon all Dccaſions, Diſtingut ent 
of Piety and Uirtue Ms Marks of Dur 
Royal Favour. And Te do erpect that all 
Perſons of Honour, o2 in Place of Autho- 
rity, will to their utmoſt contribute to the 
Diſcountenancing Men of Diſlolute and 
Debauched Lives, that they being reduced 
to Shame and Contempt, may be enfo2ced 
the ſooner to Refozm their ill Habits and 
J2:actices, that the Diſpleaſure of Good 
Ven towards them, may ſupply what the 
Laws (it may be) cannot wholly 12e- 
vent. And fo? the mo2ze Effectual Refo2m- 
ing theſe Wen, who are a Otlcredit to Dur 
kingdom, Dur _ Y" Pleaſure is, as 

? '{ 
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We do hereby ſtrictly Charge and Com- 
mand all Dur Judges, Bayo2s, Sherifts, 
uſtices of the Peace, and all other Dur 
fficers and Miniſters, both Eccleſiaſti- 
cal and Civil, and other Dur Subjegxs, 
whom it may Concern, to be very Utgt- 
lant and Strict in the Diſcovety and the 
Effectual P2oſecution and Puniſhment of 
all Perſons who ſhall be Gutity of Exceſſive 
Danking, Blaſphemy, P2ophane Swear- 
ing and Curling, Lewdneſs, P2ophanation 
of the Lows Oay, 02 other Otſlolute, Jm- 
mozal o2 Otlo2derly Þ2actices, as they will 
anſwer it to Almighty God, and upon Pain 
of Dur Higheſt Dilſpleaſure. And fo? the 
pore Effectuai Joceedings herein, TUe do 
ereby Direc and Command Dur Judges 
of Aſtizes and Juſtfces of Peace, to give 
ſtric — x at the reſpenive Aflizes and 
Seſlions, fo2 the due P2ofecution and Ju- 
niſhment of all {Perſons that ſhall pzeſume 
to Dffend in any the Kinds afozefatd, and 
alſo of all Perſons that, contrary to their 
Duty, ſhall be Remiſs o2 Negligent in ut- 
ting the ſatd Laws in Execution, and that 
they do at their reſpective Aﬀezes and Quar- 
ter Seflions of the Prace, caiiſe this Ogr 
P2oclamatton to be pubtickly Read in. 'D- 
pett Court imimnediately befaze the Charge 
is given. And We Do (hereby further 
Charge and Command every Brniffex fi 
his refpecative Pariſh 02. Chapel, to Bead 
02 caule to be Read this'Dur J2oelaniatt- 
on, at leaſt Four times. in every Pear, m- 
mediately after Divine Service, and fo = 
cite 


C 
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| Cite and ſfir up their reſpective Auditozies 
to the P2adice of JPiety and Uirtue, and 
the Avoiding of all Jmmozality and 20- 
phaneneſs. And to the end that all Uice 
and Debauchery may be P2evented, and 
Religfon and Uirtue ÞP2atiſed by all Dfft- 
cers, P2ivate Solofers, Mariners 02 0- 
thers, who are Jmployed in our Service, 
either by Sea 92 Land, We do hereby ſtric- 
I» Charge and Command all Dur Com- 
manders and Dfficers whatſoever, That 
they do take Care to Avoid all J2ophane- 
neſs, at by the Piet other Jmmozaltties, 


and that by the Ptety and Uirtue of their 
own Lives and Converſations they do ſet 
good Eramples to all ſuch as are under 
their Authozity, and likewiſe to take Care 
and Jnſfpect the Behaviour and Manners 
of all ſuch as are under them, and to Ju- 
niſh all thoſe who ſhall be Guilty. of any the 
Dffences afozeſaty. And whereas ſeveral 
Clicked and Þy2ophane Perſons have pee- 
ſumed to Pzint and Publiſh ſeveral Per- 
nicious Books and Pamphlets, which con- 
tain in them Jmptous Ooctrines againſt the 
Holy Trinity and other Fundamental Ar- 
ticles of Our Faith, tending to the Sub- 
verſion of the Chaiſftan Religton, therefo2e 
fo2 the Puniſhing the Autho2s and Publiſh- 
ers thereof, and fo2 the eventing ſuch 
JImptous Books and JIamphlets _w 3 
iſhed 02 Painted fo2 the future, Te do 
hereby ſtrialy Charge and P?ohibit all Per- 
- fons that they do not pzefume to Waite, 
= Paint 02) Publiſh any ſiich Pernicious 

A 3 Books 
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Books 02 Pamphlets, under the Pain of - 
Jticurring Dur High Dilpleaſure, and of be- 
ing Puniſhed accodding to the utmoſt Se- 
verity of the Law. And We do hereby 


| ffricnly Charge and Require all Dur Lovin 


Subjects to Diſcover and App2ehend ſuc 
JPerſon and Perſons whom they ſhall know 
to be the Autho2s o2 Publiſhers of any ſuch 
Books 02 Pamphlets , and to bzing them 
befoze ſome Juſtice of Jeace 02 Chief Ya- 
giſtrate, in 02der that they may be ]P2oceeded 
againſt accozding to Law. 


Given at Our Court at Kenſington the Four and 
twentieth Day of February, 1697. In the Tenth 
Year of Our Reign. 


(God fave the K ING. 


IO 


HER LATY 


MA[ESTIES 


GRACIOUS 


LEI TER 


( In the Abſence of the K I N G,) 


To the Tuſtices of the Peace in the County 


of Middleſex, July 9g. 1691. 
For the Suppreſſing of 


P2ophaneneſs and Debauchery. 


6 MT and Well-Beloved, 
ArP-SS We Greet you well. Con- 
b fidering the great and 


E indiſpenſable Duty ils 


mote —— encourage 4 Reformation of the 


*A 4 Manners 
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Manners of all Our Subje&ts, that ſo the 
Service of God may be Advanced, and 
thoſe Bleſſengs be procured to theſe Nati- 
ons, which always attend a Conſcienti< 
OHS diſc harge of our rej pective Duties, 
according to our ſeveral Relations :; IWe e 
think it neceſſary, in order to the obtain» 
ing af this Publick Good, to recommend 
to you the putting im Execution, with 
all fidelity and impartiality, thoſe Laws 
which have been made, and are ſtill in 
fo: -* againſt rhe Prophanation of the 
Lord's-day, Drunkenneſs, Prophane 
Swearing and Curling, ard all other 
Lewd, Enormous, and Diſorderly Pra- 
ices, which, by a long continued neg 
Ie, ny connivance of the Magiſtrates 
__ Officers concerned, have univerſally 
ſprea# themſelves to the diſhonour of 
God, and ſcandal of our Holy Religion, 
whereby it is now become the more ne- 
ceſſary far all Perſons in Authority to 
apply themſelves with all poſſible care 
and diligence to the ſuppreſſi ng of the 
ſame. We do therefore hereby charge 
and 


The Queens Letter. 


and require Ton, to take the moſt effeinal 
Methods for putting the Laws in Execu- 
tion againſt the Crimes above-mentioned, 
and all other Sins and Vices, particular- 
ly thoſe which are moſt prevailing in 
this Realm, and that eſpecially in ſuch 
caſes whexe any Officer of Juſtice ſhall 


be guilty of any of thaſe Offences, or ve- 


fuſe or negle& to diſcharge the Duty of his 


Place for the ſuppreſſing them, that ſo 
ſuch Officer by bis Puniſhment, may ſerve 
for an Example to others. And to this 
end, We would have you careful and di- 
ligent in encouraging all Conſtables, 
Church-Wardens, Headboroughs, and 
all other Officers and Perſons whatſo- 
ever, to da their part in their ſeveral 
Stations, by timely and impartial In- 
formations, and Proſecutions againſt all 
ſuch Offenders, for preventing of ſuch 
Tudgments which are ſolemnly denoun- 
ced againſt the Sins above-mentioned. 
We cannot doubt of your Performance bere- 
of, fince it is a Duty to which you are 
obliged by Oath, and are likewiſe en- 
ped ; gaged 


The Queens I etter. 
gaged to the diſcharge of It, as you 
tender the Honour of Almighty God, 
the flouriſhing condition of his Church 
in this Kingdom, the continuance of 
His Holy Religion among Us, and 
the Proſperity of Your Country ; And 
fo We bid you Farewell. 


Given at Our Court at White-Hall, 
the Ninth Day of 7uly, One 
Thouſand Six Hundred Ninety 
One, in the Third Year of Our 
Reign. 


By Her Majeſties Command, 


To Our Trufty and Wel|- 
Beloved,the Juſtices of 


the Peace for Our , 
County of Middleſex N ottingham. 
at tZicts's-HJall. 


THE HUMBLE 


ADDRESS 


OF IHE 


Houle of Commons 
1 0s 


'K | N G, 


For rhe Suppreſhng of 


"Prophaneneſs and Vice. 


mag it Pleaſe Your MAJESTY, 

| Ns 2% E Your Mhagjeſties 

IF moſt Duritul and 
" Loyal Subjeds, the 


Commons in Par- 


an 2 liament Aſſembled, 
2: © Fe; Do, with orcat Joy 
F and Comfort, re- 
Hg the. many Teſtimonies which 


Your 


i JP! Il! l, 


The Houſe of Commons Addreſs. 


Your Majeſty hath given us of Your 
Sincerity and Zeal for the True Re- 
formed Religion, as Eſtabliſh'd in this 
Kingdom : And in particular, we beg 
leave to preſent to Your Majeſty, our 
moſt Humble and Thankful Acknow- 
ledgments, for the late Gracious De- 
claration Your Majeſty has made to 
us from the Throne ; That You would 
effeQually diſcourage Prophaneneſs and 
Immorality, which chiefly, by the Neg- 
ſet and1ll Example of too many Magi- 
ſtrates, are, like a general Contagion, 
diffuſed Ind {ſpread throughout the 
Kingdom, to the great Scandal and Re- 
proach of our Religion, and to the 
Diſhonour and Prejudice of Your Ma- 
jeſties Government. 

Theretore,in Concurrence with Your 
Majeſties lacs Intentions, we do moſt 
humbly Deſire, That Your Majeſty 
would Iflue out Your Royal Procla- 
mation, Commanding all Your Maje- 
ſties Judges, Juſtices of the Peace, and 
other Magiſtrates, to put in ſpeedy 


Execu- 


The Houſe of Commons Adareſs. 
Execution, thoſe pood Laws that are 
now in Force, againſt Prophaneneſs 
and Immorality ; giving due Incovrage- 
ment to all ſuch as do their Duty 
therein: And that Your Majeſty 
would be Pleaſed, to Require from 
Your Judges and Juſtices of Afize, 
from time to time, an Account of fuch 
their Proceedings. 

And fince the Examples of Men m 
High and Publick Stations, have a 
Powerful Influence upon the Lives of 
others; we do moſt humbly befeech 
Your Majeſty, That all Vice, Pro- 


” phaneneſs and Irreligion, may in a 


particular manner be Diſcouraged in 
all thoſe who have the Honour to be 
Employed near Your Royal Perſon; 
and in all others who are in Your 
Majeſties Service, by Sea ard Land; 
Appoirnting Strict Orders to be given 
to all Your Commanders, That they 
not only thew a Good Example them- 
lelves, but alto Inipedt the Miznners of 
thoſe under them; And thar Your 

| Majelty 


The Houſe of Commons Addreſs. 


Majeſty would,. upon all Occaſions, 
diſtinguiſh Men of Piety and Virtue, 
by Marks of Yaur Royal Favour. 

We do further, in all Humility, 
beſeech Your Majeſty, That Your 
Majeſty would give ſuch EfteQual Or- 
ders, as to Your Royal Wiſdom ſhall 
ſeem fit, for the Suppreſling all Perni- 
cious Books and Pamphlets, which con- 
tain in them Impious Doctrines againſt 
the Holy Trinity, and other Funda- 
mental Articles of our Faith, tending to 
the Subverſion of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion and that the Authors and Puhb- 

1ſhers thereof, may be Dilcountenan- 
ced and Puniſhed. 

And we do alſo moſt humbly be- 
ſeech Your Majeſty, That Your ſaid 
Proclamation may be Ordered to be 
Read at leaſt Four times in the Year, 
in all Churches and Chapels, unme- 
diately after Divine Service; and at 
the Afſizes and Quarter-Seflions of the 
Peace, juſt before the Charge 1s given, 


We 


The Houſe of Commons Addreſs. 
We preſent to Your Majeſty, this 
our moſt Humble ADDRE SS, pro- 
ceeding from our Duty and Zeal for 
the Glory of God, and to the end thar 
all our >! Anh may be bleſs'd by his 
Divine Aſſiſtance, and may produce 
Honour, Safety and Happineſs, with 
all the Bleflings of a Laſting Peace, 
to Your Majeſty, and Your People. 


( T'x* ) 


Tothe AUT HOR. 


S1R, 


E have peruſed the 
Book you fent us, 
Entiruled An Ac- 


count of the Societies for Reforma- 


| . tion of Manners ; the Deſign of 


which is ſo truly Great and No- 
ble, ſo much for the Honour of 
God, the Advancement of Pie- 
ty and Virtue, and the publick 
Good both of Church and State, 
that it cannot fail of being ap- 
proved by all good Men. The 
Method likewile propoſed, in or- 
der to the Promoting and Ac- 
compliſhing 


ee OS 


( a 
compliſhing the ſaid Deſign, is, 
We conceive, molt proper, and 
(by the Bleſſing of God artend- 
ing it) moſt likely ro prove et- 
fectual. And that Pious Men 
of all Ranks and Qualities may 
be excited by this good Book ro 
contribute, in their reſpeQtive Pla- 
\ ces and Stations, their beſt En- 
deavours towards a National Re- 
formation of Manners, is the moſt | 


Humble and Hearty Prayer of, 
S I R, 


' Your very Loving Friends 


Pembroke, P| | I. Carliol, 
E ILonkdale E H. Bangor. 
Fs Leeds. =+N.Celtrienl. 
I bedford. Z |E.Glouceſtr: 
| Lindley. 'S Elical, | 


= ww .. yy ow tt. 


+ 


Lords Temporal, 


[Kent, 


| Bridgwater. 


Thaner- 


. [Radnor. 


Abingdon. 

Portland. 

Falconberg, 
W arington. 
R ochford. 

| Say & Sele. 
Longvile. 

| Bergavenny. 

Eaure. 


| Willoughby 


——__A 


Brook. 
Maynard. 


Stratton. 


KK 
X 
%. 


— 


Lords Spiritual, 


of Parham: ' 


| Berkley of 


|]. Briſtol. 
R. Bath & 

Wells. 
]-Ciceſtrienl. 
bj Oxon, 


| 


| 


( **) 
| Dartmouth. | 
Guilford ; 
t Haverſham. | 
| Barnard. 
Digby: 
Allington. 
| Cutts. 


Lords Temporal. 


, | Ed. Ward. 1 
| Ed: Nevill. | 
\ _ _ [Nic. Lechmere 
&+ Tho. Rokeby, 
"| John Turton. 


|} {| John Blencowe. 


Hen- Hatſell. 


An Account of the 
SOCIETIES 


Reformation of Manners, 


I N 


Loxnpon and WesTMINSTER; 
And other Parts of the Kingdomi, exc. 


T may be hoped, That this plain Dif- 
courſe will meet no other Enemies than 
ſuch as are likewiſe Enemies to Religion 
and Virtue, and are loſt to the Senſe of 
Good and Bull, ſince the only De/tzn of 

it is evidently to promote the true Intereſt of 
Religion; and it does not oppoſe any one Man's 
honeſt Advantage, or encounter any common 
Opinion, that I know of, among us : Tie Ob- 
ſervation having been long ſince made, That 
how many Diſputes ſoever there ave been 


rais'd among the too various Denominations 
B of 


Rom.13 4» 


m 
hk L, 
> | 


Hii Account of the Societies 


of Chriſtians; concerning the Power of the M3 
giſtrate in Matters of Religion, with reſpe&t ei-. 
ther to Faith or Worſhip, it hath never been a 
Diſpute, Whether the Magiſtrate hath Power to 
Puniſh Immordlities * The Proſecution of Men 
for their YVices hath never been reckoned Per- 
ſecution. It being as plainly*the Duty of the 
Maziſtrate, from the Word of G OD, which 
obliges him co Execute Wrath upon thoſe that 
do Evil, as tit is evident, from the diſmal 
Effects of Yice and Wickedn?ſs in all Ages, 
that Laws againſt Pzophaneneſs and Dez 
bauchery are neceſſary tor the Preferva- 
tion of Communitzes, as that Piety and Virtue 
are requiſite to their Well-being ; and that un- 
reſtrained Yice and Prophaneneſs are as fatal to 
Publick Societics, as they are deſtruftive to 
Private Perſons. 

But though LAWS are neceſfary to the 
very Being of Communities, and Good Laws to 
their Happineſs ; yet they cannot be ſuppoſed, 
by any Rational Man, to be any more ſuffici- 
ent of themſelves, to procure the Welfare of 
the Body Politick, without Execution, than 
the beſt Medicines can procure the Health 
of the Natural Body, without the Uſe and Ap- 
plicatton of them. 

It therefore the Fxecution of Good Laws be 
neceſſary, as is proved, to the Welfare of Com 
munities; and thoſe that concern Matters of 
Religion, as do thoſe for tiiz Puniſhment of 
Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, are allow'd, in a 


Chriftian 


5 


$ 


i 4 
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for Reformation of Manneys. 3 


| Chriſtian Country, to deſerye the greateſt re- 

ard; the Intereſt of Religion, and the Welfare 

of the Commenity being ſo deeply concerned 
therein, it cannot be a matter of Diſpute, whe- 

ther it becomes Men that call themſelves Chri- 

ſtians, to promote the Execution of ſuch Laws : 

Nay, it cannot be well imagined, how Mcn 

can have a Zeal for the Service of the Grear 

GOD of Heaven and Farth, or can have a 

due Live to Mankind, who have no regard 

to the Fonoar of God, or Welfare of their 
Country ; as {hall hereafter more fully ap- 

ear, 

: Now, what becomes all Men, in their ſe- 

veral Capacities, to do, in the Promoting of 

the Execation of our Laws againlt Pzophane- 

neſs and Debauchery, my Buſinets, in che 

firſt place, is to ſhew is Practicable, and that 

it may be done by us of this Nation ; * and *Admons 
that not only from what was done ſome Years —_ 
ago, in the Times of Zſarpation, but what hath  m_ 
been done within Eight Years paſt, in and quod - ali 
_ this City, and other Parts of the King- Sw Fy 


It is very well known, that in the late rimes 
P2ophane Swearing and Curling ; 
D:unkenneſs, Open -Lewdneſs , and 
P2ophanation of che Lo2d's- Day, were 
generally diſcouraged, and ſuppreſſed. andit is 
as well known, to our Shame, that thoſe Sins 
have not only {ſince revived among us, by rea- 
ſon of the Impunity of Offenders, the Coun- 

B 2 tenance 


' either Shame, or the Fear of the Laws ; ſo that 
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tenance and Preferment they have met with, 
and the Contagion of great and ill Exams 
ples, but have been committed with great 
Impudence, and without Controul ; without 


they, were ſeen and heard at Noon- Day, and in 
our Open Streets ; and as if we were reſolved 
to out-do the Impieties of the very Heathens, 
P rophaneneſs, and even Blaſphemy, was too of- 
ten the Wit and Entertainment of our Scanda- 
lous Play-Houſes, and Sincere Religion became 
the Jeſt and Scorn of our Courts in the late 
Reigns. 

And thus Debauchery diffuſed it ſelf through» 
out the whole Body of the Nation, till, at laſt, 
our Morals were ſo Corrupted, that Yirtue and 
Vice had with too many changed their Names ; 
it was reckoned Breeding to Swear, Gallantry 
to be Lewd, good Humour to be Drunk, and 
Wit to deſpiſe Sacred things; and it was enough 


| to have rendred one ſuſpected of Phaxaticiſm, 


or an abjetneſs of Spirit, and a matter of Re- 

proach, not to ſuffer ones ſelf to be carried 

away with this Torrent of Wickedne/s, and not - 
to glory in thoſe faſhionable Vices. Nay, it 
was thought an unpardonable Rudeneſs, even 
for a Clergy-Man or Magiſtrate, to repreve or 
puniſh one that was Guilty of them, notwith- 
ftanding the Solemn Obligations of their Oaths 
and Yows to do it, And even after the Ac- 
cefhion of His preſent Majeſty ro the Crown, 
tho? Popery immediately vaniſhed, Immorality 
and 
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and Prophaneneſs {till kept their ground, es 
if they expected an Eftabliſhment with our 
Liberties, aſter fo long and Peaceable a Poſ: 
ſeſſion. | 

Reformation was indeed talkt of by ſome 
Perſons as an Excellent thing, and as a proper 
way of Expreſſing our Thankfuſneſs to Al- 
mighty God for his Mercies to this Nation, 
and to procure a Continuance of them to us, 
and to our Poſterjry : But Vice was lookt upon 
as too formidable an Enemy to be provok'd, 
and Publick Reformation was thought To diffi- 
cult an Undertaking, that thoſe that gave it 
very good Words, judged it not ſafe to fer about 
it 1n the time of War, whilſt there were fo 
many in Arms on the other fide ; and there- 
fore they ſeemed to decline the Thoughts of ix 
till we ſhould ſee the End of the uncertain 
War we were ingag'd in; tho they were, I 
conceive, otherwiſe inſtrutted by Ged's ex- 


preſs Command to the Fews. When the Hoſt Deut,21 gi 


goeth forth againſt thine Enemy, then keep thy 
ſelf from every evil thing. When things were 
in this diſmal and almoſt deſperate State, it 
came into the Hearts, it ſeems, of Five or 
Six private Gentlemen of the Church of Enzland, 
to engage in this difficult and hazardous En- 
terprize ; wha conſidering that the higher the 
Tide of Wickedneſs was, the more need there 
was of Oppoſing/it ; that our crying Sins were 
our greateſt Enemies, and moſt threatned. our 
Ruin ; that we have Laws in Force againſt 
B 3 them ; 


a Chron, 
14+ 10, 
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them ; and that they ſhould have the Laws 
of God, with the Prayers of good Men on their 
ſide, reſolved, whatever Difficulties they met 
with, to make their Efforts for Promoting the 
Execution of our Liws againſt Prophaneneſs and 
Debauchery, and the Suppreſſing of them by 
adviſable Methods. 

This was ſuch an Undertaking as we might 
well believe would ſoon alarm the Enemy, 
but which the Patrons of Yice would make 
no doubt to defeat, before any Progreſs could 
be made ; and which the Prudent and Wiſe 
Mz:n of the World, who rely on ſecond 
Cauſes, with roo little regard to the firſt , 
the Almighty Creator and Govcrnor of the 
World, with whom, as King 4/a expreſſes it 
in his Prayer, it is nothing to help, whether 
with many , or-with thoſe that have no power, 
would look on with Pity, if not with De- 
rificn ; and fo it proved, that the Cham- 
pions and Advocates 'of Debauchery put 
themſelves in Array to defend their wretch- 
ed and infamous Libertzes ; they ſet them- 


. ſelves to Ridicule, ro Defame, and to Op- 


poſe this Deſign, and 'to Overthrow the 
Hopes and -Expectations of the Undertakers : 
And ſome others, whom in Charity we would 
not look on as Enemies of Religion and Vir 
tue, tho' we cannot eaſily eſteem them our 
Friends ,”' whoſe' Condu&t has” ſo greatly ob- 
ftructed the Progreſs 'of this Deſign , con» 
fling Human Prudence, or rather Worldly 
SE . "Wiz 2h Fe TEEY EEE. 45 Policy, 

Go 
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Policy, too much, and perhaps their own Obs 
ſigations, too little, were very forward to cen- 
ſure theſe Attempts as the Effe& of an im- 
prudent and an unfeaſonable Zeal ; But not- 
withſtanding a furious Oppolition from Ad- 
verſaries, the i!l Offices of thoſe from whom 
better things might have bcen expected, and 
the unkind Neutrality of Friends, theſe Gextle- 
men, who in a little time began to add ſome 
others to their Number, not only kept their 
Ground, but made farther Advances ; for our 
late Excellent QUEEN, ©: Glorious Me- 
mory, having this Aﬀair laid before Her, in 
the Abſence of the IKing, by a Prelate of great 
Learning and Fame, ( the Jate Lord Biſhop 
of Worceſter ) She had jult Sentiments of it, 
and therefore thought it became Her to give 
it Countenagce ; Sie Graciouſly condeſcend- 
ed to Thank thoſe who were concerned in it, 
and readily promiſed- them Her Afliſtance 3 
and afterwards, upon this Application made . 
to Her Majeſty, She was pleaſed to ſend Her 
Letter to the Juſtices of Middleſex, com- 
manding them to put the Laws againſt Pro- 
phaneneſs and Vice in Execution with all Fide- 
lity and Impartiality ; and to this end, that they 
ſhould be careful and diligent in encouraging all 
Perſons to do their part in giving Informations 
againſt Offenders, as they were. obliged by their 
Oath, as Magiſtrates, to do ; and when there 
was further Occaſion, She ſhew'd She was 
in carneſt ro promote this Deſign, by taking 

—_— 
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other more effeAtual Methods for that pur- 

poſe. But as it may well be ſuppoſed, That 
the Queen's patronizing of theſe Endeavours 
could 'not but give Credit and Strength to 
them ;- fo the Aﬀair, by Her Death (it may 
as eaſily be imagined ) muſt loſe a great Ad- 
vantage : But yet the Loſs (tho' it appeared 
exceedingly great) did not diſcourage thoſe 
that were ingaged in this Enterprize. For as 
they firſt ſet about it with little or no Expecta- 
tion of ſuch a Patroneſs, becauſe they thought 
it would be an acceptable Service to the King 
of Kings, and that it would promote the true 
Intereſts of Religion, and the Welfare of their 
Country: So the ſame Conſiderations obliged 
them to purſue their Deſign with equal Vi- 
gour and Zeal, tho they were deprived of 
ſo great a' Friend and Proteftog. And Di- 
vine. Providence had by this time ſeemed to 
favour their Endeavours, by the great and re- 
markable 'Succeſs that had attended them; 
for Multitudes of Offenders had been by their 
means brought to Puniſhment, The Publick 
Oppoſition that was at firſt made to their Vn» 
dertaking was broke through, ( which the 
Lord Brſhop of G/cuceſter, who hath been a great 
Encourager of this Undertaking, gave an Ac«+ 
count of in Is Vindication of it, which, it may 
be wiſhed, there may never be any further Oc- 
caſion to remember) and the Honeſty of it 
had recommended it to the Virtuous and Un- 
prejudiced part of the Nation,” whom the Ac- 
P* i count 
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count of theſe Matters had reached ; the Ene- 
my, after a ſevere Examination, having not 
been able to diſcover, that any zegal Methods 
had been uſed, or that any ſecular Intereſt 
was purſued by thoſe, who beſtow'd their 
Time and. their Pains in carrying on ſo un- 
grateful and hazardous a Work, as that of 
Reformation will be always found , fince it is 
the Oppoſing of ill Men, in their finful In- 
dulgencies, which are often more deſirable to 
them than their very Lives. With theſe En- 
couragements they proſecuted their Buſineſs, 
increaſing their Number by the Addition of 
Perſons of conſiderable Note, and of the 
beſt Character; ſome of whom, tho' they 
were of different Opinions from thoſe of the 
Eftabliſhd Church, as to ſome Points concern- 
ing Religion, were willing to unite their 
Strength in the common Cauſe of -Chriſtia- 
nity, and engage in ſo Noble a Deſign, that 
had done ſo much Good : By whoſe joint 
Endeavcurs, great Advances have been made 
towards a Reformation of Manners, which is 
_ every Day getting ground, Perſons of wari- 
ous Ranks, ot confiderable Fortunes, and of the 
cleareſt Charafter, offering Aſſiſtance to it, 
not only in and about the City of London, 
but from ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom. 


But fince it hath been long deſired, that 
a more diſtin and clear Yiew may be given 
to the World of this 7ndertaking, and of the 
74 Advances 
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Adwvances of it, which thoſe that have been 
principally concerned in it (fo induſtriouſly 
conſulting Privacy ) have not hitherto been 
prevailed on, by any Temptations, either of 
Vanity or Reſentment, to make publick; be- 
ing more deſirous that it ſhould be known by 
the good Effefs it produces, than by any His 
ftory or Narrative; I ask leave to preſent the 
World with a ſhort Scheme of the Defign, and 
ſome Account of the Managers of it, that the 
well-diſpoſed part of the Nation that have 
hitherto been Strangers to ft may, by the 
Knowledge thereof, be induced to join in fo 
good a Work, and now eſpecially, ſince this 
ConjunQure 1s ſo fayourable'to it, beyond our 
ExpeQtation, 


There is a very large Body of Perſons, 
compos'd of the Original Society before-men- 
tiorſed, with the Additions that have been 
ſince made of Perſons of Eminency in the Law 
Members of Parliament, Juſtices of Peace, an 
conſiderable Cztizens of London of known Abi- 
lities and great Integrity, who frequently 
meet to conſult of the bet Methods for carry- 
ing on the Buſineſs of Reformation, and to be 
ready to adviſe and aſſiſt others that are 
already ingaged, or any that are willing to. 
Join in the ſame Deſign. | 

This Soczety is at a conſiderable Yearly 
Charge for the effeRual managing their Bu- 
{ineſs ; but takes no Ovntributions of qny tas 
Ke T 7 0; NR Hoes 
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their own Members, by whoſe Endeavourg, 
as was ſaid before, Thouſands of Offenders. 
in London and Weſtminſter have been brought 
to Puniſhment for — Drunkenneſs, and 

Prophanation of the Lord*s-Day; and a great 
part of the Kingdom has been awakened, in 
ſome meaſure, to a ſence of their Duty in this 
reſpe, and thereby a very hopeſul Progreſs 
Is made towards a General Reformation. 


A Second Society is of about Fifty Perſons, 
Tradeſmen and others, who have more eſpeci- 
ally applyed themſelves to the Suppreſſion of 
Lewdneſs, by bringing the Offenders to legal 
Puciiſhment : Theſe may have aQtually ſup- 

preſſed and rooted out about Five Hundred, 
Difarderly Houſes, and cauſed to be puniſhed 
fome Thouſands of Lewd Perſons, beſides Swear- 
ers, Drunkards, and Prophaners of the Lord's«.. 
Day, as may appear by their Printed Liſts of 
Offenders. Theſe Perſons, by their prudent 
and legal Management of cheir Buſineſs, have 
received great Countenance and Encourage- 
ment in our Courts of Judicature, and very 
particular Encouragement and Aſſiſtance, for 
ſeveral Years paſt, from the Lord. Mayor and 
Court of Aldermen, who are ſenſible of the great 
Service that is done by them, which they EX= 
prels upon proper Occaſions. Wh 


A Third Society, is of Conſtables, (of which 


ſort of Officers Care i is taken to form Yearly 
, a new 
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a new Body in this -— i, who meet to 
conſider of the moſt Effeftual way to dif- 
charge their Oat»s, to acquaint one another 
with the Dificulties they meet with, to re- 
ſolve on proper Remedies , to divide them- 
ſelves in the ſeveral Parts of the City, fo as 
to take in the whole to the beſt Advantage, 
for the inſpeQing of Diſorderly Houſes, taking 
up of Drunkards, Lewd Perſons, Prophaners 
of the L»rd's-Day, and Swearers, out of the 
Streets and Markets, and carrying them be« 
fore the Magiſtrates; and I muſt obſerve, that 
this is found a very ſucceſsful Method for 
Conſtables to take, for the Suppreſſing of the 
abominable Sin of Swearing, when Private 
Perſons are negligent in giving of 7aformations, 
and the Magiſtrate is careleſs of his Duty. 


A Fourth Rank of Men, who have been 
ſo highly Inſtrumental in this 7ndertaking , 
that they may be reckoned a Corner-Stonue of 
it, is of ſuch as have made it ſome part of 
their Buſineſs to give /xformations to the Magi- 
, ftrate, as they have had Opportunity, of ſuch 
Breaches of the Laws as were before menti- 
oned. Many of theſe Perſons have given the 
World a great and almoſt unheard-of Ex- 
ample, in this corrupt Age, of Zeal, and 
Chriſtian Courage, having underwent, at the 
beginning more eſpecially of theſe Proceed- 
ings, many Abuſes, and great Reproaches, ndt 
only from exaſperated and hardaed Offenders, 
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but often from their Iuke-warm Friends , 
Irreligious Relations, and ſometimes from 
Unfaithful MPaniſtrates, by whom they 
have been Reviled, Brow-beaten, and Diſcou- 
raged from performing ſuch important Service, 
ſo neceſſary to the Welfare of their Country. 
And herein theſe brave Men have ated with 
ſo great Prudence, as well as Zeal, that fore- 
ſeeing it might one day be the Policy of the 
Enemy of all Goodneſs, and the Buſineſs of 
wicked Men, who are his Inſtruments, and 
who could not generally be brought to Shame 
and Puniſhment for their infamous Practices 
but by their means, to raiſe Prejudices in the 
Minds of bad and unthinking People againſt 
them, and to diſparage their Proceedings, by 
whiſpering of Jealouſics of their being influ- 
enced in what they did by Worldly Con- 
ſiderations, That the World may be chal- 
lenged to make appear, That theſe Socierzes 
have been ſo much as treated with, by any 
Perſon whatſoever, to give Informations with 
any Promiſe of a Reward, or that they have 
ever received the leaſt Advantage by any Con- 
vittions upon thele Statutes againſt Prophane- 
neſs and* Debauchery, the Money ariſing there- 
by being wholly appropriated to the Poor, 
except the third part of the Penalty up- 
on the Statute againſt Prophanation of the 
Lord's-Day, which, in'fome Caſes, the Magi- 
ſtrate hath a bare Power to diſpoſe of; bur 
was neyer, that we know of, received by 


any 
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any one of theſe Perſons ; which I thought 
fit to obſerve, as a laſting Anſwer to any Ob- 
Jeion of this kind, in Faſtice to them who 
have gone through Frowns and Reproaches for 
the ſake of doing ſo much Good ; and that all 
Men may ſee with how great Reaſon it is, 
both from the Character of the Perſons con- 
cerned in the Diſcharging of this Service to 
Religion and their Country, as well as from 


_ the Nature and Neceſlity of it, ( which I ſhall 


hereafter enquire into) that the Name of an 
Taformer is now become much more Glorzous 
among wiſe and good Men, than it was grown 
Contemptible, by the ill Praftices of ſome in 
our days: And that it does therefore appear 
truly Honourable for Perſons of the greateſt 
Quality to give Informations in theſe Caſes , 
for the Service of the moſt Z7igh God, as ſome 
among us, of greater Ranks than the World 
does perhaps think of, have of late done, and 
which it hath been obſerved, in divers Di/= 
courſes lately Publiſhed, that even Princes 
under the Jewiſh Diſpenſation. were not 
aſhamed to do. Now when theſe things were 
done, the Princes came to me, ſaying, The people 
of Iſrael, and the Prieſts and the Levites have 
not ſeparated themſelves from the people of the 


| Lands, doing according to their Abominations, &Cc. 


There are Eight other regalated and mixt 
Bodies of Fouſe-keepers and Officers, in the 
ſeveral Quarters of London, Weſtminſter, and 
South. 
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Southwark, who differ in their: Conſtitution from 
thoſe before-mentioned, but generally agree in 
the Methods of inſpeting the Behaviour of Cox- 
ſtables and other Officers, and going along with 
them, and aſſiſting them in their Searching of 
Diſorderly Houſes, in taking up of Offenders, and 
carrying them before the Magiſtrate, and alſo 
in giving mformarions themtielves, as there is 
Occaſion. 


Beſides thoſe before-mentioned, there are 
about Nine and Thirty Religious Societies of ano- 
ther kind, in and about L-»don and Weſtminſter, 
which are propagated into other. Parts of the 
Nation ; as Nottingham, Glouceſter, &c, and 
even into J/re/and, where they have been for 
ſome Months fince ſpreading in divers Towns 
and Cities of that Kingdom; as AXikenny, 
Drogheda, Mannouth, Sc. eſpecially in Dublin, 
where there are about Tex of theſe Societies, 
which are promoted by the Biſhops, and #n- 
ferior Clergy there. 'Theſe Perſons meet often 
to Pray, Sing Pſalms, and Read the Holy 
Scriptures together, and to Reprove, Exhort, 
and Ed4ifie one another by their Religious Con- 
ferences, They moreover camy on at their 
Meetings, Deſigns of Charity, of different 
kinds; ſuch as Relieving the Wants of Poor 
Houfe-keepers, maintaining their Children at 
School, ſetting of Priſoners at Liberty, ſus: 
porting of Lefures and daily Prayers in our 
Chkrehes, Theſe are the SOCIETIES which 
our 
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our late Gracious Queen, as the Learned Biſhop 
that hath writ her LIFE tells us, took ſo 
great Satifattion in, that She inquired often 
and mach about them, and was glad they 
went on and prevailed; which, thanks be to 
GOD, they continue to do; as the Reverend 
Mr. Woodward, who hath obliged the World 
with a very particular Account of the Riſe 
and Progreſs of them, hath lately acquainted 
us. And theſe likewiſe are SOCIETIES 
that have proved ſo execedingly Serviceable 
in the Work of REFORMATON, that 
they may be reckoned a chief Support to it, 
as our late Great Primate Arch-Biſhop 7ilotſor 
declar'd, upon ſeveral Occaſions, after he had 
examined their Orders, and inquired into 
their Lives, That he thought they were to the 
Church of England. 


I might now give an Account of a Soctety of 
Miniſters of the Church of England, for carry- 
ing on of this Work, and another Agreement of 
Fuſtices of the Peace : But Tam withheld at 
preſent by ſomeConſiderations from deſcending 
to any further Particu/ars concerning them ; 
and muſt content my ſelf with ſaying what 
will be eaſily allow'd, That the ated Meet- 
inzs of ſuch Perſons are as proper, and ma 
be more uſeful! for the Promoting of this Wark, 


_than any other I have deſcribd. For what 


might we not exp? from the Zealous Exdeas 


_ Pours of theſe Orders of Men in this Afﬀair ? 


Vv hich, 


_ . 
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which , 'tis obvious, will not be employ'd 
with ſo great Efte&, as when they form them- 
ſelves into Svcietzes, or, at leaſt, have frequent 
and ſtated Times of Meeting, for the Proſecu- 
tion of this Buſineſs. 'Tis true, thar Miniſters 
and Magiſtrates have far greater Advantages, 
as well as more particular 0/igat;»ns, than 
others, (as I ſhall hereafter endeavour to make 
appear) to be ſerviceable in this Work of Re- 
formation ; but yet, when they a alone in 
this Contention between Virtue and Yice tho 
they will do great good in our preſent Cir- 
cumſtances, and much more than they will 
calily believe till they are heartily engaged 
in it ; yet they muſt expe to be under Dit- 
advantage on ſome Occaſions, as well as other 
ſingle Perſons, who exert their Z-a/, without 
a Communication with one another, and parti- 
cularly when they encounter Combinaticzs of 
wicked Men, which, it is cot unlikely, will 
ſometimes happen. Do we not ſee by what 
Methods the Men of the World propagate 
Wickedneſs, and countermine Good Deſrens 2 
Is it not by their Clubs and Corfederacies 3 
Are we not fenſible with what Advantage our 
Civil Concerns are carried on by Companies and 
Corporations > Nay, Does not the Account be- 
fore us convince us of the great Zſefalneſs; 
or rather Neceſſity, of Good Mens confedera- 
ting arid meeting frequently rogether ro con- 
cert Methods, and Encourage one another iti 
this difficult Work of Contronting and Sup- 
Q preſſing 


Mat, 16.8, 


have a marvellous Efte&, with God's Bleſling, 
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preſſing of bare-fac'd and inſolent Wickedneſs ? 
And that the Reaſon why good Men have not 
ſooner or more generally done it, may be, 
becauſe the Children of this World are in 
their Generation wiſer than the Children of 
Light. Since therefore Znion and Method 
ſeem evidently to give good Mex much the 
ſame Advantage (abſtrating from the Conſide- 
ration of the Goodneſs of their Cauſe, and the 
Divine Aid that they may expeR) in their juſt 
and brave Oppoſition to Prophaneneſs and Immora- 
lities, againſt the greater Number, 'tis to be fear- 
ed of the Wickedzas Diſcipline and good Ground 
in War glves a ſmall Body of Men againſt a 
very unequal Number of thoſe that are undiſ- 
ciplin'd, and with difadvantageous Ground ; 
*tis highly to be wiſhed, That not only Socte- 
ties of Miniſters and *Magiſtrates, but of all 
other degrees of Men, were ſet up in Proſecu= 
tion of this Defign , in all Parts of the King- 
dom, more eſpecially in all Towns, Cities, and 
Corporations. And it may charitably be ho- 
ped, that there are but few, if any, ſuch Pla» 
ces, Where there are not to be found Three 
or Four Perſons at leaſt, of one or other De- 
nomination of Chrz/t:ans, that have a Zeal for 
GOD and Religzon, who may eaſily form 
themſelves into a Soczety, which may enlarge 
by degrees, and which will, probably ſpeak- 
ing , go a great way towards the Suppreſling 
Publick Diſorders where they are ; but may 
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for this End, where there is a Magz/trate that 
makes a Conſcience of his Duty, or a Miniſter 
that incourages Reformation ; as would be ma- 
nifeſt to any that had obſerved in how ſhort 
a time, and to what a degree, open Wicked 
eſs hath been checkt, where a zealous Mints 
fter hath given himſelf the Trouble, I might 
rather have ſaid the Pleaſure, of meeting ſomes» 
times a Society of his Pariſhioners, to encou- 
rage their Zeal and Conſtancy in this Work 
of Reformation, even where the Magiſtrates 
have been either open or ſecret Enemies to it. 
The Advantages moreover are too many to 
be inſiſted on in this place, for the Exerciſing 
of 'our own Graces, arid the Confirming our 
Virtaous Diſpofitions, by our Aſſociating with 
our Fellow Chriſtians for the Carrying on Res 
ligious Deſigns, in an Age when Chriſtian Con- 
verſation, which hath an ineſtimable Value 
with Men of Religion, is with ſuch Difficulty 
met with. The forming therefore of Good 
Men into ſuch pious Combinations, for the over- 
balancing thoſe of Yice, the countermining 
the contrary Attempts of gll wicked Mer, and 
recovering the Power, as well as Form of Re- 
ligion, is moſt earneſtly recommended to all 
the Friends of Piety and Virtue. And me- 
' thinks it may be expected from all, that have 
any ſincere: regard to God's Honour, their own 
and their Country's Happineſs, that they ſtiould 
exert themſelves in their ſeveral Capacities, 
with a noble Zeal and Emulation for the Pers 
QC 2 fefting 
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fefing of this great ndertating. And now 
eſpecially the 7imes of Peace are returned, 
which we have been told, are the Times of 
Reformation, ſurely none that carry the Face | 
of Chriſtians can with Confidence offer new 
Excules any longer to poſtpone it; we may 
now hope for the. Aſſiſtance of ſome, at 
leaſt, of the Cautious and prudent Men a- 
mongſt us, who have hitherto, with great 
Gravity, ſtood Neuters in this Aﬀair, and that 
they will at laſt anſwer the Expectation of 
Good Men from them, and ſuffer the Gene- 
rations to come to call them Bleſſed. Tis at 
leaſt tro be hoped, that it they are too Great 
and Wiſe to ingage in the Work themſelves; 
they will not, however, o2/?ruit it more than 
the open Enemies of it can do, by. their call- 
ing. it an /mpratticable Undertaking , whiſper- 
ing groundleſs Fealouftes of the Deſign, or 
uncharitable and diſadvantageous Charaters 
of the Perſons concerned in the Promoting it ; 
but rather, that they will let the World ſee 
thar their Zeal is ingaged 1n the Carrying on 
of wiſer Methods, for the EficQting of a» Na- 
tional Reformation, And one would think, 
that the Employing our Latour or Authority 
in this Noble Deſign, of being Inſtrumental in 
doing Good to Multitudes of Souls, by Sup- 
prefiing of National Sins, and, by conſc- 
quence, the Reviving the Power and Repu- 
tation of Religion, and thereby Preventing 
National Judgments, ſhould be more woe 
the 
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the Concern and Application of Chriſtizos, and 
ſhould afford a more true and ſolid Satisfacti- 
on than the purſuit of our Worldly Intereſt 
or Pleaſures. ' All indeed are not Capalle of 
being Serviceable in the ſame way ; but whe- 
ther it, be by Executing the Laws, or by 
Preaching, Diſcourſing, Writing, Informing, Set- 
ting up of Secteties, or otherwiſe contributing 


- towards it, which way foever it be that we 


can further this Glorzous Work, it will, I 
think, be hard to find a good Excuſe for any 
that ſhall decline their Concurrence, accord- 
ing to their Advantages and Opportunities, 
in an Undertaking which it would become 
the greateſt Man upon Earth to promote, 
which is now ſo far facilitated by the Schemes 
that are laid, and the Methods it 1s put in- 
0, 

We have ſeen ſome few Perſons ingaging in 
this Exterprize, before they had any Methods to 
diret them, or many Examples to incourage 
them, encountring Oppo/ttion in the firſt forms 
ing their Deſign, from open Enemzes, and perhaps 
falſe Friends, ſuffering cruel Mockings, unkind 
Cenſures, and unjuſt Reproaches, and yet not gr» 
ving way. We have ſeen them ſurmounting 
their greate/# Difficulties, ſo that the main 
brunt ſeems now near over, and going on with 
that Reſolution and Succeſs, that the Deluge of 
publick Wickedneſs is viſibly abated. We are 
told, that many Thoxſands have been brought 
to Puniſhment for Sweartng and Curfing, by 
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their means ; Seventy or Eighty Warrants a 
Week having been executed on theſe Offen- 
ders, in and about this City only, fince the 
late 4# of Parliament againſt Swearing 
and Curſing was made, which hath given 
ſo great 'and remarkable a Check to thoſe 
Scandalous Sins, that our Conſtables ſometimes 
of late have found it difficult to take up a 
Swearer 1n divers of our Streets and Markets, 
where, within a few years paſt, horrid Oaths, 
Curſes, and Tmprecations, were heard Day and 
Night ; that a multitude of Druskards, and 
Prophaners of the Lord's: Day, ſome of whom 
kept, as it were, open Markets within a few 
Years paſt, have been made Examples by 
their means; that Hundreds of Diſorderly 
Houſes, which were little better than Stews, 
and Neſts for 7hieves, Clippers and Coiners, &c. 
have been rooted out and ſuppreſſed ; ' and 
that ſome Thouſands of Lewd Perſons have 
been Impriſoned, Fined, and Whipt ; ſo that 
the Tower- End of ' the Town, and many of 
our Streets, have been much purg'd of that 
peſtilent Generation of Night-TUalkers, that 
uſed to infeſt them, which were a Reproach 
to this NoZle City, and a Scandal to Chriſtia- 
zwity; Forty or Fifty of them having been 
ſent in a Week to Bridewe/, where they have 
of late received ſuch Diſcipline, that a conſi- 
derable Number of them hath choſe rather to 
be Tranſported to our Plantations, to work 
there for an honeſt Subliſtence, than to ex- 
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poſe themſelves, by their lewd way of Li- 
ving, to Shame and Pumſhment, to Poverty 
and Diſeaſe, to all ſorts of wicked PraQtices , 
and the Danger of the Ga/ows, to which, in 
the Concluſion, they are often, if not gene- 
rally brought. And I may juſtly add, That 
far greater Things, by the Application of the 
Original Society of Gentlemen, have been ac» 
compliſhed, than what have yet been men- 
tioned, and ſuch as I am not permitred at 
this time to diſcover. But thus much may 
be ſaid, That the Exdeavours of thoſe Gentles 
men have not been confined to this Czty and 
Kingdom, but have extended as far as Jreland, 
where they have had an Influence, very little, 
I think, to the Honour of that Kingdom from 
whence it had its fr/# Riſe, of which , ſince 
a more particular Account may be expected, 
I may ſatisfy my ſelf, at preſent, with ſaying 
in general, of my own Knowledge, That the 
Tranſattions of Reformation here having been 
near 7wo Tears ſince laid before ſome few 
Perſons in 7reland, and moſt of thoſe (I muſt 
again obſerve ) private Perſons, and of the 
lower Rank of Men, with proper Conſiderati- 
ons to move em to unite in the ſame De/ren, 
and Methods to purſue it with Advantage, 1t 
determined them to engage heartily in it ; 
and they have proſecuted, it with ſo much 
Vigour, that there are now ſeveral Societies 
for Reformation in the City of Dublin; which 
I am aflured, by divers Accounts that I have 
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in my Hands from thence, are ſpreading in- 
to ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom, and are en- 
couraged by his Excellency the Earl of Gallo- 
way, one of the Lords Fultices of Treland, the 
Right Reverend the Arch-Biſhop of Dublin , 
many of the Clergy, and' the beſt of the 
Magiſtrates and” Gentlemen of that City : In 
One of © which Soczetzes, moſt of the Pariſh- 
Minijtzrs of Dublin, ſeveral of the pious Br- 
ops, particularly the ' celebrated Arch- Biſhop, 
and divers other Perſons of Quality, are Mem- 
bers; ſome of whom have ſhewn a Zeal, 
which 1t it prevailed the Three Xingdoms over, 
might ſoon produce a Glorious Reverſe of 
the State they are now in, and which in leſs 
than Zwo Tears ſpace hath ſucceeded, tho* not 
without ſuch various Oppoſittons, as might be 
expected, from Combinations of bad Men, to 
that degree in D#+/in, that the Prophanation of 
the Lord's: Day, by Tipling in publick Houſes, by 
Exerciling of 7rade, and Expoſing of Goods to 
Saie, 1s -almoſt ſuppreſt ; that Lewd Women 
are' fo ſiridtly enquired aſter, and ſeverely 
puniſhed, thar they have Tramiported them- 
ſelves, as in England, to our Plantations ; and” 
that Swearzxp is ſo run down, that an Oath 
1s rarcly heard in 1thtir Streets ; fo that pub- 
lics Diſorders are remarkably cured ; and, in 
ſhort, Yice is afraid and aſhamed to' ſhew its 
head,” where within a few Years paſt it was 
caring and iriumphant, LE) 
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We are likewiſe aſſured, That Scotland hath 
concurred in theſe Matters, where His Ma- 
jeſty's Proclamation againſt Prophaneneſs and 
Debauchery hath been iſſued out in very ſtrict 
terms, and His late Gracious Letter to the 
Parliament of that Kingdom, takes notice 
of the Progreſs that they have made in the 
Forming of Methods for the Diſcouraging of 
Vice and Irreligion, and aſſures them, That 
tis a WORK moſt acceptable to him. 


Burt to return to our own Nation. We are 
made acquainted, That many Soczeties and 
Bodies of Men, of different Raxks and Per- 
ſwaſtons, are ingaged in this Work, to which 
Men of Virtue, of Temper, and unblemiſhed 
Reputation, may either jozn themſelves, ac- 
cording, to their Quality, Circumſtances, or Op- 
portunities, or may form themſelves into yew 
Bodies : That the publick Oppoſition that was 
made to it, which our Poſterity may bluſh to 
read of, is at an end, which, 'tis to be hoped, 
will be the laſt that we ſhall hear of in a 
Chriſtian State, and under a Proteſtant Govern- 
ment : That the City of London eſpoules it , 
where there are Two Sermons Quarterly Preach- 
ed, and divers of them Printed, to make Men 
ſenſible of their OZligations in this reſpeQ. 
And it's true alſo, That Swearing is much let- 
ſened, as we have reaſon to believe, by the 
- | Accounts 
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Accounts we receive in moſt, if not in all 
Parts of the Kingdom, as other publick Diſ- 
orders are in many ; and that Soczeties for 
Reformation have been in divers Places already 
actually form'd, and are going on in many 
others 3 as particularly in Glouceſter, Leice- 
fter, Coventry, Shrewsbury, Hull , Nottingham, 
Tamworth, Newcaſtle, Leverpoel, Cheſter, and 
ſeveral other Corporations; ſo that in a 
few Months tjme, by the Methods that are 
now taking, there 15 reaſon to believe that 
we ſhall hear of a very conſiderable Progreſs 
in this Work from all Parts of the Nation. 
And now is this a Time for Men, rhat would 
be reckoned Chriſtians, to ſtand Newters, in an 
Afﬀair wherein their Re/zgzon, their Country, 
and their Poſterity, are ſo deeply concerned ? 
Let the Men who can contentedly ſee the 
Laws of GOD trampled upon ; who can, in 
their ordinary Converſation, in the Streets, 
and even at their own Tables, hear horrid 
Oaths and Curſes, nay, Men calling upon 
GOD for Damnation upon themſelves and 
others; in a word ; offering high ndigniries 
to the Glorious Majeſty of their Great Cre«- 
tor, conſider whether the very Heathens, wha 
would not ſuffer their Artificial Deities to be 
affronted, or their Religzon to be deſpis'd ; who 
in Sieges, and other Diſtrefſes from their 
Enemies, were more concerned for their Ima- 
ges and Altars than for their own Houſes, or 
| private 
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private Affairs, do not condemn them 2 Let 
our Learned Rabbies, the great Diſputers of 
the World, and all that make a Profeſſion of 
Religion, but give little better account of it 
than by expreſling a fierce and uncharitable 
Heat againſt thoſe that differ from them in 
ſome things relating to Religion, but not ef- 
ſential to it, and wherein all Men equally 
wiſe ard good have, I donbt, never yet 
been fully agreed, think ſeriouſly with them- 
ſelves, whether they might ,not employ 
ſome ſhare at leaſt of their Parts and Zeal to 
much better purpoſe, in furthering the Re- 
formation of Mens Lives, and of the Manxers 
of the Nation, by the Suppreſling of Prophane- 
eſs and Vice, than by raiſing or keeping up, 
with an unchriſtian Temper, to the manifeſt 
Injury of the Chriſtian Religion, which is an 
Inſtitution of Love, dangerous or unneceſſary 
Controverſies or Diviſions, and making of 
Proſelytes to their New Opinions or Party ; 
all Religions being, I think, agreed, that bad 
Men are a Scandal to the beſt Religion, and 
that they cannot, if they continue ſo, be ſa- 
ved in any; and conſequently, that the being 
inſtrumental in the bringing over of a few 
Souls to the fincere Practice of Piety and Vir 
tue by any Chriſtian Methods, which thoſe 
I am treating of will, I hope, be allowed to 
be, is of greater Service to the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, and the World', than the gaining of 
Hundreds that are vicious to any particular 
4536 | Church 


An Account of the Societies 


Church or Party. But can Men of Conſci” 
ence ſatisfy themſelves with complaining” of 
the Tniquities of the Age, and wiſhing for Re- 
formation, with giving only ſome good Words 
to theſe Proceedings, or even praying for 
Ged's Bleſſing upon them, without doing, as 
they have Opportunity, what is neceſſary to 
promote the:n, when, as it hath been ſaid, we 
have the Laws of GOD, of the Natzon, and, 
35 we have reaſon to hope, the Government on 
our ſide ; and moreover, ſo many Examples, 
and fo great Succeſs, to incourage us, and have 
now , generally ſpeaking, not much more to 
fear than Calumnies and hard Words, and 
moſt of thoſe, 'tis to be hoped, from the 
Enemies of God and Goodneſs, which the beſt 
of Men, and the beſt Defrgns in all Ages, have 
ever met with, and which, in ſuch a Caſe, it 
is our true Glory to ſuffer 2 No, ſurely this 


'is a Time, as I ſhall endeavour to make ap- 


pear , for all good Men to join their Hearts 
and Hands, their Intereſt and Authority, in 
this ſo Neceſſary, ſo Great, and ſo Glorious 
a Work, 


Having now laid before the Reader a ſhort 
Scheme of this 7ndertaking, which was be- 
gun with great Oppoſition, in a 7ime that 
was very diſcouraging to ſuch an Enterprize, 
and with ſuch other circumſtances of Diſad- 
vantage as new things, be they never ſo wiſe 
and good, eſpecially Attempts of this kind, 
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generally meet with, and yet hath been advan- 
ced to ſuch a conſiderable degree, from ſo con- 
temptible a Beginning, as it muſt appear to have 
had to the Wiſe and the Wary among us, 
who do not duly conſider that there is a 
GOD that rules in the Kingdoms of Men, 


and who, as the Prophet expreſſes it , giveth 1g, zo. 29, 


Power to the faint; and to them that have no 
Might, encreaſeth Strength, My next Buſineſs 
is to enquire, whether there are any Or- 


ders of Men among us, who are under more 


particular Obligations to be Zealous, and di- 
ligent in Promoting a publick Reformation of 
Manners. 


And, in the firſt place, I humbly ask leave 
to lay this Matter before the moſt Reverend 
Order of the Clergy, beſeeching them, with 
all that due ReſpeAt which all good Men 
ought to have to Their Zigh and Holy Funtti- 
ou, to conſider, if what is endeavoured to be 
proved to be the Common Duty of a// Men, and 
the Special Obligation of Kings ,- Governours , 
and Magi/trates, be indeed ſo, it is not the 

articular Province of thoſe, who have entred 


into the Places of Overſeers ana Watchmen, AR.20.28. 
and of whom the Blood of thoſe that die in FEzek.3.17, 
their Sins, if they knowingly ſuffer them to "*:* 


ſleep in them, will be required, to teach and 
inculcate theſe Duties, as well as others. And 
if any of their Body, aſter this matter is 
plainly Iaid before them, and they are con- 
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vinced 'tis their Duty to be diligent in the 
furthering it, wilfully negle& to excite all 
forts of People, eſpecially thoſe belonging to 
their Charge, of what Rank or Quality ſo- 
ever, to do their Duty likewiſe in promo- 
ting, in their reſpeive Stations, the Execu- 
tron of the Laws againſt Prophaneneſs and De- 
bauchery, they can give a good Account of 
their Condu&t to thoſe of their particular 
Charge, who have no concern to diſcharge 
their Duty herein, only for want of their 
being admoniſhed of it, and are not Parta- 
kers, in ſome degree, in the Common Guilt of 
the Nation, which, as our Negle& of our 
Duty in this particular Inſtance, of not Pro- 
moting a Reformation, will encreaſe, ſo it may 
be a means notwithſtanding our preſent re- 
ſpite from Deſtruction, to draw down God's 
Judgments upon the Kingdom, if we con« 
tinue to make no better uſe of the Peace we 
have with our Neighbours, than to fight with 
our crying Enormities againſt our God ; which 
as I think few Nations, if any, have had in 
theſe laſt Ages greater Reaſon to dread, ſo, 
I ſuppoſe, all will grant, that none ſeem to 
have greater reaſon to uſe all proper means 
to prevent, than thoſe who expect to give 
Account, not only for their own Sins, but 
for the Sins of ſo many others beſides , if they 
wilfully ſuffer them to periſh in them by their re 
fufting to uſe the neceſſary means of preventing 
their living and dying in them, 
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I ſhall not, after I have humbly repre- 
ſented this Aﬀair to this Sacred Order , 
' think fit to enquire, whether there hath been 
any Negle&t on the part of their Body, or 
any one Member of it, in a matter wherein 
Religion is ſo highly concerned : I ask leave 
rather to ſay, That I am aſſured, upon un- 
queſtionable Information, that moſt of the 
Right Reverec1d the Biſhops have expreſſed 
their Approbation of the Soczeties of Refor- 
mation I have given an Account of ; that I 
have never heard of the Name of any one of 
theſe Reverend Perſons that hath not done it 
upon an humble Application made to them for 
their Countenance and Encouragement of them ; 
and that divers of them, to my own certain 
Knowledge, have promoted them, and con» 
tinue to do it, as a conſiderable Number of 
the C/ergy in and about this City, as well as 
in other parts of the Kingdom, have done 
likewiſe; ſome of them by Preaching, and 
frequently meeting to conſult. one another 
upon this Occaſion; and others of them by 
giving [nformations themſelves to the Magz#- 
ſtrates againſt Prophane Perſons ; amon 
whom the generous and remarkable Afit- 
ſtance. that was given in this Afﬀair by the 
two late Eminent Divines, Dr. Zorneck and 
Dr. Feke}, whoſe Deaths are ſo much la- 
mented, under the various Obſtructions and 
Diſcouragements they encountred 1n the Pro- 
ſecution of it, which thoſe pious Men _ 
UC 
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ſuch diſmal Reflections upon, as I ſhall under 
our preſent Circumſtances forbear to repear, 
does demand a particular Acknowledgement 
in this place, and deſerves to be tranſmitted 
to after-Ages, when the Names of ſuch as 
diſcourage Endeavours of Reformation may 
either be forgot, or be remembred with Ignos 
miny. And I not only ſubmit what I have 
faid on this Head of the Clergy, and this 
whole - Diſcourſe, to This Reverend Body , 
which, I think, I ſhall never obtain of my 
ſelf to Publiſh without the Approbation of 
ſome of the pious Members of it ; but out 
of a ſenſe of my own Defes, and the ten- 
dereſt Regard I would always have to mat- 
ters of Re/igzon, I heartily deſire, if I am ever 
prevailed on to Publiſh it, a publick Correftion 
from them of any thing I have faid in theſe 
Papers through Weakneſs or Inadveftency ; 
(which, I hope, all the Advantages of the 
World would not have prevailed on me, if 
they could have been offered me, to have 
faid knowingly) that may not be warranted 
from the Holy Scriptures, or that does give 
Offence to any but thoſe whom the Repre- 
ſentation of their Sin, or their Duty to them; 
and Religion it ſelf offends, whoſe Sentiments - 
of this Diſcourſe as I have no reaſon to ask, 
pr Cenſures of it I may know how to 
Value, 
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_ AndI muſt the rather make this humble and 
folemn Addreſs to them for a ſpeedy Cenſure 
of theſe Papers, if there is any juſt Occaſion 
for it ; ahd that at the ſame time they would 
be pleaſed to put this G/oriovs Cauſe, that I 
have here repreſented with no more skill, in 
a better light, which, I conceive, would 
well become the moſt celebrated Writers of 
the Age to do, not only becauſe Errors in 
general, as well as Diſeaſes, are better pre- 
vented than cured after they are ſpread ; but 
becauſe upon a long Conſideration and a full 
Knowledge I have had of the ©ndertaking I 
have treated of, and of the Steps by which 
it hath been carried on from the very Begin= 
ning, I cannot but believe that the Virtuous 
part of "the Nation, when it is laid before 
them, will conclude that there is abundant 
Reaſon for their Concurrence and Aſſiſtance 
in it, and will think that either the Z7appi- 
#eſs or Miſery of this Kingdom may with 
great ground be expected trom either the 
Succeſs or the Diſcouragement that theſe and 
others pious and juſt Endeavonrs for a Natio- 
nal Reformation meet with. My Buſineſs in 
the next place is to conſider the Magiſtrates 
Obligation to be diligent in the Execution of 
the Laws againſt Prophaneneſs and Debau- 
chery. 

It will; I think, be allowed, That Govers- 
ment is of Divine Appointment, and that the 


Power ot Magiſtrates, whether it be that 
D of 


Rom.13.4. 


Rom. 13.1. 


Deur. 1. 
IG, 17. 


2 Chron, 
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r Tim. 2. 
I, 2. 


An Account of the Societies 


of the Supream, or that of thoſe that are 7v- 
ferior and Subordinate, is derived originally 
from God. St. Paul ſpeaking of the Magz- 
ſtrate, fays, He is the Miniſter of God to thee 
for Good. There is no Power but of God : The 
Powers that be are ordained of God, And Mo- 
fes ſpeaking to the Judges of the People of 
Iſrael, ſays, Hear the Cauſes between your Bre« 
thren, and Judge righteouſly between every Man 
and his Brother, Te ſhall not reſpett Perſons in 
Tudgment, but you ſhall hear the Small as well 
as the Great ; you ſhall not be afraid of the Face 
of Man, for the Judgment is God's. Take heed 
( ſaid Jehoſhaphat to his Judges) what ye do; 
for ye judge not for Man, but for the Lord, who 
i with you in the Judgment. Wherefore now, 
let the Fear of the Lord be upon you, take heed 
and do it : for there is no Iniquity with the Lord 
our God, nor reſpett of Perſons, nor taking of 
Gifts. Thus ſhall ye do in the Fear of the Lord 
faithfully, and with a perfett Heart. From whence 
we may, [I think, conclude, without adding any 
further proof of what is ſo generally confeſt, 
that Magiſtrates do at by God's Authority, 
are his Minifters or Inſtruments, which he 
maketh what uſe of he pleaſes in the Govern- 
ing the Natural and Rational World ; that 
they are to Act for his Honour, and the Good 
of his People; and that He will call them 
to account for their Behaviour in this reſpect. 
Accordingly, for Kings, and for all that are 
in Authority, the Apoſtle does particularly 'S 
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ret, That Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſons, 
and ' giving of Thanks be made, - that under 
them we may lead a quiet and peaceable Lift 
in all Godlineſs and Fiineſty For our King 
therefore, and all ſorts of Magiſtrates, does 
it not behove us to pray, That God would 
be pleaſed to inſpire them with Zeal for 
his Glory, and the Good of his People, 
and particularly to dire& and aſſiſt them in 
this neceſſary and moſt weighty Afﬀair of 
Reformation ? 

And as the Magiſftrate's Power is primarily 
and originally from GOD; fo is the Office 
and Power of Subordinate Magiſtrates imme- 
diately and viſibly conferred upon them as 
a weighty Truſt, by their Prince, and their 
Country, which they have an Obligation to 
the faithful Diſcharge of, in their natural 
Allegiance and Fidelity ; but this 04/igation 
riſes yet higher 3 they are bound yer cloſer 
to the fairhful Diſcharge of their Ofice by a 
Solemn Oath, relating to their particular Truſt, 
as well as by the Oath of Allegiance, Now 
the 0Z/igation being thus great and various, 
muſt, I think, neceſſarily draw the dreadful 
Guilt of Perjury, as well as Breach of Truſt, 
upon thoſe, who being thus intruſted and ob- 
liged to Execute the Laws, do wilfully neg- 
let to do their Duty: For a Juſtice of the 
Peace takes this Solemn Ozth at his Entrance 
iato that Offce : 
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That in the County of in all Articles 
in the King's Commiſſion to him direfled, he 
ſhall do legal Right to the Poor, and to the 
Rich, after his Cunning, Wit, and Power, and © 
after the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Realm, and 
the Statutes thereof made ; and wherein he is 
firſt obliged to do Right, which regards very 
much the Puniſhment of Offenders, as ap- 
pears more fully in his Commiſſion ; and this 
Equally reaches Rich and Poor. The whole 
County is aſlign'd in the Oath, as the Extent 
of his Juriſdiction, and therefore his Authe- 
rity is not confin'd to a part ; he is not tied 
up to at only in any leffer Diſtrict of it; 
but is to iſſue out his Warrants againſt Of 
fenders upon Informations offered him by 
Perſons that live never fo remote from him 
in the County, or for Offences committed 
in any part of it; which, though *tis fo 
obvious from the very Words both of the 
Oath and Commiſſion , | thought fit to take 
notice of, leſt if we ſhould have any Mag- 
Frates that ſhould think it too much to give 
themſelves the Trouble to look into the Dif- 
arders of any kind that are committed, even 
in their own Pariſhes, to ſuppreſs them when 
they hear .or obſerve them any-where elſe, as 
Swearing and Curfing, for Inſtance, in Bowling- 
Greens, Coffee Houſes and other publick Places; 
Drunkenneſs, Lewdneſs, and Prophanation of 
the Lord"s-Day in the Taverns and Streets 3 
or that ſhould unwillingly receive —— 
rom 
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from others of them, they ſhould, in either 
of theſe Caſes, be tempted to think thoſe 
worthy Magiſtrates too officious, agd take the 
Liberty to ſpeak of them as ſuch, who by 
inſpeQing into theſe Diſorders, where-ever 
- they hear of them, in any part of the Coun- 
ty, and by giving Encouragement to thoſe 
that bring them Informations of ſuch Of- 
fences ( which will ia conſequence draw a 
more than ordinary Attendance upon them 
of ſuch Perſons on this Occaſion as live at 
a diſtance from them ) will thereby make 
their Unfaithfulneſs in their Ofice the more 
remarkable. He is obliged to do Juſtice, ace 
cording to the Laws, Statutes, and Cuſtoms of 
the Realm. He is not then to break the 
Laws himſelf, or to ſuffer others with Im+ 
punity to break them. He is to diſcharge his 
Office according to his 71der/tanding and A4bi- 
lity : But can.any be ſuppoſed to be of ſuch 

weak Abilities, as not to know that Offen- 
ders ought to be puniſhed, when /ega! 7+- 
formations are offered them, or when Offexces 
are committed before them? If bhen any 
Magiſtrates can diſcourage thoſe who are ſo 

much Friends to their Country, as to bring 

them Informations againſt Offenders, can re» 

fuſe to convict upon them, or can ſee and 

hear one another break God's Laws, and the 

Laws of their Country , at their Diverſion , 

and their own Tables; What is more di- 


realy contrary to their Office and Truſt ? 
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What becomes of the Oaths that are upon 
them? In how many Inſtances do they no- 
toriouſly break them? And if the Viola- 
tion of a Private Truſt is juſtly eſteemed baſe 

* and deteſtable, how much higher Aggrava« 
tions muſt their Offences admit of , who 
break a Publick one, ſo ſolemnly taken upon 
them? And certainly Perjury, that 1s of fo 
black a nature in it ſelf, is not a leſs Enor- 
mity, or leſs Infamous, in a Magiſtrate, than 
it 15 in one of an inferior Order. 

The Commiſſion for a Juſtice of the Peace 
alſo ſets forth, That he is to Conſerve the Peacg 
in ſuch or ſuch a Crunty, and to keep, as well 
as cauſe to be kept, all Ordinances and Sta- 
tutes made for the Good of the Peace, and 

the Conſervation thereof, and for the Quiet , 
Rule and Government of His Majeſty's People, 
and in all and every the Articles thereof, ac- 
cording to the Force, Form, and Effett thereof, 
to Chaſtiſe and Puniſh all Perſons in the ſaid 
County offending againſt the Form of thefe Or- 
dinances and Statutes, or any of them in the 
County. 
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: ono It deſerves our Obſervation , That as the 
delegit * Roman Government, the + Laced@moniar 
Magiſtra- | | 


tas, quaſi Keipublicz Villicos, in quibus ſiqua preterea eſt ars, facile pati- 
cur , ſfin' minus virtute eorum & innocentia contentus eſt, 744i; Oratio 


. 


cum Plan. , 

- + Virtus in ptimis apud Lacedzmonios circa Magiſtratus legendos 
temper ſpettata, quod Politicum praceptum in quavis Republica fervari 
ex uſu c{et, Nic, Cragins de Repub, Lacedamoniorum, Þ, 32, $2, 


and 


and *Arhenian Common- Wealths, 
provided by their Laws againſt 
ill Magiſtrates, kept, when they 
flouriſhed , vicious Mzn out of 
their Magiftracy, and entruſted 
thoſe with the Execution of their 
Laws that would ſhew ſuch a 
Behaviour to others as they ex- 
pected from them. So. our Go- 
vernment hercby ſtriQtly re- 
quires the Magiſtrates to give 
a good Example. Tis a mighty 
force that Example hath 3 one 
can hardly conceive any thing, 
on the one hand, ſo fooliſh and 
unaccountable ; and on the 0- 
ther, ſo difticult and brave, as 
that Men may not jn a great 
degree be led to by it. Good 
Example hath often the advan- 
tage of Humane Precept, of 
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* Inter precipuos Athe- 
nienfium Magiſtratns cen 
ſendi ſunt annui Novem- 
yiri., Oportebat in eorum 
vitam inquirt , ant<quam 
Magiſtratum capeſſ-r-nt , 
Petitzs de Legibus Attics 
236. Tantam honeſtatis 
curam his Novemviris vo» 
Juit eſſe Solon, ut ft quis Ar= 
chon vino ſe ingurgitaverit, 
capital ei fterit ex hac lege. 
To 485017 8 witvar Aije 
£3, Iva]: tm nn. 
Jurabane in Jeges fe efle 
obſervaturos Novemvirt , 
Jurisjurandum Novemv1= 
rorum. Leges obſcrvabo, 
quod fi fecus fecero, au- 
rezm ftatuam meam aqui 
ponderis pendam , Petitus 
ae Legibus Attics 190. 
"Aggorles FLYU £01 Hirai; 
ag xe1V,%) ocg av AYER, 
&c. Herach. Pont, de Polite 
tis Athenienſium, 


Admonition , or Reproof, and ſometimes of 
the Exerciſe of publick Juſtice, or private 
Authority, which, beſides that they are not 
always practicable, have often too little In» 
fluence upon the Mind; but Good Example 
hath a great and ſecret Charm to draw others 
to Imitation. It attraCts and aſſimilates by a 
Power of which we cannot give a full Ac- 
count, though by ſhewing Virtue as it were 
viſibly, it hath undeniably thereby a great 
Advantage of other Methods of Inſtruction ; 
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thoſe 
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? Segnius * 


' Segnius * thoſe things being allowed to make a much 
r190"4. deeper and longer Impreſſion upon our Minds 
miſk per that are repreſented to us by our Eyes, than 
ures,uuam thoſe that are admitted by our Ears. Pre- 
-:tis ſub- cepts, though they are in the general not only 


jeta fide- highly uſeful , but neceſſary, are not always 


libus. ' 


clear, and when they are underſtood , the 


Efficacy of them, of 4dmonition, and Reproof, 


ſeems often to be more or leſs according to 


3 Tim 4. 
Re 


Matt. 23.3, 
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the Example of them that give them ; ſuch 
Perſons are lookt on as a Reproach to Reli- 
ion, and unqueſtionably do often give bad 
Men a further Averſion and Prejudice to it, 
that do not practiſe themſelves what they 
recommend in their Diſcourfes. As the Chri- 
ftian Religion does therefore ſtrictly oblige 
all its Profelytes to ſhew a good Example, 
by a ſtrict Obſervance of its Precepts 3 fo it 
does more eſpecially inculcate upon thoſe 
whoſe particular Office it is to teach others 
their Duty, their endeavouring to perſuade 
them to it by their own good Example, as 
well as by their Dotrine, that they may 
thereby both ſave themſelves , and thoſe that 
hear them ; and when this is wanting , when 
they ſay, but do not, how exceedingly mif- 
chievous the conſequences of it are, high» 
ly deſerves ſerious Confideration. The Hea- 
then Moraliſts could obſerve the great Mit- 
chict that was done the World by Merce- 
nary Maſters of Precept, * by whom they 
meant thoſe that endeayoured to talk ele- 


_ gantly 
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gantly of juſt things, but not to do them ; 
and that it was not the Diſcourſes, but the 
good Examples ; not the Schools, but the 
Manners of Philoſophers, that made their beſt 
Diſciples what they were, and ſo much 
celebrated. 7 know (ſays Plato) Socrates by 
his good Works, more than by his 


good Werds ; * and he makes it * Ardyxy # gnToemdy 
a neceſlary quality of a good olxguoy D, 7 dixguey 
Orator , that he himſelf be Juſt Ft, Sue oegnlew. 


Gorg. fol. 460. 


and Virturcus, Ft And accord- + *Eoguls 


ingly Socrates his Maſter being 
asked what he thought to be 


Js my 


army 71 doxoin aumy xegr 
Ty ardes commddus 


the beſt Inſtrution, anſwered, Th, mavalo < aeatie. 
Eupraxie , or well-doing, Ex- Stobzus, fol. 49. | 


ample hath indeed ſuch a 
power , that Men are in a great degree too 
often ſuch as thoſe are with whom they con» 
verſe, as even the Proverbs of many Na- 
tions have obſerved : So that he that gives 
a good Example, though he.be but a private 
Perſon , does, in truth , a publick Service, 
_ and lays an Obligation upon the Age he 
lives in : But the good Examples of Governors 
and Magiſtrates, ( I need not add, of Mini- 
fters) hath a far greater force of Perſuaſion 
their Virtues are generally derived, by Imita- 
tion, into the Manners of the People. * How 


* Quales 


enim ſum» 


mi civitatis viri fuerint, talis civitas erit, Claudianus, Ut enim vitiis 
& ſceleribus Magiſtratuum infici ſoler & corrumpi tota Reſpublica, ita 
» "wr . , & \ 4 & 7 £ 4 

corrigi & emendari- Tiywoxzwy Gn 7 Þ mAtas ns 19+ ouolsray 
Tols agyum, Iſocrates ad Nicoclem, Nec ignores totius civitatis mores ad 
exemplum Magiſtratuum conformar!, | 
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fatal an Influence more eſpecially muſt then 
the vicious Examples, which the corrupt Na- 
ture of Man does with ſo much Eaſe com- 
ply with, of Superiors, of Perſons in Autho- 
rity, whoſe particular Province it is to look 
to the Executzon of the- Laws, have upon 
thoſe below them? Theſe Men carry not 
only thoſe of their Neighbourhood , bur a 
great part of the Counties they live in, after 
them ; many of whom , 'tis very obvious, 
* are apt to think it an Excuſe, it not a War- 
rant, to tranſgreſs after their Example. The 
Commiſſion of a Juſtice of Peace does there- 
fore with great reaſon tell him, 7hat he is 
to keep himſelf, as well as cauſe to be kept, 
all the Ordinances and Statutes, &c, As his 
giving a good Example 1s a likely way to 
procure a due regard to his Office, to main- 
tain his Authority, and, with the Exerciſe of 
it, to reform Others; ſo, on the contrary, 
his giving a bad Example is as efteftual a 
courſe to teach others to break the Laws, and 
to bring a Contempt upon his Oftce, and the 
Government it ſelf, as can eaſily be thought of, 
I needed not to have been thus long upon 
this Head of Example, and particularly the 
malignant Influence of the bad Examples of 
Magiſtrates and great Men, if moſt Ages did 
not abound with ſuch unhappy Inſtances ; 
and if this Nation in particular had nor felt 
fo much the fatal Efiets of them, as = be 
ome 
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fome Excuſe for my inſiſting on it. But to 
go on : Beſides the Miſchief that is done by 
the vicious Examples of Magiſtrates, With 
what Reaſon can we expect, that thoſe that 
make no Conſcience to break the Laws, ſhould 
diligently and conſcientiouſly Execute the Laws 
. upon others? And ſuppoſing ſuch Magiſtrates 
ſhould ſometimes, either out of a fear of the 
TnſpeRtion of the Government into their Be- 
haviour, in the Reign of a Prince that is zea- 
lous in the Diſcouraging of Vice ; or out of a 
deſire of keeping up their Reputation with 
better Men, be ſometimes inclined to puniſh 
ſuch Offences in others, as they are themſelves 
ovilty of, conſciouſneſs of their own Faults 
will, when they a& upon no better and firmer 
Principles, deprive them of Courage, and be 
very apt, upon many Occaſions, to draw them 
back from the Puniſhing of others ; eſpeci- 
ally when the Offenders are either their Su- 
- periors or Equals; whereas the Law knows 
no reſpect of Perſons, and they whoſe Buſj- 
neſs it is to Execute it, muſt do it without 
Diſtintion or Partiality. Their Commiſſion 
tells them, that they are to chaſtiſe and puniſh 
all Perſons in the ſaid County offending. And 
can any that conſider this, That we live un» 
der a Chriſtian Government, and that the 
Apoſtle acquaints us, That the Magiſtrate 


the Miniſter of God for Good ; That he beareth Rom.13.3, 
wet the Sword in vain; Is a Revenger to exe» V®. 4. 


cute 
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cute Wrath upon him that does Evil; and that 
Chriſtians ſhou'd have a far greater Concern 
for the Honour of God, than for the Honour 
of their Prince, their own Reputation or Eſtates, 
but think that the Laws that relate to Pzety 
and YVirtze are to be chiefly regarded by the 
Magiſtrate , that his principal Care ſhould be 
applied to the reſtraining Men, even thoſe 
of the higheſt Rank, from openly breaking 
thoſe Laws, by a ſtrict and impartial Execu- 
t:on of them, ſince the Reaſonableneſs of the 
Puniſhing of Men for the Violations of Rek- 
gion ſeems to have been evident by the Light 
of Nature? It being, I think, a juſt Obſer- 
vation, which I have ſomewhere met with, 
of a Heathen Philoſopher, That 'tho' ſeveral 
Nations do appoint ſeveral Puniſhments for the 
Violation of Religion, yet it does not in any Coun 
try go wholly unpuniſhed. No Mens Quality 
ought to ſhelter them from Puniſhment in' \ 
this Caſe ; Even Privilege of Parlzament does 
not give thoſe who are allowed it for the 
Service of their Country, the miſchievous 
Liberty to trample upon the Laws of God 
and their Country, nor will excuſe Mag?- 
ſtrates from acting according to their Oaths 
in theſe Matters. Charity and good Man- 
ners would forbid us, if ſuch a Caſe had ne- 
ver been heard of, or- was like to happen, to 
ſuppoſe that this Privilege ſhould ever be pre- 
tended on ſuch an Occaſion by any _- - 
thoie 


thoſe Bodres, who as they 
* make Laws againſt Debauche- 
ry and Prophaneneſs, ought like- 
wiſe to endeavour, by their 
own Exemplary Behavicur, to 
promote Piety and good Man- 
ners, to give Laws of Civility 
to the reſt of the Nation, and 
to add, That if theſe things do 
happen, good Magiſtrates, 'tis to 
be hoped, will a&t as become 
them. - And there 1s, I think, 
no doubt but the bringing to 
legal Puniſhment a Man of Ti- 
tle or Authority, that makes uſe 
of his Power or Intereſt to be 
more vicious, and to do preater 
Miſchief to the World than o- 
thers, is a greater Service to Re- 
ligion and our Country, and 
more highly honourable among 
Men, than the Puniſhing of a 
private Perſon , perhaps than 
many 
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* Receptumque omnium 
pene Gentium, temporum- 
que memoria, ut ad legum 
Jatarum obſervantiam in- 
vitarentur inferioris fortis 
homines , exemplo poten= 
tum, qui primi eas cuſto- 
dire cogebantur, & preſer- 
tim ili ipfi qui eas tuliſ- 
ſent, Tit. Liv.3. Decad. lib.$. 
Magiſtratus, Gubernatores, 
Regefque obediunt quoque 
ipfi legibus, id eft, reQez 
rationti , Diodorws Siculus. 
$3 quid injungere inferiori 
velis, prius in\ te ac tuos 
recipias, neceſle eſt, fi ipſe 
jus ſtatueris, quo facilins 
omnes obedientes habeas, 
Val. Max. lib. 8. cap. 6. Tit. 3. 
Cum leges preſcripſiſti ali- 
15, preſcripſiſti & tibi ; le- 
ges enim Imperator fert 
quas ipſe cuſtodiat. 

Przceptum ſalubre Pit- 
taci ſapientis apud Auſo- 
nium : Pareto legi quiſque 
legem ſanxeris. 


poor Creatures, who, as hath been 


long obſerved , generally ſuffer the Extre- 


mity 


of the Law for ſuch Offences as their 


Neceſlities are a Temptation to them, tho' 
not a Reaſon for them, to commit, when 
great Men , that cheat whole Provinces , 
and bid defiance to Sacred things, go 
unpuniſhed, if they are not rewarded. 


If 
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* $i quis convicts furti 
efſet apud Locrenſes, effo- 
diebantur ei oculi. Conti- 
pit autem ut Zaleuci filius 
furti reus convitiaretur, cu1 
guum Locrenſes panam 
remitterent, non tulir 1d 
pater, ſed ſibi unum, filio 
alterum voluit erui ocu» 
lum, 

Legem quandam Tene- 
diis tulit Tennes, qui 11+ 
cebat , Adulterum depre- 
henſum ſecurz necare : 
Quum itaque filius ejus 
efſet captus , interrogante 
regem qui cceperat, Quid 
ei faciendum ? Reſponde- 
bat, Lege utendum : qua» 
propter & nummo ejus ab 
una parte ſecuris excula , 
ab altera facies viri & mu- 
lieris uno collo junta. 
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* If Hiſtory can tell us of Heas 
thens that could do and ſuffer 
ſo much for the Maintenance of 
the Laws of their Country, 
ſhall it be ſuppoſed that the 
Fear of diſobliging a Man of 
Intereſt, that hath a ſwelling 
Title, one that is, I doubt, im- 
properly called a Man of Ho- 
nour, who affronts and contemns 
Religion , ſhould keep Chri/t;ax 
Magiſtrates from Executing the 
Laws of their Country, that are 
made for the Support of Reli- 
gion, and to Which they are 
Sworn. And yet, as unwor- 
thy and unaccountable as ſuch 
a Behaviour may appear to be, 


even by the Light of Nature, it were 
_ well, if for. the Honour of Chriſtian Magi- 
ſtrates, nay, even of Humane Nature, that it 


+ Pudet hezc opprobria 
nobis, & dici potuiſle , & 
non potuiſſe refell:, 


could be denied, f that many, I 


am unwilling to ſay moſt of the 
Magiſtrates in the late Reigns, li- 
ved and died with their Commiſſ- 


015, without putting any one of the Laws, that 
our more virtuous Anceſtors had left us a» 
gainſt Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, in Exe- 
caution, which ſome of the worthy Magiſtrates 
of this Reign, making a Conſcience of Diſ+ 
charging the Oaths they have taken, and the 


Truſt 


_ 
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Truſt that is repoſed in them, by their Per- 
ſonal Watchfulnſs and Diligence, as well as by 
their giving due Encouragement to thoſe, who, 
without having Oaths to oblige them, or Re- 
wards to encourage them, bring them 7afor- 
mations of the Breaches of thoſe Laws, 
which were grown almoſt obſolete and uſeleſs, 
have, to their great Honour, ſo ſucceſsfully 
' done, with ſuch Oppoſition and Difficulty ; 
and not only with greater Clamour from 
hardned Offenders, but with more RefleQion 
from too many others, than they might have 
met with it they had been breaking them in 
the moſt impudent manner, had been ma- 
king Attempts to deſtroy them. To prevent 
thergfore, for the future, the Miſchief that 
this Nation may otherwiſe fall under, as 
it hath done, by the Unfaithfulneſs of Yagi- 
ſtrates, it may deſerve Conſideration , whe- 
ther it would not be highly ad- 


viſable, that, * as we are told, 
the Romans, for this reaſon, or- 
dered their Magiſtrates to give 
an Account of their Diligence, 
for the Maintenance of the Laws, 
to their + Cen/ors, a chief part 
of whoſe Office it was, to look 
to a Reformation of Manners ; 


vitam , tollere quoque omnia quz probitati morum peſtem & perni- 
ciem illatura videbantur, Roſinus de Antiquitatibus Romans , fol. 520, 
Cenſores mores populi regunto. Hzc detur cura Cenſoribus, quandoqui- 
dem eos in Republica ſemper volumus efle, Cicero de Legibus, fel. 340. 


* Cogunt eos qui Magi« 
ſtratu abierinr, .apud Cen- 
ſores edere & exprimere 
quid in Magiſtratu geſle» 
rinc, Gothofredus de dao- 
decim Tabularurmz Frag« 
mentis, p. 66, 67. 


+ Cenſorum Officium erat 
deſcribere facultates cujuſ- 
que Civis, obſervare ſingu» 
lorum hominum mores & 


and 
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and as our Magiſtrates are, by the late 4# 
of Parliament againſt Swearing and Curſing,, re- 
quired to keep Liſts of thoſe Perſons that they 
have convicted of thoſe Offences, and to return 
them to the Seffons ; our Magiſtrates ſhould 
be likewiſe further obliged to bring in to our 
Fudges of Aſſize, or to the Quarter-Seſſons , 
Liſts of ſuch as they have convicted upon 
all the Statutes againſt Prophanentſs and De 
bauchery, which Method will, I humbly con- 
ceive, not only be effeQtual for the quicken: 
ing the Diligence of Magiſtrates, but give 
a juſt Terror to Offenders, and will afford 
the Government a means of knowing what 
Magiſtrates are Unfaithful in their Office, and 
deſerve Diſcountenance and Puniſhmenty and 
on the contrary, who they are that moſt Ho- 
nourably diſcharge their Truſts, do the great- 
eſt Service to their Country, and deſerve the 

higheſt Regard from it. * And 


* His autem duobus, can any, unleſs they are faithful 
iis & pcena, falus 
Reipublice quamplurimum ) 
continetur. ſpel, be ſuppoſed to deſerve 


and zealous Miniſters of the Go- 


more Reſpect than thoſe Mag#- 
firates that conſcientiouſly apply themſelves 
to the Supprefſing of Yice and Prophane- 
eſs, and to the Promoting of Religzon 2 As 
the doing of this is, I conceive, the greateſt 
Benefit of Magiſtracy, and may be ſuppoſed, 
as hath been ſhewn, to be a great End for 
which it was appointed, ſo it can't, I _ X 
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be doubted , but God's Bleſſing may- ats 
tend his Ordinance, the Magiſtrates zea- 
lous and united Endeavours for this pur- 
poſe, ſo that they may ſucceed to the Spi- 
ritual good of particular Perſons, as well 
as to the good of the Publick ; that as 
Afflictions are often ſent by Him, to awa- 
ken Men out of their Lethargy in their 
vicious Courſes, and in the nature of then 
tend to that end, the legal CorreQtions of 
Offenders, which may be Iooked on as 
Aflitions, may, with God's Bleſſing, work 
the fame happy Effet upon them ; and 
the rather, ſince they are the inimediate 
and ſenſible Eftes of their Sins; and of 
this, we are told, there hath been ſo mas 
ny happy Inſtances ſince the beginning of 
theſe Tranſattions, as may be ſufficient, 
without other Conſiderations, ro encou- 
rage the Magiſtrates Diligence : But when 
this fails of the deſired Succeſs upon par- 
ticular Perfons, yet it is a vaſt Advantage 
to the Cauſe of Religion in general, ro 
keep the Multitude, by the' ſtrict and ex- 
emplary Puniſhment of ſome Offenders , 
from the publick Commiſiton of ſuch Scans 
dalous Sins as waſt the Conſcience , at- 
front Religion, and directly tend to bring 
it into Contempt, that, as. the Scripture 


49 


expreſſes it , AJ Iſrael may hear, and fear , thew. r5, 


and do no more any ſuch Wickedneſs, For **: 
E 
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conſidering the Original Corruption of our 
Nature, which is generally more depraved 
by our Education in a degenerate Ape ; 
that being thus depraved and weakned, 
we find it no very eafie work to reſiſt 
Temptations to Sins, to which we have 
either habituated our ſelves, or have a 
natural propenſity , when they are naked 
and alone ; and that 'tis much more difſ- 
cult to encounter thoſe Sins when Temp- 
. tations to them: are made ſtronger by the 
bad and eminent Examples which are al- 
moſt every-where to be ſeen in our Com- 
merce with the World , there being but 
few that we meet with that do not res» 
commend one Vice or other by their Ex- 
ample to our Imitation, and (which is, I 
think, ſtill worſe ) moſt of thoſe not ſuch 
as profeſs themſelves Enemies of Religion, 
but that pretend themſelves Chriſtians, 
entertain hopes of receiving the Benefits 
of Religion, and attend its Ordinances 
with Allowance, as often as they think it 
for their Intereſt or Reputation to do ſo 3 
conſidering, I ſay, theſe things, have we 
not great reaſon to fear, that moſt Men 
will continue to go over to the major 
Party, that triumph in Wickedneſs, and 
that few will have the Courage and Bra- 
very to join with the leſſer and too much 
deſpiſed Party of Virtue, to go __ 
x! 
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the Stream of a Debauched Age, (which, 
for ought I can ſee, there is greater likeli- 
hood that it ſhould ſtill grow mor* ſtrong 
and furious, than that it ſhould abate) till 
Trequent and publick Examples of Vice are 
taken out of publick View by either the 
Execution of our Civil Laws, or by the 
Revival of the ancient Diſcipline of the 
Church. Sexeca could, it ſeems, obſerve, 
That it was enough to ſhake the Reſolu- 
tion of a. Socrates, or a Cato, to bear up 
againſt and ſtem Vice, when it becomes 
ſo general and faſhionable, that it preſſes 
upon us With a kind of publick Autho- 
rity, Arid tho' Chriſtians have a clearer 
. Revelation than thoſe Heathens had of 
their Duty, higher Obligations, nobler 
Motives, and greater Afſiſtances to per- 
form it, yet, I conceive, our Religion does 
not teach us, nor our own Experience of 
Humane Frailty does not encourage us to 
make the way to our Duty and Happi- 
neſs; as difficult as we can. Tis true, 
as may be objected, that Men are by no 
means to be ſuppoſed Religious, who are 
reſtrained from their Vices only by ſenſe 
of Shame, or fear of Humane Puniſhment ; 
but yet they muſt be thought to be in 
a much fairer way of being ſo under thoſe 
Reſtraints, than they would be without 
. them. By their being kept , by Humane 

| E x Laws; 
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Laws, from an Indulgence of their vicious 
 Inclinations, they. may in time find the 
Pleaſure and the Advantage of the Res 
ſtraint: And bad Examples ; that abound 
in moſt places, which I take to be the 
great Occaſion of Sin, being by -this means 
taken away, Yice will become Scandalous, 
and Virtue will be in proportion eſteemed 
faſhionable ; and thus, I think, very great 
Pvints are gained. For when Men that 
are vicious in their Inclinations, and even 
thoſe that are grown old in Senſuality, 
ſee that Religzon gives Men that Eſteem 
and Advantage as Debauchery and Irreli- 
zou hath done within our Memory ; and 
they find that the Stream is turned, and 
bears hard againſt them, that they cannot 
commit their Diſorders with Impunity, nor 
without Shame ; and moreover, Tempta- 
tions to them are very much taken out of 
the way, then they will rake ſome pains 
ro 'be Virtuous, at leaſt to appear in the 
Dreſs of Virtue ; then may we expeRt 
that ſuch Men will begin to enquire into 
the Nature and Reaſons of Religion, and 
when they find, by a ſober Advertence to 
its Propoſals, ( which they will now make 
without Prejudice, ) and by ſome Expert- 
ence they will have of the happy Effkeds 
of it, by their enceavOurirg to imitate it , 
that 1t prohibits us thoſe things that would 
| be 
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be moſt highly injurious to us, and al- 
lows a Satisfaction to our rational Appe- 
tites; that it hath ſuch Excellencies as out» 
bid and put out of countenance all the 
Advantages that the World can offer ; 
that it fortifies us againſt the croſs Oc- 
currences and Calamities, the Changes and 
Storms of Life, and the Fears of Death, 
difarms 1t of its Stings and Terrours : to 
ſay no more, that it filences the bitter Re» 
monſtrances and ſtinging Reproaches of 
Conſcience, delivers us trom Plagues and 
Fears, Confuſion and Sorrow, trom the 
tormenting Guilt, and the cruel Uſurpa- 
tion and Outrages of our Luſts and Paſli- 
ons, and gives us im Exchange the noble 
Pleaſure of the Victory over our ſclves, 
who are our worſt Maſters, the Joys of 
Innocence, the Triumphs of a gcoJ Con- 
ſcience, and the Extaſtes of Heavenly 
Hopes, and direqs us tro the Regions of 
Bliſs, to Joys unſpeakable and everlaſting : 
Then may it be that the good Diſpoſiti- 
ons, which we may call the Seeds of Vir- 
tue, which ſeemed before as it were choak'd 
1n ſome with 1] Habits, -may be awakened, 
and revive ; and that others, who had 
ſome weak Inclinations to Religion , but 
had not ſtrength enough to bear the Con- 
tempt that now too often, if not gene- 
rally attends the ſincere Practice of it, to 
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g0 in an untrodden way, againſt the Ty- 
ranny of Cuſtom and Example, will take 
courage: Then may we hope to ſee Vir» 
tue, that hath been ſo long ſlighted and 
oppreſled, drawn out of its Obſcurity, de- 
livered from that Contempt which the Pre- 
valency and Infolence of Sin hath flung 
upon it, and imbittered it, be admired, 
embraced, and enthroned. So that the 
Magiſtrates taking away out of publick 
View Examples of Prophaneneſs and De- 
bauchery, by a ſtrict Execution of the Laws, 
ſeems as proper, if not as. neceſlary a 
means for the keeping of Vice from the 
further ſpreading its Contagion , and the 
retrieving of Virtue, as the preventing of 
thoſe that have the Plague upon them 
irom mixing with thoſe that are not in- 
feed, and ſhutting of them up is neceſ- 
ſary to the ſtopping the Raging of that 
Diſtemper; and as it 1s not to be doubted, 
that where thoſe that have the Plague vi- 
fibly upon them, are allowed to converſe 
promiſcuouſly with the Sound, even to 
walk publickly in the Streets, it muſt be 
2 certain ſign that the Diſtemper is Epi- 
demical, that there is little hopes of put- 
ting a ſtop to it ; or that thoſe whoſe pro- 
per Buſineſs it is to ſhut up, and take care 
of the Diſeaſed, are'themſelves infeed 
with the Diſtemper ; ſo it muſt in like 
1 Re manner: 
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manner be thought to be when there is 
no care taken of the moral Diſeaſes of a 
State, when publick Prophaneneſs and Vice 
not only go unpuniſhed by the Magiſtrate, 
but are triumphant. From hence there- 
fore 'tis evident, that ſuch Magiſtrates as 
diligently diſcharge their Office, are nor 
only inſtrumental in doing good to par- 
ticular Perſons, but to the Publick, and 
may be ſo of a General Reformation, and do 
therein what we have ground to believe is 
highly acceptable to God ; for thus faith 
God by the Prophet, Them that honour me * Sam. 5, 
I will honour ; and they that deſpiſe me ſhall ft 
be lightly efteemed. And accordingly we 
are told in the Holy Scriptures how ac- 
ceptable to God the Zeal of Phinehas was, 
in Executing of Judgment upon. Zimrz and 
Cosbi; Behold, I give unto him my Cove- Numb.25» 
nant of Peace, and he ſhall have it, and his **» 3: 
Seed after him, even the Covenant of an 
Everlaſting Prieſihood, becauſe he was Zea» 
lows for his God, &c. And the . P/almiſt Pſal. 106, 
tells us, That it was accounted to him for ** 
Righteouſneſs unto all Generations for ever= 
more. 

But now ſince His Majeſty's late Procla- 
mation, and the Addreſs of the Houſe of 
| Commons to His Majeſty, do not only 
give us too great reaſon to fear, that all 
Magiſtrates will not duly conſider this as 
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they ought, but plainly tell our Magiſtrates, 
That their Negligence and Unfaithfulneſs in 
their Office is the great Cauſe of the De- 
bauchery and Prophaneneſs of the Kingdom : 
Ic may not be indecent or improper m this 
place to ſhew, in ſome Inſtances, how 
Magiſtrates may be liable to this Imputa- 
tion. And firſt, ſuch Magiſtrates as can 
take ſuch Solemn Oaths, and accept of ſuch 
Truſts, without any ſerious Intention to 
diſcharge them, who, tho' they are not vi- 
cious themſelves, can obſerve, without 
any concern, the Breaches of God's Laws ; 
nay, in the courſe of many Years do not 
exerciſe their Authority, by any one ſingle 
at, for the Puniſhing and Suppreſſing of 
the horrid Indignities that are daringly and 
almoſt in all Places offered to the Great 


GOD of Heaven and Earth, at the ſame 


time that they are very ſenſible of, and 
do highly reſent any Affronts that are of- 
ſered their Prince, and even their own 
Perſons : Or thoſe that are ſo wonderfully 
gentle and flexible, ſo over-run with Pity, 
chat they can diſcharge Impious and Des» 
bauched Wretches upon any common Pre- 
tences, their Cries or Complaints, or the 
ſcandalous Interceſſions of their powerful 
Advocates, tho* frequently brought before 
them, and often with great difficulty by 
faithful Officers, or zealous Infprmers. As 
R : Fe 
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the infliting of Puniſhment on ſuch Of- 
fenders is what Magiſtrates are ſtrialy 
obliged to, and is moreover what a juſt 
Compaſſion to Criminals and the Commu» 
nity do loudly call for: So, on the con- 
trary , this Gentleneſs to them, which I 
have deſcribed, is a great Injuſtice, and 
may, I think, be reckoned among thoſe 
Mercies that Solomos tells us 


are cruel. * It muſt at firſt + * Sicut eſt mifericoriia 
puniens, ita eſt crudchitas 


naming appear to thinking 5... 
Men a fooliſh and criminal 

Pity,. a great Cruelty to the Offenders 
themſelves, and the Community. To the 
Offenders themſelves, who by being ſuffered 
to paſs unpuniſhed in their wicked Cours 
ſes, generally go on, frequently grow ob- 
ſtinate in them, and often bring on them- 
ſelves, with the Permiſſion, or by the 
Judgment of God, far greater Sufferings 
in this World than the legal Puniſhment 
of them would have amounted to ; the 
Ruine of their Eſtates, Families, Health, a 
ſudden or a ſcandalous Death by publick 
Juſtice, and without Repentance, Everlaſt- 
ing Deſtruction in the World to come ; 
all which the timely and wholeſome Pu- 
niſhment of them by the Magi/frate might 
have been a means of pre- 


venting. * But this Gentle» _ * Clementiores lege ju- 
dices efſe non oportet, 


neſs is a Cruelty and great In- 
= juſtice 


J7 
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Legum ac Magiſtra- 
tuum contemptum ſequun- 
tur populi ſeditioſe voces, 
& adverſus Principes ipſos 
eonjurationes ac defeQtio» 
nes, Bodin, Rep. Lib.3. c.1. 


Gen. 9.6. 
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juſtice to the Community ; for hereby pub. 
lick Juſtice is obſtructed and triumph'd 
over, Magiſtracy is deſpiſed, 
the + Government it (elf is dif- 
paraged and weakned, Natio- 
nal Guilt, which calls for Na« 


tracted ; thoſe that are either 
already aQtually vicious, or 
that have vicious Inclinations, are encou- 
raged to continue or to engage 1n ill Cour. 
ſes, which the Body of the People groan 
under the fad Efftes of, by the continual 


Sufferings of one kind or other that are + 


by this means brought upon them : And 
thus other Mens Sins ſeem to be made, in 
ſome ſenſe, the Sins of Magiſtrates, accord- 
ing to that known Saying, That he that 
permits Offences to be committed , which 
he hath Power and Opportunity to pre- 
vent, doth in ſome ſort command them to 
be done ; or in Scripture-phraſe , Magj- 
ſtrates hereby ſeem to be Partakers in others 
Sins, Out of a ſenſe whereof, a former 
Prince of this :Nation 1s reported to have 
ſaid, upon his hearing that a Perſon whom 
he had pardoned for one Murther, againſt 
the expreſs Word of God, had committed 
another , That he himſelf Murthered the ſe- 
cond Perſon, by Pardoning the Offender for 
his firſt Offence. Such Magiſtrates _ > 
theſe 


tional Puniſhment, is con» | 
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theſe are plainly acceſſory to the Debauche- 
ry of the Nation ; as, in the next place, 


thoſe muſt be thought to have been, if 


there hath been any ſuch who have been 
ſo far from applying themſelves, as their 
0aths oblige them, to the Execution of the 
Laws againſt Prophaneneſs and Yice, that 
they have uſed their Skill and Diligence 
to diſcourage and hinder thoſe, of their 
own Body in doing their Duty, Yho have 
had the Honeſty and Zeal to diſcharge it, 
by making it troubleſome and difficult to 
them , by muſtering up, upon Occaſion, 
fallacious Arguments, even the common 
Excuſes of Criminals apainſt their Proſe- 
cution and Puniſhment. As for Inſtance : 
If they ſhould have urged againſt the Pu- 
niſhing of Men for Swearing and Curfing, 
that *tis too ſevere to make Men Exam- 
ples for Words, which, tho' they ſhould 
not be uſed, may fall from them unawares, 
without an ill Intention, and without In- 
jury , no Man being ſuppoſed to be the 
worſe for another Man's Prophanely wiſh- 
ing him Damnation ; and it Men are ac- 
cuſtomed to ſuch Language, or likewiſe to 
Drunkenneſs or Lewdneſs, 'tis difficult to 
break Habits, eſpecially of fuch Vices to 
which we have Temptations from our cor- 
rupt Nature ; and therefore to puniſh Gen- 
tlemen for theſe Offences, ſeems to be ill 
wy | © Breeding, 
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Breeding, as well as Severity, and to tend 
moreover to the deſtroying of Converſ. 
tion, and to the making of Life an inſipid 
thing ; and to execute the Laws againſt 


Vice and Prophaneneſs upon Men of an in- 


ferior Rank, is to diſable them to 'pay 
Taxes, for the- Support of the Govern- 
ment, the Reſtraining more eſpecially of 
ſome of them from frequenting of Ale. 
Houſes and Taverns on the Lord's- Day, and 
others of them from the Permitting . of 
Tipling in thoſe Houſes, is the dire way 
to leflen His Majeſty's Revenue ariſing by 
Exciſe, &c. If ſuch Arguments as theſe 
ſhould have been made uſe of by Magi- 
ſtrates in this, or in the former Reigns, 
to obſtru&t the Suppreſſion of theſe Enor- 
mities, it will be readily confeſſed by Men 


of any virtuous Principles, That ſuch Men 


plainly fall under the Charge of being a great 
Cauſe of the Debauchery of the Nation. But 
having been led beſides my Intention to 
name theſe fallacious and ſcandalous Ar- 
guments, and particularly the laſt and 
moſt ſpecious of them that concerns the 
Exciſe, I ask leave of my Reader, leſt we 
ſhould have any ſuch Men among us as 
ſhould be fo over-run with Concern for 
the Supplies of the Government as to have 
little or no Concern for their Duty to their 
God, or Regard to his Providence over- 

| ruling 
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ruling Kingdoms, and ſhould not there- 
fore be ſenſible of either the Impiety or 
Abſurdity of theſe Arguments, to put ſuch 
in mind, That if the poorer ſort of Men 
are allowed to ſpend all, or a great part 
of their Money in Taverns and Ale-Houſes, 
they will not be in a very good Condition 
to maintain their Families, or to pay 
Taxes, which ſuch Men are, upon this 
Occaſion, I doubt, chiefly concerned a- 
bout ; or that if Men of a Superior Rank 
have Money enough to maintain their Fa- 
milies, and diſcharge their other Obliga- 
tions, and to ſpare, and they have no 
better Inclinations than to carry it to thoſe 
Houſes, they have time enough to ſpend 
it in them on the other ſix days of the 
Week, without doing it upon the Lord's- 


| Day, to the Negle& of their Duty to their 


Families, and the manifeſt Danger of the 
Ruine of their own Souls ; or that, laſtly, 
if a conſiderable Number of fuch Houſes, 
many of which are Stews or Receptacles 
for High-way-Men , £oiners, and Pick- 
Pockets, were ſuppreſſed, as they ought 
to be by Law, we ſhould therein a& agree- 
ably to the common Reaſon of Mankind, 
as well as to the Wiſdom of our Anceſtors, 
who, from a ſenſe of the great Miſchief 
that is done the Publick, by ſuffering an 
unnecellary Number of Publick Houſes ; 
the 
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| the true and reaſonable Deſign and Uſe 
whereof are, as 1s obſerved in the Pre 

1 7ac.Reg. amble of one of our Statutes, for the Ex 
cap. 9 tertainment of Travellers, and for the Con 
venience of Day-Labourers, and poorer Per. 

ſons, and not for a Refuge*for idle and yj. 

cious People, thought it neceſſary to dif: 
courage the Encreaſe, and to reſtrain the 
exceſhive Number of them by the Laws 

r1 Her, 7. made for this purpoſe : If this, I ſay, was 
"7 *:, now done, there would be enough leſt as 
5 8. . | 
6, cap25, Might be ſufficient not only to anſwer the 
reaſonable Uſes of them, but to ruine, as 

tis not, I think, to be doubted they aQu- 

ally do, many more Families than are ſup- 

ported by them ; and the Perſons that 

keep ſuch diſorderly Houſes, as they might 


uſefully to the Publick, in ſome other way 
of Living than in this Employment, which 
ſeems, above moſt others, deſtructive to it; 
From a Conſideration whereof, we may 
ſuppoſe it was, that our late Gracious 
| Queen, in the Abftnce of the King , did 
ſignifie by the Right Honourable the Lord 
Chancellour of Eng/and, to the Juſtices of 
Middleſex, whom his Lordſhip ordered to 
wait on him upon this Occaſion, (as by 
their printed Order made in purſuance of 
it may appear ) That it was Her Majeſty's 
Pleaſure that they ſhould uſe their _— 
| Dil 


be much more honeſtly employed, ſo more * 
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Diligence to prevent the Frequenting of 
Ale-FTouſes and Taverns on the Lord's-Day, 
as well out of time of Divine Service as in, 
by putting the Laws made againſt Tipling : 7a. 9. 
in thoſe Houſes in ſtri& Execution, which 7 7--< 4+ 
they are ſince put in mind of by His Ma- GED 
jeſty's late Proclamation, But ſuch Objecti- 4 7ac. c. 5. 
ons as theſe have ſo little appearance of 
common ſenſe, and leſs of a good meaning 


in them, that they do not deſerve a more 


_ particular Confutation; and as they ſerve 


as well for the not Puniſhing Perjury, Brie 
bery, &c. ſo they would be with much 
more Decency offered, and one would hope 
ſooner to hear of them urged, under a Hea- 
then Government, than in a Proteſtant 
Country , and eſpecially under the Reign 
of a Prince that hath declared that he de- 
fires his Government ſhould be ſupported 
by the Virtues, and not the Vices of his 
People, It therefore fuch Arguments as 
theſe ſhould be uſed in this Reign, eſpe- 
cially by Magiſtrates, What an Indignity 
would thereby be offered to the King, and 
to the Nation 2 His Majeſty hath nor 
ſurely gone through ſo many Years Fa- 
tigues, and expoſed Himſelf to ſo many 
Perſonal Dangers by Land and-Sea, and 
the Nation hath not loſt ſo much Blood, 
and ſpent ſo many Millions for the ſecu«- 
rigg of our Liberties, and the obtaining a 
Peace 
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Peace with our Neighbours , that bad Men 
may have the Liberty to Blaſpheme thy 
God of Heaven, and by their crying Sins 
to provoke Him to deſtroy us ; to fling 
Contempt upon Religion, and inſult over 
our Laws, and to ruine us as well as them- 
ſelves, under the falſe and ſcandalous Pre- 
tences that we ſhall be, by their Impunity, 
the better enabled to pay off the Debt that 
is upon the Nation ; that His Majeſty's Re- 
venue will be encreaſed by the Encreaſe 
of Drunkenneſs, Prophanation of the Lord's 
Day, &c. If we ſhould have any Mayji- 
ſtrates who ſhould thus wildly argue, to 
hinder the Proſecution of ſuch Offenders ; 
and if this Frenzy ſhould thereby prevail, 
What an infatuated Nation muſt we be | 
thought to be > But ſuppoſing that we are 
not in danger of Magiſtrates, eſpecially in 
this Reign, that ſhall thus abuſe their Au- 
thority to the vileſt Purpoſes, by making 
it a Covert for acting the baſeſt things, 
what ſhall we think, in the next place, of 
ſuch Magiſtrates, if we ſhould have any of 
them, who, when their-Commzſon tells them 
that they are to keep the Laws, as well as 
cauſe them to be kept, ſhould frequently and 
openly break them, by whoſe bad Exam- 
ples Multitudes may be led into vicious 
Courſes, or confirmed in them, and by it 
and their Unfaithfulneſs in their Office, 
| (which 
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{ which I take to be generally a Conſe- 
quence of the other) a Nation may be 
drawn into Ruine, inſtead of being re- 
fornfed by them ? May not ſuch Magi/frates 
be juſtly charged with being a great Cauſe 
of the Debauchery of the Nation ? And 
what a load of Guilt muſt thereby lie upon 
them ? Unhappy Men; that when they 
have ſo many Sins of their own, they. will 
by this means contradt fo terrible an Addi- 
tion to them, Hiſtory may; I think, tell 
them of more than one Z»faithful Mazi- 
ftrate who have been flea'd, and whoſe 
Skins have ſerv'd to cover the Bench or 
Place where they fate: But what is this 
Puniſhment to that which an ©»faithful 
Magiſtrate hath reaſon to fear in the next 
World, tho* he meets with none in this ? 
Suppoſing then from His Majeſty's Procla- 
mation, and the Addreſs of the late Houſe 
of Commons, that there may have been;: 
withia vur Memory, ſome ſuch Magiſtrates 


. as theſe; does it not behove ſuch Men ſpee- 


dily to lay to heart the_dreadfnl Sin of 
their having been Promoters of the De- 
vil's Kingdom, arid of publick Ruine > And 
I need not ſurcly tell them, that *cis not 
enough for them to be ſenſible of their 
Guilt and Danger, to be ſorry for the 


_ great Miſchief they have done their Coun- 


try, without heartily endeayouring, as they 
haye 
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have opportunity, to retrieve it by their fu: 
ture Diligence and contrary Behaviour. The 
Nature of diſtributive Juſtice, which their 
Office acquaints them with, requires a Man 
to repair the Injuries he has done to any; 
This is fo ſtated a Rule among Divines, 
in the various kinds of known and wil- 
ful Injuries we may do to the Souls and 
Bodies, Eſtates and Reputation of our 
Neighbours 3 and is ſo generally acknows 
ledged, that I ſhall not labour to prove it. 
If then *tis allow'd, that all forts of wil- 
ful Injuries that we do our Neighbours , 
without Repentance for theni, expoſe us to 
the Juſtice of God ; and that our Repen- 
tance is not in ordinary Caſes reckoned 
ſound and compleat, unleſs we endeavour, 
when it is in our power, to repair the In- 
juries we have done; Can ſuch Men be 
imagined fo blindly partial to themſelves, 
as not to think, when they have pub- 
lickly diſhonoured- God , have drawn, by 


their wicked Examples, Numbers of Men 


into Sin, or confirmed 'em in it, have 
made. uſe of their Authority to patronize 
Vice, (and perhaps to diſcredit and op- 
poſe juſt Endeavours of Reformation Y in 
Contempt of their Oaths and Truſts ; and 
have thereby done ſo much Injury to a 
Kingdom, that they are not obliged, for 
the remoying the load of Guilt that is 


upon 
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upon them, the obtaining Forgiveneſs from 
God, 4 well-grounded Peace in their own 
Minds, and: Eſteem from Men, ſincerely 
to endeavour to repair the . Injuries they 
have done Relizion, their Neighbours, or 
their Country, by their future Care and Di- 
ligence ? And till they do give the World 
ſome proof of this, they will riot take it 
amiſs if we do not think, that their late 
Repreſentatives in Parliament have put 
them wunder too heavy a Charge ; and if 
we fay that this is ſo very Great, that 
'tho' we are ſure that the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion is the beſt Religion in the World ; 
yet it ſo much condemns ſuch Pracices , 
that ſuch as are guilty of them are a dif- 
honour. to. their Profeſſion, that we rec- 
kon honeſt Feathens are not the worſt fort 
of Men ; or rather, that there are few, if 
any, worſe than corrupt and unfaithful 
Magiſtrates. And therefore, methinks, tho' 
ſuch Magiſtrates were deaf to all Counſel, 
were ſo given over to a Spirit of Slumber, 

that no Motives that have been offered 

them from Religion will make any ſuch 

Impreſſion upon them, as to awaken them 

to a ſenſe of their Sin and Danger, if they 

tlave yet any thing of the Modeſty of 

Men remaining, Shame might oblige them 

to a better B:haviour ; that they ſhould 

not be able to look a Man in the Face 

F > that 
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that hath a Love to God and his Couns 
try ; but more eſpecially, that they ſhould 
be in the greateſt Confuſion to hear in 
our Churches, if they ſhould come there, 
the King's Proclamation Four times in the 
Year , charging them with being the 
great Cauſe of the Increaſe of Prophane- 
eſs and Yice in the Nation. It hath 
been generally thought an Indication of a 
good and generous Mind to defire an ho- 
neſt Reputation among Men ; and, on the 
contrary, a ſign of a baſe Soul wholly to 
deſpiſe it ; on which Conſideration Soloy 
might well preſume in the Laws he gave 
the Athenians, That he that hath no Yalue 
for his Reputation, will have little or m © 
Regard to the publick Intereſt : For how |} 
can it be reaſonably imagined, that he'_ 
ſhould have a tender ſenſe of the Ho- 
nour or Intereſt of his Country , who 
hath no ſenſe of his own Honour and 
greateſt Intereſt, but that he will facri- 
fice them upon Occaſion 2 Indeed, he 
that hath neither regard to Conſcience, 
nor ſenſe of Shame, ſeems not only in 
great danger of not being reduced to 
Virtue . by any common Methods, but 
to be loſt to almoſt all good Purpoſes, 
to be unfit for common TIntercourſes 
with Men, but much more unfit to be 
honoured and entruſted with the on 
9] 


of the 
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Execution and Maintenance of 


the Laws, wherein the Religion, * the 


Honour and Proſperity of the 
Nation is ſo highly concerned : 
And therefore I ſubmit it to 
the Judgment of thoſe who are 
more eſpecially concerned to 
con(ider of theſe important Mat. 
ters, whether it 1s not highly 
to be wiſhed, that eff tual Care 
may be taken for the prevent- 
ing the fatal Conſequences of 
ſuch Mens obtaining, in any 


* Inter omnia quz 
Rempublicam ejuſque 
felicitatem conſervant, 
quid utilius, quid pre- 
ſtantius quam viros ad 
Magiſtratus gerendcs 
eligere, ſumma pru- 
dentia & virtute pr» 
ditos ? quique ad ho- 
nores obtinendos non 
ambitione , non Jargi- 
tionibus, ſed virtute & 
modeſtia ſibi parent adis 
cum, 


future Reign, Commiſſions of this kind , 
particularly by diſabling any to hold them 
aſter they are convicted a certain number 
of times of the Violations of the Laws 


which they are entruſted to execute. 


F Or 


it we enquire into the Reaſons of the Hap+ 
pineſs of moſt, it not all of thoſe Nati- 
ons, who have arrived at the greateſt 
pitch of Glory and Proſperity, we ſhall, 
] believe, have a general Conſent, That the 


Diligence- and Faithfulneſs of 
Magiſtrates hav been one of 
the greateſt Cauſes of it, un- 
queſtionably far more inſtru- 
mental therein than good Þ+ 


Laws, which, we know, are but 
dead Letters without the Ma- 
piſtrates Execution 


of them, 
F 3 


+ Vere dict poteſt Ma. 
grſtratum legem eſſe 1o- 
quentem, legem autem 
mutum «fie Magiſtra- 
tum, Magiſtratibus igi- 
tur opus eſt, ſine quo- 
rum ptudentia & dilj- 
gentia Civitas non po- 
teſt ſtare, Cic, de Leg, 


p. 232. 
And 


y 
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"4 Cum leges omnes 
ye] optimz abſque pro- 
batiſſimis Magiſtratibus 
mortuz finc, Magiſtra- 
tus autem ' optimi vel 
abſque legibus ſcriptis 
ip ſunt” dive leges, 
merito Plato 'non in 
condendis Legibus, ſed 
formandis Moagiſtrati- 
bus omni diligentia ela» 
boravic, [a - 
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* And therefore Plato, in his 
Common- Wealth, appointed that 
the Conſervators 'of the Laws, 
whoſe chief Care was to pro- 
mote Virtue, ſhould be ſuch 
Men as were Eminent for Virtue, 
and + more apply'd himſelf to 
the Forming of Magiſtrates than 
Laws, And accordingly *twas 
wiſely obſerved by Cicero, That 
if Magiſtrates keep the _ Laws 
themſelves, they had little more 
to wiſh for. And by the Fa- 
mous Athenian Law-giver, That 
Magiſtrates ought to Obey the 
Laws, as well as the People the. 
Magiſtrates, that a Government 
may be laſting Indeed we cannot 
eaſily. conceive how any Nation 
can be long happy without good 
Magiſtrates : So that 'tis with 
great Reaſon that our Church 


direts us to pray, That g/l that are 
put in Authority may truly aud indiffes 
rently miniſter Juſtice, #» the Puniſhment 
of Wickedneſs and Vice , aud to the Mainte- 
auce” of *God's true ' Religion and Virtue ; 
and that we eſteem thoſe that thus dif 
charge 'their Duty as great Bleſſings to 
their- Country, and may praiſe God for _ 
them ;' and, on the contrary, that we think 


that thoſe unhappy Men , who 


under the 


bl 
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Obligations of Oaths and Truſts have neg- 
lected or oppoſed the Execution of the 
Laws for the Puniſhment of Wickedneſs 
and Vice, and Maintenance of Religion, 
do deſervedly lie under the dreadful Im- 
putation of having been a great Cauſe of 
the Prophaneneſs and Detbauchery of the Na- 
tion, and the fatal Enemies of it, ſince we 
may look on that Nation, whether it be 
our own, or any other, to be in a very 
languiſhing Condition, and in manifeſt 
danger of Ruine, where the Magiſtrates, 
and the Generality of Men of greater Ranks, 
who have, by their being placed in higher 
Stations, as Stars in higher Qcbs, ſo mas» 
ny Advantages to conduct the lower Ranks 
of Men by the ſhining Examþles of virug 
ous Lives, to fupport the Reputation an 

Intereſt of Virtue, do, by the Abuſe of * 
their Authority, or by their vicious Beha= 
viour, ſcatter a peſtilential Infection where- 
ever they come, baſely mike uſe of the 
Advantages they have above others to the 
Diſhonour of God, by whoſe Permiſſion 
they enjoy them ; * inſtead of being Patrons 


of Religion, help to debauch thoſe about | Nam I 
. ” cet vides 

them, and ruine their Country. = So 
zeplicare 


memoriam temporum, qualeſcunque ſummi Civiratis fuerint, talem 
Civitatem fujſſe. Idque haud pauld eſt verius quam quecd Platont 
noſtro placet, qui Muſicorum cantibus ait mutatis, mutari Civitatum. 
Qatus, ego autem Nobilium vita, vicuque mutato , mores mutari. 
Civitarym puto » Cie. ae Leg. þ. 3 36, | 
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Iaferior Officers are likewiſe obliged by 
their Oaths, as well as by the Deſign of 
their Offices, to be diligent if bringing 
Offenders to Puniſhment ; and therefore 
they are highly criminal if they are neg- 
ligent therein, The Conſtable's Oath tells 
him, Zhat he is to uſe his Endeavour that 
Might-walkers be apprehended. To ſee that 
the Statutes made for puniſhaig Vagabonds, 
and ſuch idle Perſons, coming within his 
Bounds and Limits, be duly put in Exe- 
cution. To have a watchful Eye to ſuch-Per- 
ſons as ſhall maintain or keep any Common 
flouſe or Place where any unlawful Game 
, is or ſhall be uſed; as alſo, to ſuch as ſhall 
frequent or uſe ſuch Places, or ſhall uſe or 
erciſe any unlawful Games there or elſe» 
here, contrary to the Statutes, To pre- 
ſent at the Aſſizes, Seſſions of the Peace, 
or Leet, all and every the Offences done 
contrary to' the Statutes made'to reſtrain 
the inordinate haunting and tipling in Inns, 
Ale-houſgs, and other Vittualling-houfes , 
and for Repreſſing of Drunkenneſs ; and 
that he is well and duly, according to his 
Anwledge, Power , and Ability, to do and 
execute all other thinffs belonging to a Cons 
Pattle's Office. £4 


' Whoever therefore they be that under- 
take this Office, and wink at Offenders, 
or "do not endeavour to Ering them to 
3+ ; 1 ohh - n 3% p 
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Puniſhment, would do well to conſider 
how they can. be acquitted from Perjury ; 
but how much clearer is their Fault, if 
they negle& or refuſe to ſerve thoſe War- 
rants which are brought to them againſt 
Swearers, Drunkards, Lewd Perſons and 
Prophaners of the Lord's-Day; or to levy 
the ſeveral Forfeitures for thoſe Offences ? 
as too many Conſtables, Feadboroughs , 
Overſeers and Church Wardens have done, 
which the Commiſſion of a Juſtice of the 
Peace tells him he is to inquire after. 
Their Guilt is of the fame Nature with 
that of thoſe Juſtices, who diſcourage Infor- 
mations, and refuſe to ſign Warrants againſt 
ſuch Offenders, whereby, beſides all other 
Aggravations of their Sin before-mention'd, 
they hinder the Poor of that Relief which the 
Law gives them out of the Penalties upon 
thoſe - Statutes, which in ſome Caſes may 
happen to be the depriving 
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them of their Lives, * and * Panis Pauperum eft 


vita eorum, & qui frau- 
ought to be a dreadful Conſt» 1. © «t vir ſingui- 


deration to thoſe that have the nis. 
Guilt of it upon them ; the 
Poor having as good and undoubted a 
Right to theſe Forteitures, veſted in them 
by Law, as any Man bath to his own Eſtate. 
I have ſaid ſo much of the Conſtab/e*s Duty, 
that there is the leſs need of my adding 
much of the Church-Warden's , PREY 
an 


- 
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and other 7vferior Officers Obligations i! 
this reſpet, which fall in with that of 
the Conſtable's. 


The Church. Warden's and Sideſmen's - 
Oath does not run in the ſame terms in 
all Dioceſles, though their Office is, I ſup- 
poſe, much the fame in moſt, if not all, 
The Tenor of the Church- Wardex's and 
Sedeſmen's Oath in the Dioceſs of London, 
is as follows: | 


Tou ſhall Swear truly and faithfully to ex- 
ecute the Office of a Church- Warden 
within your Pariſh, and according to the 
beſt of your Skill and Knowledge preſent 
ſuch Things and Perſons as you know 
to be preſentable by the Laws Ecclefraſlts 
cal of the Realm. 2 


And one of the Articles of Enquiry exhi- 
bited to the Miniſters, Church-Wardens, 
and Sideſmen of every Pariſh, runs thus: 
Are any of your Pariſh known or fuſpefed to. 
te guilty of Inceſt, Adultery, Fornication, 
or any other Enormous Crimes > Do any Pro- 
phane the Lord's-Day, or any other great Holy- 
day, or the Name of GOD? And if the 
Church-Wardens and Sideſmen negle& to. 
Preſent, the Miniſters are told, Zhat they 
may, and ought to preſent, as they have the. 
bigheſt Obligations to ſuppreſs Iniquity. 
"EI FP > .-m_ 
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From hence 'tis plain, That the Power 
of Inferior Officers, as well as that of 
Magiſtrates, is great, and would have a 
very remarkable Effet for the Suppreſling 
of publick Diſorders if it was generally uſed, 
and might (with God's Bleſſing) go very 
far towards a National Reformation, with 
the Aſſiſtance of the Magiſtrate, if private 
Perſons would but do as, I conceive, becomes 
them, in giving Informations againſt Swear 
ers, Drunkards, Lewd Perſons, and Propha- 
ers of the Lord's-Day, to the Magiſtrate, 
which ſhall be my next Buſineſs to recom- 
mend to the Conſideration of all that have 
a Love to God, their Neighbour, or their 
Country. 

It hath been proved, That the Execn- 
tion of Good Laws is requiſite, in our pre- 
ſent Circumſtances, for the Suppreſling of 
Vice, and the Effeting a Reformation of 
Manners ; but Magiſtrates cannot put the 
Laws in Execution - againſt Offenders 
without they have the Knowledge of the 
Offences: And they cannot be preſent at 
all Places to obſerve them, tho' they have 
either ſuch a Senſe of their Duty, or fo 
pious a Concern to do all the good they 
can in their Office, as frequently to take 
their Walks, to obſerve Diſorders, as di- 
yers of the worthy Magiſtrates have here 
done, in the ſeveral Quarters of the Coun- 
p: = ® 1 | L . ty 
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ty in which they live, and in embracing all 
Opportunities of uſing their Authority for 
the Suppreſſing them : And thoſe Offences 
that are deeds of Darkneſs, it may be 
hoped, for. the Honour of our Magiſtrates, 
are not now generally and knowingly 
committed before them. Oae would think 
that the Preſence of a Magiſtrate ſhould 
have ſuch an Awe upon ill Men, that they 
ſhould not dare to tranſgreſs before him; 
That he ſhould reſent it as a high Aﬀront 
to him, if a Perſon of the higheſt Rank 
ſhould diſcover (ſo baſe an Opinion of him, as 
to expect that he ſhould be content to break 
his Oath, to ſuffer him, upon the Account 
of his Quality,:to go unpuniſhed for any . 
Offence of this kind committed before 

him. It is certainly much ſo where Ma+ 
giſtrates have a juſt Senſe of Honour, or 
are as Zealous and Faithful in the Diſ- 
charge of their Office as they ought, 
But the leſs this may reafonably be hoped 
from all Magiſtrates at this day ; there 
appears, I am ſure, the more reaſon, or 


' rather neceſſity, for private Perſons apply- 


ing themſelves to this Buſineſs of giving 
Informations to them of our reigning Sins, 
without which, 1t is not reaſonably to be 
expected that Offenders will be generally 
brought to Puniſhment, eſpecially in Cities 
and Corporations, where it may be pre- 
: ſumed 
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fumed , (without Uncharitableneſs, that 
many are daily either publickly or pri- 
vately breaking the Laws againſt Prophane- 
neſs and Immorality, 

Thus then pur giving of Informations of 


theſe Offences to the Magiſtrate ſeems 


abſolutely neceſſary in our preſent Circum- 
ſtances, as we heartily deſire or expect the 
Suppreſſion of Prophaneneſs and Vice by 
Humane Laws. And I deſire thoſe who 
would be informed whether there is any 
DireQion or Example for this Practice from 


" the Word of God, to conſider the follow- 


ing Texts of Scripture : If there be found Dent. 17. 
among you within any of thy Gates which the _ 


. Lord thy God giveth thee, Man or Woman 


that hath wrought Wickedneſs in the fight of 
the Lord thy God, in tranſgreſſing his Co- 
venant, And he hath gone and ſerved other ye. 2, 
Gods, and worſhipped them, And it be told ver. 4. 
thee, and thou haſt heard of it, and enquired 
diligently, and behold it be true, and the 
thing certain, that ſuch Abomination is 
wrought in Iſrael: Then ſhalt thou bring Ver. g. 
forth that Man, or that Woman, (which hath 
committed that Wicked thing) unto thy 
Gates, even that Man or that Woman, and 


ſhalt lone them with Stones till they die. 


And the Iſraelitiſh Womas's Son Blaſdhemed Lv. 24. 
the Name of the Lord, and Curſed, and ro: 
they brought him unto Moſes, And the Ver. 13. 
Lord 


Mart. 18. 
17. 


Ver. 8, 


Ver. 9. 


Ver. 13. 
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Lord ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, Bring forth 
him that hath Curſed without the Camp, 


and let all that heard him lay their Hand; 


upon his Head, and let all the Congrega: 


. tion ſtone him, Now when theſe things were 


done, the Princes came to me, ſaying, The 
People of Iſrael, and the Prieſts and the 
Levites, have not ſeparated themſelves from 
the People of the Lands, _ atcording to 
their Abominations, &c. And if he negleft 
to hear them, tell it to the Church. Nay, 
they would do well to conſider in how 


. many Inſtances, under the Jewiſh Diſpen- 


fation, thoſe who ſaw; or were acquainted 
with ſuch Offences, were poſitively com- 
manded to be Witneſſes or Informers a- 


gainſt the Perſons who committed then, 


tho? they were their neareſt Relations : 
Thus, 1f thy Brother, the Son of thy Me- 
ther, or thy Son, or thy Daughter , or the 


Wife of thy Boſom , or thy Friend which is ' 


as thine own Soul, entice thee ſecretly, ſay- 
ing, Let us go and ſerve other Gods. Thou 
ſhalt not conſent unto him, nor hearken unto 
him, neither ſhall thine Eye pity him, nei- 
ther ſhalt thou ſpare, neither ſhalt thou 
conceal him. But thou ſhalt ſurely kill him; 
thine Hand ſhall be firſt TL him to put 
him to Death , and afterwards the Hand of 
all the People. And all Iſrael ſhall hear, 
and fear, and ſhall do no more any ſuch 


Wicked 
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Wickedneſs as this is among you. Now tho? 
this Method of giving [nformations to the 


Magiſtrate againſt prophane and vicious - 
1 Perſons may appear to unthinking People 


to carry Severity in it, I ſhall endeavour 
to ſhew that it may be lookt on as a 
comprehenſive Branch of Charity, and a 
Religious Office , when *ris performed, as 
other good Ads ſhould be, with pure [n- 
tentions, upon proper Occaſions, and in a 
Chriſtian Temper. 

It is, in the firſt place, a great Kindneſs 
to the Poor ; the Money that is raiſed by 
Convictions upon theſe Statutes againſt 
Prophaneneſs and Vice being by Law 
given to them, whereby they have in 
Fat had, for ſeveral Years paſt, in Londox 
and Weſtminſter, a conſiderable Supply, in 
the times of their great Diſtreſs z and 
the Burthen of the Proviſion for them, 
that hath lain ſo heavy on Pariſhes, hath 
been eaſed: So that this Office, if there 
was no other Reafon for it, one would think 
' ſhould be agreeable ro Men of Charity, 
to thoſe eſpecially whoſe Circumſtances 
will not permit them to give ſuch Aſſi- 
ſtance to the Poor as they could otherwiſe 
wiſh ; the Good of our poor Neighbour be- 
ing hereby promoted by the ſame Ad that 
prevents God's Diſhonour. But the giving of 
Informations againſt Offenders will, I con- 
celve, 
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ceive, be found, upon an impartial Enz 
quiry, to be a real 4 of Charity, everi 
towards the Perſons offending, and to the 
Publick, as well as to thoſe who are 
relieved by the Penalties levied upon | 
them. 

'Tis univerſally acknowledged ; that we 
are not only to apply our ſelves to the 
working out our own. Salvation, but that 
we are to be concern'd for the Salvation 
of one anothers Souls, and to ,endeavour 
to further it, according to our Advantages 
and Opportunities ; and that this Care is 
an Expreſſion of great Charity to our 
Neighbour, and highly acceptable to Al 
mighty God: For we are told, That he 
which converteth a Sinner from the Erroar of 
his way, ſhall ſave a Soul from Death, and ſhall 
hide a multitude of Sins ; and that they that 
turn many to Righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine as tht / 
Stars for ever and ever, * Prayer, Exhortatis 
on, Admonition, Reproof, and good Example; 
are all proper means for this end, and are 
plainly inculcated in the Word of God ; but 
when there is but little or no hope of our 
Neighbour's Amendment by the uſe of fach 
means, as I conceive there often is, where 
the Offender is ſo impudent and hardned, 
that he deſpiſes Counſel and Reproof, or 
they make no ſort of good Impreſſion up- 
on him, but he rather takes an Occs 
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fion to commit the more Sin, by falling into 
Paſſion, or other Unchriſtian Irregularities, 
and he bids defiance to all other means, as he 
too often does, when he isſo far from being a- 
ſhamed of his Wickedneſs, that he values him- 


ſelf upon it, and makes a Mock at Sin, 2s S0- cxopne.9. © 
lomon tells us Fools do, that he calls upon =. 


his Maker to damn him, er he otherwiſe 
glories in his Shame: And our Saviour's Di- 


retion takes place, of not. caſting of Pearls Matt. 9. 6. 


before Swine : Ang we have, laſtly, little or 
no reaſon to expect any help or redreſs in 
this caſe from the Eccleſiaſtical Power, by 
telling his Offences to the Church: Is it not 
an Act of Charity to try what the bring- 
ing the Offender to a legal. CorreQtion will 
do towards the recovering the poor Cap- 
tive out of the Snare of the Devil, and bring- 
ing him to a right mind > And does not the < 
negle& of doing this, the ſuffering him to go 
on in his wicked Courſes, to the manifeſt dan- 
ger of the ruin of his Temporal and Eternal 


' Intereſt, rather than the bringing him to whol- 


ſome Puniſhment, ſeem rather an Argument 
of fooliſh Pity, than of Love ; of a cruel and 
treacherous Fondneſs, than real Kindneſs 2 We 
do not think it an expreſſion of Kindneſs to 
our deareſt Relations, that are lying under 
dangerous Diſtempers, to chule rather to ſee 
them quietly die, than to uſe Medicines that 
will give them more Pain and Diſturbance, 
but are proper for the Recovering them. And 
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it is not the leſs Kindneſs to them becauſe in 
their deſperate and delirous Fits they have not 
aSence of the Good we intend them by it, but 
refuſe the Remedy, and perhaps fly in the Face 
of the Phyſician ; nay, when Inciſions are ne- 
ceſfary, when a Member is to be cut off to 
prevent a Gangreen, we tie them down, and 
their Cries and Reproaches of hardſhip and ill 
uſage, though they are in their Senſes, do not 
hinder the Operation. And have we not fo 
much Compaſlion for thoſe miſerable Crea- 
tures who have little or to true Compaſſion 
for themſelves, that lie under the Lethargy ef - 
Sin, whereby their Souls are in fo great and 
evident danger of being for ever loſt, to endea- 
vour, by the Magiſtrates Puniſhment of them, 
to ſcarifie and awaken them out of their dead- 
ly Sleep, to a Senſe of their dangerous Condi- 
tion 2 and the Conſideration of it, which may 
have its beginning in the Fear of the Law, that 
they are driven to by the Shame and Puniſh- 
ment thatis thereby brought upon them, may 
be a means of working the happieſt Effeds, 
may endin their heartily embracing wholſome 
Counſels. And will not they then think, that 
they that brought them to legal CorreQion 
did them a Kindneſs, how grievous ſoever it 
was to them when it was upon them; and that 
it was happy for them that they met with that 
Puniſhment that led them to Wiſdom ? and 
when this Method for the good of our Neigh- 
bour's Soul fails, we may, as akter the _—y 
Orner 
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other proper means for the Cure of his Body, 
though without Effet, reaſonably give our 
ſelves ſome fatisfation upon this Conſiderati- 
on alone: But, in the next place, this Pra- 
ice is however a high Service to the Com- 
munity ; for Religion being every Man's great 
Intereſt, every one's Work or Duty, * the 
Community, according to the Senſe of the 
Civil Law, is injured by the Contempt that is 
flung upon it, by the open Afﬀronts and Vio- 
lations of it, which every Man, as in a com- 
mon Cauſe, is therefore concerned to prevent. 
Now the Exemplary Puniſhment of open Of- 
fenders is the proper way (as Reaſon and Ex- 
perience may convince us) to repreſs publick 
Vice and Prophaneneſs, to keep the Generali- 
ty from it, and to prevent God's Diſhonour: 
It is, I conceive, one way moreover to keep us 
from being Partakers in other Men's Sins, and 
« to take away National Guilt ; for a Nation 


* Religio 
contami- 
nata ad O- 
mnium 
pertinet 
Injuriam. 


may then be ſuppoſed rocontra& publick Guilt - 


when Wickednefſs is publick and inſolent, when 
the Supreme or Subordinate Magiſtrates and 
Miniſters do, by their own ill Examples, and 
by their not Exerciſing their Power or Autho« 
rity, countenance and confirm Men in it, and 
the Body of the People have no concern for the 
Suppreſliftg of it : But a Nation isnot thought 
to draw upon it that publick Guilt which calls 
for National Puniſhment by the private Sins 
of particular Perſons, which could not be pre- 
vented by either the Magiſtrates, Miniſters, 
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or the Peoples Care and Endeavours ; much 
of which ſeem to be intimated to us, as from 
other Texts of Scripture, ſo particularly from 
theſe following : The hands of the Witneſſes ſhall 
be firſt upon him to put him to Death, and after- 
ward the hands of all the People. So thou 
ſhalt put the Evil away from among you. And 
all the People ſhall hear and fear, and do 
mo more preſumptuouſly, Then ſhall his Fa- 
ther and his Mother lay hold on him, and bring 
him unto the Elders of his City, and unto the 
Gate of his Place. And they ſhall ſay unto the 
Elders of his City, This our Son is ſtubborn and 
rebellious, he will not obey our Voice ; he is a 
Glutton and a Drunkard. And all the Men of 
his City ſhall ſtone him with Stones that he die : 
So ſhalt thou put Evil away from among you, and 
all Iſrael ſhall hear and fear. Where we may 
obſerve, that for the ſuppreſſing of Sin, and 
the preventing of publick Guilt, even Parents 
were commanded to bring their own Chil- 
dren to be punithed with Death, if after they 
were corrected by them for Gluttony and 
Drunkenneſs, &c. they were not amended by 
It. | 
If then the Puniſhment of Offenders, by the 
Execution of the Laws againſt Debauchery and 
Prophancenels, is neceſſary to the Suppretling 
of Vice, and thoſe Laws will not be generally 
Executed, unleſs Perſons acquaint Magiſtrates 
with the Breaches of them ; if thoſe that do 
ſo exercile Charity to the Souls of the home 
ers, 
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ders, take a proper courſe thereby to avoid a 
Participation in their Guilt, to make a Provi- 
ſion for the Wants of the Poor, to promote a 
general Reformation of Manners, to remove 
National Guilt, and prevent God's Judgments 
falling upon the Body of a People, can any 
wiſe and good Men, that duly conſider theſe 
things, conclude, that they that zealouſly, 
and upon proper occaſions, give informations 
to the Magiſtrates of the crying Enormities of 
this Kingdom, do that which is not agreeable 
to their Profeſſion, as becomes Chriſtians, or as 
good Members of the Community? nay, that 
coniidering our preſent circumſtances,that there 
is ſo little probavility that a general Reformati- 
on of Manners will be carried on without it, 
whether they are not almolt, it not altogether as 
 necellary for this purpoſe as our Statute-Book, 
I was like to have ſaid, as even our Magiſtra- 
cy? And then, laſtly, can any wiſe and un- 
prejudiced Men think, that ſuch {crviceable 
Perſons as theſe, that often cxpoſe themlelves 
to Inconveniencies in diſcharging this Office 
for Conſcience-ſake, which may be perhaps 
the moſt difficult and invidious, and therefore 
a highly honourable part in this arduous work 
of Reformation, do not deſerve == reſpect, 
and good words at leaſt from thoſe, who, tho' 
they have juit thoughts of the Reaſonableneſs 
and Neceſlity of it, have not Zeal enough them- 
ſelves to diſcharge it? and the good words 
that are given them, and the reſpect that is 
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paid them upon this account, may, in many 
caſes, be a means of furthering this work, which 
are ſuch cheap and fafe things, that, 'tis to be 
hoped, they will not be thought too much to 
be afforded by the moſt faint-hearted Chriſti- 
an that is willing to contribute any Endeavours 
towards it; which, it may beexpected, thoſe 
that deſerve the Name of Chriſtians will. For 
though thoſe brave Men gre thus willing to 
expole themſelves, often toreproach and hard- 
ſhips from bad Men, for ſuch noble purpoſes, 
it will, I think, notwithſtanding, conſidering 
the infirmities of Humane nature, and the wic- 
kedneſs of this Nation, be' our Prudence and 
Religion toendeavour, by all proper methods, 
to prevent their being put too much upon the 
tryal of Sufterings from profligate Men, which, 
tis ſelf-evident, our particular countenance of 
them, and ſpeaking well of their Actions upon 
all due* occaſions will efteQually do. Our 
Laws ſuppoſe ſuch Men thus highly uſefull, as 
clear reaſon tells us they are, for the promo- 
tion of Virtue, and indeed for the preſervati- 
on of any Government. Her late Majeſty of 
Glorious Memory, in purſuance of Her great 
Deſign of Reforming the Nation, did therefore 
in Her Gracious Letter to the Juſtices of Mad- 
dleſex, Command them to give Encouragement 
to thoſe Perſons that ſhould bring them Informa: 
tions of theſe Offences ; and the Juſtices of Mid- 
dleſex, the Magiſtrates of Londoy, and of di 
vers other Cities of the Kingdom, from alſenſe 
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of the great Service that is done the Publick 
by ſuch perſons giving Informations, or rather, 
asmay be ſuppoſed, from the abſolute neceſſity 
of it, do in their Printed Orders invite thoſe 
that are Well-wiſhers to their Country, to 
bring them Informations of the Breaches of the 
Laws againſt Prophaneneſs and Immorality, and 
tell them 'tis their- Dury to do it, and pro- 
miſe to give them Encouragement. And now, 
laſtly, His Majeſty by His Proclamation does 
command all Judges, Mayors, Sheriffs, Juſti- 
ces of the Peace, and all other Officers and Mini- 
fters, both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, and all hi 
Subjets, whom it may concern, to be very Uigt- 
lant aud Strict z» the Diſcovery, a»dzhe ette- 
>ual Pzolecution a»d JSuniſhment of a Per- 
ſons who ſhall be guilty of Exceſſive Drinkin 
Blaſphemy, Prophane Swearing and Cur ſing, Lewd- 
neſs, Prophanation of the Lord's-Day, &c. as 
they will anſwer it to Almighty God, and upon 
pain of his higheſt Diſpleaſure. So that thoſe 
who oppoſe the giving of /nformations in theſe 
Caſes, not only ſeem direaly to ſtrike at the 
Foundation of our Conſtitution, but do oppoſe 
Reformation, and confront the Government, 
which are Enormities that demand a dueReſents» 
ment from all that are concerned for the honour 
of our Government, our Laws, or our Relt- 
gion. And if any Magiſtrates ſhould difcow- 
rage thoſe that bring them Informations on this 
occaſion, by giving them hard words, making 
their work as difficult to them as they can, 
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by wilfully forcing them to long and unnece(- 
fary Attendance on them in this Buſineſs, or 
not ſheltring them from the inſults of obſti- 
nate Offenders, if any ſhould be ſo inſolent 
and daring as to offer them, 'tis I think, evi- 
dent, that they not only act therein contrary 
to their Duty, as Chriſtians, but to their Oaths 
and Truft, as Magiſtrates, and to their Preten- 
ſions of Loyalty and Obedience to the Govern- 
ment, as Subjeats. And now, is it poſſible 
to conceive that any Magiſtrates can deſire the 
execurion of thoſe Laws; nay, that any that 
are not the greateſt Enemies toit, and are loſt 
to all ſenſe of rrue Honour as well as Conſci- 
ence, ſhould, in defiance of all their Obliga- 
tions, and in full Contradiction to their printed 
Orders with their Names to them, publickly 
ſet up by their direction on Churches and other 
publick Places, not treat with reſpe&, and 
give the greateſt Encouragement to thoſe ex- 
celient Perſons, particularly by making this 
buſineſs as ealie to them as they can, by pro- 
teting them from any kind of Afronts and 
Aſſaults from wicked Men, and giving them 
all poſſible diſpatch, ' who in ſuch a profligate 
Age do, for ihe preventing the !ndignities 
that are offered to the great God, and the 
ruin of their Country, bring 'them, gene- 
rally with trouble; and ſometimes with great 
difficulty , Informations - of ſuch Offences ? 
And, on the other hand, I do not ſee, gene- 
Pally ſpeaking ,. how thoſe that are - con- 
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vinced that the giving of Informations to Ma- 
giſtrates of theſe Offences is a Chriſtian Office, 
a likely and proper, if not a neceſſary means 
of Reformation of Manners, and yet wholly 
negle& the doing it at a time when they ſee 
their Fellow-Chriitians engaging ſucceſsfully 
in it, can in ordinary caſes eaſily fatisfie them- 
ſelves that they have a due Zeal for God's Ho- 
nour, or Charity to their Neighbours. Tis 
allowed, that this will be ſometimes done with 
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the more laudable is thedoing of it. A brave 
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Man, who refuſes to live under the ſlaviſh Do- Deum. 


minion of Cuſtom and Example, who frequent- 
ly works againſt Wind and Tide, and ſteers in 
the Tecth of Danger, muſt expect to be ſome- 
times tolt and batrerd 3 but Dangers and Dif- 
ficulties do often invite, rather than diſcourage 
ſuch a one from doing that which becomes 
him. Virtue could, | think, be hardly diſtin- 
guiſhed from a kind of Senſuality, if it were 
gained without any Labour. Every mean 
Soul can do ſuch things as require no Reſolu- 
tion or Courage, that are not attended with 
any trouble or inconvenience; but though 
there has never been ſo general a corruption 
in any Age or Nation, as that there have not 
been ſome conſpicuous for their Pijety,, yet the 
number of thoſe wiſe and happy perſons have, 
in moſt Ages of the World, been too few, 
who have preferr'd their Duty to all other Con- 
ſiderations. If *tis not generally thought fa- 
LY” ſhionable 
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ſhionable to inform, ler it be conſider'd, whe- 
ther 'tis faſhionable to be Religious: Don't 
Men uſually meet with the reproachfull Names 
of Hypocrites, Fools, Enthuſiaſts, Phanaticks, 
or formal and preciſe Perſons, who lead Chris 
ſtian, or but modeſt and regular Lives? But 
thoſe Men that underſtand what Religion is, 
do not ſurely think this a ſufficient Difpenſati- 
on for them to be Libertines. They know 
that Eliſha and St. Paul were called Mad-men ; 
that Holy David was derided by the People; 
that Chri/t, his Apoſtles, and the Chriſtians in 
the firl; Ages were treated accordingly. Wiſe 
Men and Chriſtians are not ſo much afraid of 
ill Names, as of wicked Actions: And our 
Judgment of Actions muſt nor be taken from 
the opinions of Men, but from the Nature of 
them, otherwiſe the Notions of Good and E- 
vil will be ſoon confounded. Thoſe Actions are 
diſhonourable that carry in their Nature a Re- 
pugnancy to Reaſon and Religion ; but if thoſe 
Actions that direAtlytend to preſerve and ſtreng- 
then Government,to promote Religion,and the 
good of Mankind, be honourable, then the gi- 
ving of Informations upon theſe occaſions, that 
are ſo much countenanced and encouraged by 
the Government and the Laws, are, I conceive, 
truly honourable, though corrupt Men judge 
otherwiſe ; * ſuch, for inſtance, who think it 
more honourable to reſent an Afﬀront with 
the loſs of their own or their Fellow-Chriſtians 
Lives, and reckon, in ſhort, Temperance and 
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Chaſtity, Meekneſs and Humility, Zeal for 
God, and Heayenly-mindedneſs, contempti- 
ble Qualities, and fit for mean and baſe Souls. 
Ler it be remembred, that Chriſtians are to 
walk by Faith, and not by Sight ; * by Precepts, 
and not by Examples ; that 'ris to the moſt high 
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Legibus 
GOD, Who judgeth righteouſly, and with whom judican- 


dum. 
i Cor. 3. 


ces that might be mentioned, calls Evzl, Good ; 
and Good, Evil) that we are to approve our 
ſelves. So that putting this Caſe at that Diſ- 
advantage as the cowardly and formal Chriſti- 
an (who will not fail to raiſe ObjeRions, and 
ſtart difficulties on ſuch an occaſion) would 
have it, and will be ſure himſelf to do, ſup- 
poſing that the giving of /aformations of theſe 
Offences ſhould ſometimes expoſe Men to re- 
proachfull Words, or rude Treatment from an 
i} Magiſtrate, or a profligate Offender, which 
it will not be for the honour of any Govern-' 
ment to countenance, 'tis the buſineſs, I think, 
of Chriſtians to conſider, whether they eught 
not to ſuffer Shame, and undergo ſome Trou- 
ble and Loſs for the Exerciſing an A of Cha- 
rity to their Neighbours Souls, for the ſup- 
preſling of National Sins, the preventing of 
God's Diſhonour, and the ruin of their Country, 
now eſpecially that their Endeavours of this 
kind will be ſo very likely to be effeQual for 
theſe ends. If the work is unqueſtionably 
g00d, we are told in the Holy Scriptures, Tha 
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Gal. 4.18. "735 good to be zealouſly affeted always in -a good 
Tir. 2.14. thing. That Chriſt gave himſelf for us, that he 
might redeem us from all Iniquity, and purifie 

unto himſelf a peculiar People zealous of - good 

Works. And weare further told by our Bleſſed 

Joh. 15. Saviour, That becauſe his Diſciples were #ot of 
18, 19. the World, but he had Choſen them out of the 
World, therefore the World hated them, as it ha- 

2 Tim. 3. ted him. And by the Apoſtle, That all that will 
oy live Godly in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall ſuffer Perſecution, 
which, I think, Chriſtians in this Age experience 

in ſome degree, as well as they did in the times 

of Perſecution. For do we not ſee the faithfull 
Servants of God frequently ſuftering Injuries 

from wicked Men ? we ſee them calumn:ated, 
derided and contemned bv rhem, and expoſed 

to many Afſaults and Sufferings from them 

for the ſake of their Religion. Their holy 

Lives they are ſenſible doreproach them, which 

is very grievous to them, and for this Cauſe 

- they often, I ſuppoſe, bear a Hatred to them, 
which put them upon feeking Opportunities, 

which they ſoon enough find, to injure them, 

either in their Goods, - in their Bodies or in 

their Reputation, of which there is given us in 

the Book of Wiſdom, a very lively Deſcription; 
Wild.2.i2. Let ws lie in wait for the Righteous, becauſe he is 
not for our turn, and he is cleancontrary to our do- 

ings : he upbraideth us with our offending the Law. 


Ver. 14. Fe was made to reprove our Thoughts. He is 


grievous unto us even to behold; for his Life is 


uot like other Mens, his ways are of another faſhi- 
One 
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on. We are eſteemed of him as Counterfeits : he 
abſtaineth from our Ways as from Filthineſs : he 
pronounceth the End of the Fuſt to be bleſſed, and 
maketh his boaſt that God is his Father. Let us 
ſee if hs Words be true, and let us prove what 
all happen in the End of him. Let us examine Ver. 19. 
him with Deſpitefulneſs and Torture, that we may 
know his Meekneſs, and prove his Patience. Let 
us condemn him with a ſhameful Death : for by 
his own ſaying he ſhall be reſpefled. But in the 
fitth Chapter there is a Repreſentation of the 
different State of the Righteous and the Ungod- 
ly, among whomthoſe that are either for or a- 
gainſt Reformation will find themſelves one day 
ranked, either to their unſpeakable Comfort or 
Miſery, that may be ſo much more Encoura- 
ging to good Men, than the other Account 
may to any appear uncomfortable, that I ſhall 
give the Reader at the ſame time ſome View 
hkewiſe of it. Then ſhall the Righteous Man Wild. 5.1. 
ftand in great boldneſs before the face of ſuch as | 
have afflifted him, and made no account of his 
Labours. When they ſee it they ſhall be troubled 
with terrible fear, and jhall be amazed at the 
ſtrangeneſs of his Salvation, ſo far beyond all 
that they looked for. And they repenting, and 
£* .aning for anguiſh of Spirit, ſhall ſay within 
"-{elves, Thu was he whom we had ſometimes 
'-11fion, and a Proverb of Refgroach. We 
2ounted .his Life Madneſs, and his Eud 
ut Honour. How is he numbred among 
-. Aren of God, and his Lot is among the 
Saints? 
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Ver. 7. 


Ver. 15. 
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Saints > We wearied our ſelves in the way of 
Wickedneſs and Deſtruftion : yea, we have gone 
through Deſerts, where there lay no way : but a 


for the Way of the Lord we have not known it. 


What hath Pride profited us 2 Or what good hath 
Riches with our Y aunting brought us ? All thoſe 
things are paſſed away like a Shadow, and as a Poſt 
that haſted by. For the Hope of the Vngodly i; 
like Dult that is blown away with the Wind : But 
the Righteous live for evermore, their Reward 
alſo is with the Lord, the Care of them is with the 
moſt High. Therefore they ſhall receive a Glo 
rious Kingdom, &C. 

If then Wicked Men have ſuch an Enmity to 
the Righteous, and do by various ways often 
injure and oppreſs them, it is no wonder that 
the giving of Zformations ſhould, as well as 0- 
ther Chriſtian Offices or Duties ſometimes do, 
make Men liable to Oppoſition and Sufferings 
from bad Men, who defire to indulge them- 
ſelves quietly 1n their Vices, becauſe this is a 
downright diſturbing and confronting them in 
their vicious Practices : But 'tis, as hath been 
faid, our Buſineſs to conſider, that the Chr 
ſtian Life is a Warfare, that Chriſtians are ſent 
into the World, as Soldiers into the Field, to 
fght againſt it, the Fleſh, and the Devil; and 
that as a Captainis tryed in a Battle, an expert 


. Seaman in a Storm, ſo a Chriſtian by the 


Temptations of all kinds that he meets with in 
his Warfare, by which we are diſciplined or 
eatechized for a happy Eternity ; and we 
there- 
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therefore he muſt march on through all Diffi- 

culties and Diſcouragements, * particularly * Per infa 
through Honour and Diſhonour , through miam& 
good and bad Report, to Immortality ; and qq,m graf. 
therefore whether the danger of our being fuiadIm- 
expoſed to Reproach and Contempt from "nas 
wicked Men is a ſufficient Reaſon for our 

having no regard to this Charitable Office I am 
recommending ? The Heathen Emperour, Mar- 

cus Antoninus, could tell us, That in purſuit of 

Virtue we muſt expett Reproaches and Contume- 

lies , but that we muſt have little or no regard to 

' thecommon Opinions of Men, which, aſter Socrates, 

he reckoned as the common Bughbears of the 

World, or the Terrour of Children. And Seneca 

in like manner, ThatMen will ſometimes(which 

he thought the laſt AR of Deſperatiog) re- 

proach, hate, and perſecute even Virtue it ſelf ; 

+ and that he ſeemed to have the greateſt Yalue i News 
for, or devotedneſs to Virtue, that loſeth the — 
Reputation of being Virtuous, to avoid the being zſtimare 
otherwiſe. In truth, I think 'tis much to be Vine: 
feared, but being very unwilling to fall under magis eſſe 
the too common Errour of not duly confider- deyorss, - 
ing Humane Frailties and Prejudiges, or to rarity 
advance poſitively any Opinion that may juſt- faman 
ly bear a diſpute with any but thoſe that bring _— 
the Reaſon of Mankind and Religion its ſelf in- entiam 
to diſpute, (as I hope will appear throughout Perdcrer, 
theſe Sheets) 1 ſubmit it to the Judgment of the g;. "TY 
Caſuiſts, That tho' the former general Neg- 
ligence of good Men in this Matter may, and 


indeed, 
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indeed, I think, muſt in Charity be ſuppoſed 
to have been very much owing to a Diſcou- 
ragement from Magiſtrates, to private Perſons 
Ignorance of the Methods of performing this 
Office, or ſingle Perſons deſpairing of doing 
thereby much Service for the Ends before- 
mentioned, under the diſmal State this Nation 
was in the two laſt Reigns ; If this Negligence 
is continu'd, after this Matter is plainly laid be- 
fore us, the giving of /yformations is now more 
generally infiſted on by our Clergy in their 
Sermons, eſpecially at thoſe ſtated times that 
they are required to read the Act of Parliament 
againſt Swearing and Curſing, with the other 
Statutes againſt Prophaneneſs and Vice, by 
His Majeſty's Letter, and His late Gracious 
Proclamation tor the enforcing the Execution of 
them; and we have moreover ſuch a change of 
Circumſtances, and ſuch favourable Occur- 
rences, as that our Diligence in giving Infor- 
mations will at this time to effeQtually promote 
a National Reformation, (as it is evident it will 
do from what is already done by it) that it 
will be found, nctwithilanding the Obje- 
ions and plauſible Pretences that will be 
made on this Occaſion by many for their be- 
ing excuſed from it, to proceed frequently, if 
not generally, from worſe Cauſes, that we are 
either afraid or aſhamed of diſcharging it, 
from a+ want of Faith, or of Love to God and 
our Neighbour, not duly conſidering the Ad- 


monition, Fear ye not the Reproach of Men, net- 
ther 
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ther be afraid of his Revilings, That the Fear- 
ful and ©nbelieving are joined together with Rey. 21. 8. 
thoſe who ſhall have their part in the Lake which 
burneth with Fire and Brimſtone, nor the Ex- 
tent of our Saviour's Threatning, Whoſoever war. 8.38, 
therefore ſhall be aſhamed of me, and of my Words, 
in this adulterous and ſinful Generation, of him 
alſo ſhall the Son of Man be aſhamed when he 
cometh in the Glory of his Father, with the Fely 
Anzels : Nor, laſtly, the great Encouragement 

iven in the Word of God to thoſe that ſuffer 
a diſcharging of their Duty, Bleſſed are they Mat 5.16. 
which are Perſecuted for Righteouſneſs ſake : for 
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. Our light 2Cor.q 17. 
Afﬀtlition, which is but for a Moment, worketh 
for us a far more Exceeding and Eternal 
Weight of Glory. If any Man ſuffer as a Chri- 1Per.416. 
ftian, let him not be aſhamed; but let him glo- 
rifie God on this bebalf. Wherefore let them 1 Pet.y 19. 
that ſuffer according to the Will of God, com- 
mit the keeping of their Souls to him in well- 
doing, as unto a faithfull Creatour. And now, 
if notwithſtanding- what hath been faid, or 
that may be urged by our Clergy with more 
Advantage in their Diſcourſes, for our giving 
Informations againſt prophane and vicious 
Men, and the Magiſtrates Diligence and 
Faithfulneſs that was before infiſted on, this 
criminal Fear and Shame ſhall ſo generally 
prevail, as to keep private Perſons trom gi- 
ving Informations in theſe Caſes, and fhal! 


likewiſe keep Magiſtrates ( who have 1-15 
(Co 


A 
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Colour of Excuſe for their Unfaithfulneſs, 
they being under the Obligations of Oaths 
and Truſts, ſuper-added to thoſe they have 
as Chriſtians) from uſing their Diligence in 
the Execution of the Laws, and particularly 
from giving all Countenance and juſt Encou- 
ragement to thoſe who bring them Jnformaci- 
ons, at the ſame time that Prophaneneſs and 
Debauchery do appear ſo ſhameleſs and fearleſs 
among us, what a weight of Guilt may be 
ſuppoſed to lie upon this Nation 2 And in how 
great danger of Miſery and Dcſtruction raay 
it be apprehended to be, which I do-not ſee 
with what Reaſon we can expect will fo likely 
be pervented by any other Means, as by the 
clole Conjun&tion, the zealous and united En- 
deavours of good Men, for the Retrieving of 
Religion, and the Morals of the Nation, by all 
Chriſtian and Prudent Methods. For Religion 
in general, and the PraQtice of every Moral 
Virtue in particular, do in their own Nature 
tend not only to the Felicity of every Man's 
private Life, but do allo conduce to the Peace, 
Order and Welfare of all publick Societies, 
and good Government over Men, as it hath 
the greateſt Influence for theſe Ends upon Magi 
ſtrates and Subjects. Religion teaches and obli- 
oes Governours to over-rule their Subjects in the 
Fear of God, to his Glory, and for the Safety 
and Proſperity of thoſe that are in Subjection to 
them ; and therefore, Ithink, to endeavour to 
ſupport and encourage them in the Exerciſe - 

Relt 
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Religion and Virtue, and this as well by the * Non fi 
Uſe of their Authority, ( which may, . for in- I 
ſtance, be expreſſed by their Perſonally Counte- mancs Gs 
hancing and Promoting Men of Virtue, and $i va- . 
Diſcounteriancing vicious Men, by their takin _ rakag 
Care that good L "— Y 
at g aws be made for the Security 75. -. 
of Religion ; and that the Laws that are made yraang 
for the Promotion of Chriſtian Virtves, and gm eru- 
the Suppreſſion of Vice, be put in Xecution JS omnes 
ds by their own Exemplary Behaviour, * which diros _ 
hath a wonderfull force, is as it were a, living %*. .- 
Law, and Religion inſtills in Subjes ſuch Prin- — 
ciples and Diſpoſitions as in their own natu dg 
_ ip poſitions as in their own nature Ruarur 
| fend to make themſelves happy, as well as as _ | 
—_ 0g and proſperous: It .in- ſine Reli. 
trudts and obliges thein to obey Magiſtrates, $'29*, & 
not only for Fear, but out of Conſcience. And rh 
as Piety and Virtue do thus evidently conduce,/ Evret-: 
to the Stability and Happineſs of any Kingdom '* rao 
and Government ; ſo Viee and Irreligion, in the views re. 
natural conſequences of them, rend to bring LoNcas 
Decay and Ruine upon them, as they unquali- ml Ma. 
fie Magiſtrates for Government, and make giſtracu-. 
f Subjes unfit for Commands, averſe to all nt 
good Order, and deſtruRive inſtead of help- clan ſis 
, tull Members of a Community ; from whence 22 & - 
> | NPlurarch might juſtly eſteem it the Founda- T%,9907! 
y | \tion or Cement of Humane Society; * Plato 745, Tes- 
0 
0 


Y —_— _— 


6onclyde, That in the Inſtitution of Magiltra- 77%. © 
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Cy the firſt and chief Care ſhould be of Religi- airhs v3 
) Fu, and the Famous Þ Scipio obſerve, That it Toes. 
þ | fSinbmanibus Civitls poreft Nate,” fine virtiite nulls mods por, © 
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was impoſlible any City ſhould ſtand if their 
Manners were depraved, tho' their Walls were 

never fo firm. Accordingly, I conceive, there 

have been but few, if any, amongſt the anci- 

ent and celebrated Legiſlators and Stateſmen, 
whatever there have been among our Modern, 

who have not had the greateſt Regard to Reli- 

gion in the Modelling and Governing of Civil 
Societies ; for how is it poſſible to conceive that 

any State ſhould long ſtand and be proſperous 

* Religio Without Honeſty or Peace 2 *Or that it ſhould 
negleta either enjoy a laſting Peace, or have a general 
"ſtem in 11O0eſty, without Religion ? And theretore it 
Civitatem WaS No Weak, tho' a wicked Piece of Policy 
ntert,om-which they tell us of a King of Aſſyria, who 
terum fe. choſe rather to endeavour to overcome the City 
neſtram of Babylon, by ſending in of Players, Lewd Wo- 
"pert men, &c. to debauch it, ( by which means he 
+ Accidit effctually did it, and at laſt obtained his End ) 
_ than to invade it with a powerfull Army. Upon 
ligentia, & the whole Matter, We may dare to challenge 
ener Gomes the Politicians in the World to form a ſound 
ves paula. Scheme of Government without ſuppoſing and 
tim a vir- ſecuring Religion for the Baſis of it. And as 
cute dt we never heard of a Government that publick- 
variiſque ly declared for Immorality, ſo if we could ever 
maverem- ſuppoſe there ſhould be any ſuch, nay, that 
*Aciunt, there were ſuch a one, where a conſiderable 
quibus in- Number of ſuch Monſters ſhould obtain and 
wine keep the Aſcendency in any Government, we 
cam flu- might conclude what its Fate would ſooner or 
evare e- Jater by, + For when Religion is — and 
1rtue 
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Virtue is loſt in a Nation, which, as hath been 
proved, would in time be the conſequence of a 
publick Contempt of it, how eaſfie a Prey will 
it prove to its Neighbours 2 Or how unavoid- 
ably will it fall into Diviſions, Confuſion and 
Ruine of it ſelf? 

Of ſuch conſequence therefore Religion and 
Virtue ſeem plainly to be to a Nation, abſtra- 
ing from the Conſideration of a Juſt God that 
rules in the Kingdoms of the Earth, that re- 
wards Righteous Nations with Proſperity, and 
executes Juſtice upon thoſe that are Wicked, 
which we muſt believe if we have any due re- 
gard to Sacred or Prophane Hiſtory, to the 
Experience and Suffrage of all Ages of the 
World. For thus it is faid in the Holy Scrip- 


tures, to this purpoſe, The Nation and Kingdoms Ifa 60.12. 


that will not ſerve thee, ſhall periſh : yea, thoſe 


Nations ſhall be utterly waſted. A fruitfull pg. 107. 


Land he turneth into Barrenneſs for the Wick- 
edueſs of them that dwell therein. And by 
the Account that is given us in the Word of 


— God of the Divine Juitice, of God's charging Dour. >1. 
Guilt upon Nations, as well as upon particular %% 9: 


Perſons, and of his Proceeding with the Old 
World, the Jewzſþ Nation, &c. have we not 
ſufficient Reaſon to think, that in the ordina- 
ry Courſe of God's Providence, a Nation that is 
eminently Righteous ſhould have his Bleſſing 
in an eminent Manner; and that a Nation that 
is remarkably Wicked will feel, ſoaner or later, 
the Eflecs of his Diſpleaſure 2 We are acquain- 
H 3 ted, 


FOp 


Gen. 6. 5. 
Ver. 12. 


Ver. 13. 


Mat. 27- 
len - © 


Mat. 24. 
Mark 1 I3. 
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ted, that before God deſtroyed the Old World, 
He ſaw that the Wickedneſs of Man was great in 
the Earth. That all Fleſh had corrupted his 
Way upon Earth. And their Sin is given as 
the Reaſon 'of their Deſtruction. 4nd God 


ſaid unto Noah, The End of all Fleſh is ' come 


before me, for the Earth is filled with Yi 
lence through them: and behold, T1 will de- 


ftroy them with the Earth. Accordingly we 


may obſerve, that the Providencgs of God 
towards the Jewiſh Nation were very emi- 
nently ſuited to their Behaviour : That though 
the Jews were the peculiar People of God, and 
hishly. bleſſed, they were frequently puniſhed 
by God, and at laſt deſtroyed for their Sins. 
Thar their Kings, the chjef of their Prieſts, and 
their People, did wickedly, and after the way 
of the Heathen, before they were led into Cap- 
tivity, and Crucified the Lord of Life, whoſe 
Blood they called far upon themſelves and their 
Children, before they were finally deſtroyed: 
And as their DeſtruQtion, which oyr Saviour 
foretold, is, I think, agreed on all hands 
to have been one of the maſt dreadfull in- 


©» img. ſtances of Miſery that have been known to 
re TW have befallen any Nation either before or ſince 


$10p4- 
as aUTW/, 
wSoveroy' brated Hiſtorian, thus fays, 
UVEA07 | 2 
Pi £1778 iy, 


that rime : So + Foſephus, thou Pugh a Jew, a _ 
hat as he thoug 


wo Nation ever ſuffered ſuch things ; ſo no Nati- 


jure mi» On, from the beginning of the World, did ever 
a1 EMA ſo abound 1 in all manner of Impiety ; ; to which 
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Chriftians in this Age may juſtly add, That 
by their continuing for ſo many Hundred 
Years to be a deſpiſed and vagabond People, 
and ſcattered throughout the World, without 
City or Country, withour Temple or Altar 
that we know of, no Nation ſeems ever to have 
been ſo terrible and laſting a Monument of 
God's Diſpleaſure for National Sin, as that 
which this People was guilty of ſeems to be fo 
much greater, and to have higher Aggravati- 
ons than the Sin of any other Nation. The 
Holy Scriptures give the like Account of the 


Deſtrution of Damaſeus; Thus ſaith the Lord, Amos 1.3. 


For three Tranſgreſſtons of Damaſcus, and for 
four, I will not turn away the Puniſhment thereof ; 


ſo of Gaza, of Tyrus, of Edom, and of Ammon, Ver. 6. 9, 


And inform us that God raiſed up Cyras, calling 
him by his Name before he was in being, for 
the Punithment of the Sins of Babylon. Thus 


ſaith the Lord to his Anointed, to Cyrus, whoſe 45. 1+ 


Right-hand 1 have holden to ſubdue Nations be- 
fore him : and I will looſe the loins of Kings to 
open before him the two-leaved Gates, and the 


' Gates ſhall not be ſhut. IT will go before thee, yer. 2. 
and make the crooked places flraight. For Fa- yes... 


cob my Servant's ſake, and Iſrael my Elef, 1 
have even called thee by thy Name : I have ſur- 
named thee though thou haſt not known me. And 
| does not prophane Hiltory tell us, among a 
Multitude of other Inſtances that might be 
heaped up, Thar as the Pride and Yoluptuouſ- 
neſs of the Babylonians, ſo the Lewdneſs of the 
H 4 Ferftans, 


_ 


11, 13. 
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Perſians, and the Luxury of the Greeks, ſeem'd, 
with their other Sins,to be the remarkable Cau- 
* Non eſt ſes of the Ruine of thoſe Empires : And that the 
n__ Romans, who had been a People fo eminent in 
veri Dei their Morals, that * St. Auſtin thought that 


juticiz God might allow them the Government of the 
ans a World for the Reward of their Virtue, even 


percepe- under the Advantages of the Chriſtian Religion 


"I 6. became ſo very Degenerate and Debauched be- 


am, ib. 5, fore the Devaſtations and Ruine of their Em- 


CER pire by the poor Goths, Vandals, and Huns, one 
+In no- of whoſe chief Leaders called himſelf Flagel- 


bis pati- Jum Dez, the Scourge of God, that gave Occaſi- 


hri- 
| 0 on to a Father to cry out, + That the Name of 


brium, in Chriſt became a Scorn, and the Chriſtian Religj- 


nobis pa i 
Eo On was reproached by the Lives of Chriſtians, 


Chriſtiana And to take ſome Notice of our own Coun- 


waledi- try, Do not the Hiſtorians of it acquaint us, 
Ctum, Sal- "2 | : ; 
vian, that the Brztains, the ancient Inhabitants of it, 


| Incole |] who had been remarkable for the Uncorrupt- 


aborigines : 
moritzs NEIS Of their Manners, were degenerated from 


ſimplices the * Simplicity and Sobriety of their Ances 


—_— ſtours, and were, 'tis ſaid, for that Reaſon fore- 


longe a Warned of their Miſery before the Romans in- 
noſtro- yaded them ; and that after the Romans quit- 


ho- | | 
minum a- [Cd their Country there ſucceeded a great Li- 


Nuria ver- Centiouſneſs; very many after their embracing 


ſuriaque ft; we . 
remoti, the Chriſtzan Religion turning Tdolaters, before 


Diodorus the Saxons Invaſion of them, a poor People, 
Siculns, 

* Incolarum mores quod attinet ; fuerunt antiqui Britanni religionis 
& difciplinarum culrores maximi, Reb. Sheringham, de Anglorum gentis 
97igine, P. I4. Gildas de Excid. Britannia, | 


but 


*. 
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but. it ſeems of more honeſt Manners, that 
came from the Northern Parts of Germany ; 
and that before their next ſad Cataſtrophe by 
the Normans Conqueſt of this Nation, Piety 
and all good Literature were grown out of fa- 
ſhion ; that the Clergy could ſcarce read Divine 
Service ; that the Gentry were given up to Lux® 
ury, and a diſfſolute Life, and the Meaner ſort 
ſpent what they had in Rioting, Drunkenneſs,and 
other Vices, by which means ( faith the Hiſto- 
rian ) Duke William had fo great Advantage, 
and gained the Conquelt of them : from whence 
our Engliſh Writers conclude the Saxon Hiſtory 
almoſt in the ſame Words, and to this effect ; 
If theſe ( fay they, ſpeaking of their Sins ) 
were in all probability the Cauſes of God's Fudg- 
ments on our Anceſtours, ſurely every one in this 
corrupt Age ought to take care to avoid them, 
leſt the ſame Judgments fall upon them, And 
laſtly, to add no more, are not the formerly 
famous Afran and Greek Churches, if not ſome 
of the Proteſtant, in ſeveral Parts of the 
World, which are miſerably oppreſſed, and 
brought almoſt to Delolation within a few 
Years paſt, particularly that of France, of 
whoſe dreadfull Miſery we have ſo many li- 
ving Teſtimonies now among us, lookt on as 
fad Inſtances to confirm us in the Opinion of 
Ages, That Religion and Virtue are the only 
firm Foundation for the Proſperity of any Na- 
tion, and Irreligion the moſt fatal vil to it : 


That where there is a general Corruption of 
Man- 
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Manners things tend to a Diſſolution and Ru- 
ine, as well by Natural conſequences, with the 
Permiſſion of God, as by his righteous Judg- 
ments ; and that therefore it is not to be ex- 
peed that the crying Sins of a Nation will 
always eſcape Puniſhment unleſs prevented by 
Repentance ;. for the ſame Cauſes produce the 
fame. Effets, Virtue and Vice do not change 
their Nature, and there is no wariableneſs with 
our God, whoſe Juſtice is immutable. Did not 


Neh.13.i8. 0ur Fathers thus, and did not our God bring all 


this Evil upon us, and upon this City 2 ſays the 
Prophet. And therefore, if after all that our 


Fathers have told- us of theſe things, and 


what ſome of us have moreover ſeen with 
our own Eyes ; I mean the' late terrible Civil 
Wars, which, I hope, none will believe for our 
Piety and Virtue broke out, and laſted fo lon 
among us within ſome of our Memories, anc 
which was' ſoon after ſucceeded with a dread- 
full Fire and Plague in this City, and the Mir 
ſery that is ſince that fallen upon our Fellow: 
Chriſtians in Fraxce, in ZFZungary and the 
Palatinate, we make no better uſe of what 
we have ſeen and heard, and of the vart 
ous Providences we have been under, than to 
oppoſe the deſign of them, by continuing impe- 
nitent, have we not great Reaſon to fear, that 
God. may reſcue his Goſpel from our prophane 
Outrages, our impious Violations, and giveit to 
ſome other Nation, that may bring forth bet- 
ter Fruits of it, or in ſome other way, "o_ 
0 
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þle to his infinite Wiſdom and Juſtice, puni/ſÞ Lev.:6.48. 


' ps yet ſeven times more for our Sins 2 Or as Ez- 
'ra expreſſes it on another like Occaſion ; 4»d 


' after all that is come upon us for our Evil deeds, ga g.1z. 


and for our great Treſpaſs, ſeeing that Thou, our 
God, haft puniſhed us leſs than our Iniquities de- 
| ſerve, and haſt gruen us ſuch Deliverance as thi : 


Should we again break thy Commandments, and Ver. 14 


join in Afinity with the People of theſe Abomi- 
nations, would}t not thou be angry with us, till 
thou hadſt conſumed us, ſo that there ſhould be 


no remnant or eſcaping > The Almighty God 


cannot want Power to effe&t our Ruine. If we 
reckon our ſelves ſecure by our preſent Peace, 
from a late powerfull Enemy, ( which I ſhall 
not here inquire into the Reaſons of ) He can 
aiſe up new-ones to us. And if we have no 

nemies from abroad. He can ſuffer us to be- 
come our own greateſt Enemies, to fall intg 
Confuſion and Ruine by our Unchriſtian Quar- 
rels and ſenſeleſs Diviſions at Home, whichare 
too many and too high to make this appear 
to thinking Men a foreign Suppoſition, or an 
unneceſlary Warning. It he ſtops the Influen- 
ces of Heaven, or lets looſe the Elements up- 
on us, we periſh. A Peſtilence, or a Deluge, 
an Earthquake, or a Dearth, might ſoon de- 
ſtroy us. And if a general Relaxation of Man- 
ners, a Corruption in moſt, if not all Orders 
and Parties ; if a viſible Contempt of the ſin- 
cere Practice of Religion, and bare-fac'd, inſo- 
lent and yareſtrained Wickednels; if a moa- 
TT nr Ne | ſtroys 
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ſtrous Debauchery in Principles as well as 
Practice ; if Contentions and Diviſions, with- 
out reaſon and without end, and almoſt with- 
out Example ; if high Ingratitude to God for 
many and great Mercies, and a deep inſenfi- 
bility under imminent danger of Judgments, 
are fad Indications of a Nation's Degeneracy 
and Guilt, it cannot, IT think, be denied, but 
that this was too near the diſmal Caſe of Ex- 
gland, in Relation to Religion, when the En- 
deavours of Reformation, which I have given 
gn Account of, began among us, about Eight 
' Years ſince, how much ſoever we may diſlike 
the Repreſentation of it, and, to ſpeak plainly, 
continues very much ſo ſtill; and therefore 
though God may give a People a lon- 
ger or ſhorter time of Tryal, as ſeems fit to 
his infinite Wiſdom, He may defer. the Execu- 


Gen.15.16. tion of his Wrath #11 the Iniquities of a People 


are at the full, which the longer it is delayed, 
the ſeverer it may be when it comes: And 
though it is not for us raſhly to ſay when a 
Nation hath filled up the Meaſure of its Sins, 
and much leſs to preſume to know the Extent 
of infinite Patience and Forbearance, yet it 
may, I think, be ſaid in this Caſe, with Re- 
verence, that conſidering the great Advanta- 
ges and Bleſſings we have fo long enjoyed, 
and what ſhameful Returns we have made to 
God for them, there ſeems not much, if any 
thing more to be wanting, to make this Natt- 


on as guilty as moſt under Heaven, if not to 
be 
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be ripe for Judgment, than the Diſcountenance 
and Unſucceſsfulneſs of pious and regular En- 
deavours for the Reforming us ; and nothing, 
I think, can be reaſonably ſuppoſed ſufficient 
to remove our Guilt, than ſome conſiderable 
and remarkable Reformation, and perhaps car- 
ried through all Ranks and Orders of Men, 
through all Parts of the Kingdom ; ſuch a one 
as may be in ſome meaſure proportioned to the 
Leprofie of Vice and Prophaneneſs that ſeems 
to have almoſt over-ſpread us. But if we do 
truly repent of all our Abominations, and turn 
from our wicked ways; if we lay aſide our un- 
neceſſary Strifes, and our unchriſtian Conten- 
tions with one another, which we have ſo long 
felt the diſmal Eftes of ; if we expreſs our 
Zeal, and unite our Strength againſt the Pa- 
trons of Vice, who are the Enemies of God 
and Goodneſs, more than againſt thoſe that 
differ from us in ſome few things, and thoſe 
of leſſer moment, but agree with us, I con- 
ceive, in thoſe that are eſlential ; if we ſincere- 
ly, and without delay, ſet about and further 
all pious and proper Endeavours for a National 
Reformation, truly purſue the things that be- 
long to our Peace, it fill ſeems with us a Day 
of Mercy, and the Scriptures give us Encou- 
ragement to hope, that we may not periſh. For 


thus it is ſaid, At what inſtant 7 ſhall ſpeak con-Jr0 8.7.8. 


cerning a Nation, and concerning a Kingdom, to 
pluck up, and to pull down, and to deſtroy it : 1 
that Nation againſt whom I have pronounced, 
FULN 
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turn from their Evil, I will repent of the Evil 
that Ithought to do unto them. 

Having thus endeavoured to prove the Com- 
mon Obligation which lies upon AP Mex, as 
Chriſtians, andas Members of the Community, 
to uſe their ſincere Endeavours for a Genera[ 
and National Reformation, and the Special 
Obligations of Governours and Miniſters, of 
Subordinate Magiſtrates and Inferior Officers, 
from either the Nature of their Office and 
Truſt, or their expreſs Oaths to this purpoſe ; 
and having more largely inſiſted on the Reaſons 
for private Perſons giving of Informations of 
the V ;olations of the Laws of Religion and their 
Country, and the Magiſtrates Obligation highly 
to encouragethoſe who do ſo,to make this their 
excellent Serviceto their Country as fafe and as 
eaſieto ihem as they can, by direQing theirJudg- 
ments.cxcuſtngrheir innocentInadvertencies,by 
making Examples of any obſtinate Criminals 
that ſhall dare impiouſly affront and obſtrut 
them in it ; and having likewiſerepreſented the 
danger of God's Fudgments, and of our Ruine, if 
we continue unreformed, and the Bleſſings and 
Advantages we may hope to obtain to our 
felves, our Country, and our Polterity, in the 
hearty forwarding any juſt and pious Deſigns 
and Endeavours for ſuci a Reformation ; as 
Virtue is the way tothe Happineſs of particular 
Perſons, of private Famil:es, and che Proſperity 
of Nations; and the Suppreſling: of Vice and 
Prophaneneſs by Humane Laws, that are a- 
greeable 
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greeable to the Laws of God, ſeems to be the 
neareſt and moſt probable way, in our preſent 
Circumſtances, for the retrieving of the Virtue 
of the Nation ; without which, it we could ſup- 
poſe that this Kingdom would continue to be 
proſperous, I do not eaſily conceive how wiſe 
and good Men ſhould either take much Pleaſure 
in Living otherwiſe than in Obedience to the 
Will, and for the Glory of God, and the work- 
ing out their own Salvation, or in the Thoughts 
of leaving a Poſterity behind them in a Nati» 
on where there is no more Religion, or even 
common Honeſty ; I intended, Ifay, having 
done this, in the next place to offer ſome Ar- 
guments againſt thoſe Vices that are moſt 
reigning among us, as Leudneſs, Prophane 
Swearing and Curſfing, Drunkenneſs, 6c. in hopes 
that the Repreſentation of the Baſeneſs, the 
Folly and Beaſtiality of thoſe Sins, together 
with the various and great Miſchiefs they bring 
upon the Publick, but more eſpecially often 
upon thoſe unhappy Men that are addicted to 
them, in reſpe& to their Eſtates and Reputa- 
tion, their Perſons and Poſterity, their Bodies 
and Souls, would ſhew ſo much the Evil and 
Deformity of them, that it might be a ' means 
to keep ſome at lealt from fallingin Love with 
them, and of diſingaging others from them who 
are already enſnared in them, even as the Sight 
of a Drunkard to a thinking Man is a good 
Lecture againſt Drunkenneſs: But theſe Sheets 
growing to a Bulk, far beyond what I at firſt 


pro- 
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propoſed, I ſhall lay aſide ( perhaps for ſome 

other Occaſion) the Materials which were pre. 

pared for this purpoſe; and I ſhall the rather 

* Mat. 5. Jo fo, * ſince theſe Vices are plainly condem.- 
28, 34 ned by the Word of God, which expreſly ex- 
_ * cludes Drunkards and Unclean Perſons, &c, 
Rom.1.24. from the Kingdom of Heaven; and that we 
-27- 29-find, by fad Experience, that thoſe who are 
-_ ol fully reconciled to their Luſts, who are miſe: 
10.-1318. rably abandoned to the Conduct of Cuſtom 
_— '9- and il] Example, ſeem too generally almoſt deaf 
Eph. 5. 3, to the Calls of Conſcience, to all Repreſentati- 
©or. £2. © 20s of this kind, nay often even to the power- 
3-5" fu!l Rhetorick of the Goſpel ; at leaſt they fre- 
quently make, for want of Conſideration, and 
other proper means, no great and laſting Im- 
preſlions upon them. And this, I conceive, 
makes the uſe of other Methods with ſuch Men 
neceſſary, not only for their own ſakes, but for 
the publick Safety, that thoſe that are Lethar- 
gick, and almoſt dead in their Sins, yet having 
Senſes ſtill to feel the Stroaks of Juſtice, may, 
tho' never ſo ſtubborn, be bowed in ſome mea- 
ſure to diſcipline, and puniſh'd into a better 
outward Behaviour, if they cannot into ſuch a 
ferious Conſideration of rheir Sin and Folly as 
may end in an inward and entire Reformation 
of their Lives, which is by no means to be 
totally deſpaired of. For as the allowed Habits 
of theſe Sins exclude Men trom the Kingdom 
of Heaven, in the Opinion of Divines they 
ought to ſhut out thoſe who are guilty of them 
from 
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from the Communion with the Church on 
Earth, till they give ſome ſigns of their Re- 
pentance, as, *tis allowed, they would have 
done if they had lived in the firſt Ages of Chri- 
ſtianity, when ſuch Offenders, which now 
make too great a part of the viſible Church, 
were looked on as a kind of Monſters, and, like 
putreſy'd Members, were cut off, as being not 
only extreamly dangerous, but*very noifome 


to the Body. But till the Eccleſiaſtical Power, 


which is now ſo weakned, and hath, td ſpeak 
juſtly, loſt its Credit, is recovered to its Pri- 
mitive Deſign, and the ancient Diſcipline of 
the Church is in ſome meaſure reſtored, which, 
'tis to be hoped, we ſhall not always think 
ſufficient, eſpecially under the preſent Reign, 
publickly to lament the loſs of once a Year, 
in the Office for 4/h-Wedneſday, but ſhall 
in good earneſt endeavour to reſtore. There 
is, [ conceive, evidently greater reafon to 
engage the ſecular Arm in this matter, that 
thoſe upon whom the gentle Methods of Per- 
ſuaſion have little or no force, and whom the 
Eccleſiaſtical Power does not and will not take 
any Notice of, ſhould be ſeverely puniſhed, 
and reſtrained by the Civil Government; that 
they ſhould be treated as a ſort of Out-Laws, 
and as common Enemies to their Country : 
For publick Immoralities are Offences againſt 
the Peace and Happineſs of Mankind, againſt 
the Government and the Laws, as well as a- 
gainſt the Chriſtian Religion, which 1s not 

I only 
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only now incorporated into the Law of the 
Land, but does above all other things promote 
the Safety and Proſperity of Government, and 
of particular Perſons, which Offences of this 
kind diretly tend to the deſtroying of, even 
to the diſſolving the band of Humane Society ; 
and if ſo, ſurely it behoves good Men, by all 
proper meaſures, to aſſiſt Magiſtrates in their 


- Endeavours effetually to ſuppreſs them. - If 


bad Men don't approve of theſe Methods, 'tis 
no wonder ; they are Enemies to good Order, 
Law, and Juſtice becauſe theſe things are 
troubleſome to them: There is no doubt but 
the Gallows is a great Grievance to Murtherers, 
the Diſcipline of Bridewe/ to Whores, the Pil- 
lory to the Perjured, and the Stocks to Drun- 
kards: But ſuch Grievances as theſe are, [ 
conceive, of near as long ſtanding as Govern- 
ment, and will not be thought proper to be 
laid afide whilſt ir laſts, or at leaſt till there is 
not ſo much Occaſion for them, ſince, as hath 


* Facileeſt been proved, *its Intereſt and chief Buſineſs is 


m 


imperium to cheriſh'and ſupport Religion, and, by con- 
' ſequence, to take care that it be not treated 


with any diſreſpe&, particularly, that it be 
not made the Scorn of any Order or Body of 
Men, the common Subje&t of the Prophane 
Play-Houfes, or the Sport of Buffoons; and 
that the open Violations of it by Prophane 
Swearing and Curſing, Drunkenneſs, Lewdneſs,&c. 


- be ſuppreſſed, as all wiſe Nations, I conceive, 


bave ever done, and ever will do. 
Againſt 
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Againſt theſe Enormities therefore that are 
the Plagues of Government, the Enemies of 
our Peace, the Diſhonour of our Religion, and 
the Reproach of our Nation, have the Societies 
of Reformation applied themſelves, with fo 
great Succeſs, as to give fo very promiſing 
hopes as have been repreſented, of a general 


\ Concurrence and Union of the Virtuous part 


of the Nation in the ſame Deſign, and in con- 
ſequence of a National Reformation; and their 
Endeavours have been carried on, as hath been 
obſerved, for above Eight Years with as little or 
leſs occaſion given to their Enemies of Objei- 
on either to the Methods of their Proceedings, 
or to the Behaviour of the Perſons concerned 
in them, as perhaps have been often known in 
Matters of the greateſt Conſequence, where 
ſuch a number of Perſons have been engaged, 
( though if the Prudence of ſome good Men, 
who are either already engaged, or that ſhall 
hereafter be concerned in this Undertaking, is 
or ſhould be leſs than their Zeal, it will, I 
hope, be far from giving wiſe and well-mean- 
ing Men a Juſt Prejudice to the Deſign it ſelf, 
ot keeping them from Aſſiſting in it.) Bur, 
bleſſed be God, a more glorious Proſpe@ hath 
been lately given us by the Addreſs of the late 
Houſe of Commons to His Majeſty, for the 
Suppreſſing of Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, 
and His Majeſty's Proclamation in purſuance of 
it, and His Princely Word in His Gractoos 
Speech to both Houſes of Parliament. We 
4 hays 
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have now then, 'tis evident, His Majeſty's poſi- 
tive Commands, together with the concurrent 
Advice in this Matter of the late great Repre- 
ſentative Body of the Commons of England, 
for things, I conceive, not only unqueſtionably 
lawfull, but highly important, and neceſlary, 
for the ſtrict Execution of the known Laws 
of the Land, againſt Prophaneneſs and Im- 
morality, agreeably, to the Word of God, 
that acquaints us, That the Magiſtrate beareth 


Rom.13.4. 20? the Sword in Vain, That Rulers are not a 
Ver. 3. Terrour to good Works, but to the evil, &c. 


Whoever therefore they are that in this Cafe 
oppoſe the King's Commands, who either 
openly obſtruc, or ſecretly undermine the 
Endeavours of thoſe who a&t in this Afﬀair 
in Obedience to the Will of God, the Com- 
mand of the King, and for the Good of their 
Country, will, 1 tEink, find it ſomewhat dit- 
ficult to acquit themſelves from great Im- 
piety. And now can any that love their 
God, their Religion, or their Country, hear 
of theſe tranſporting things without being 
afteted with greater Joy than ,any Succeſs 
in their own ſecular Concerns would give 
them, and without thinking themſelves under 
high ' Obligations, after they have pretended 
to Faſt, and Pray, and Mourn for our publick 
Sins for ſo many Years paſt, ( as moſt, if not 
all Orders of Men and Parties among us have 
done ) to do what they are able in their ſe- 
veral Stations for the Suppreſling of div” 
neſs 
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meſs and Immorality, and for the perfeQing of 
this great Work of REFORMATION, 
which, I conceive, it had been our Duty tv 
promote, if we had not met with ſo much En- 
couragement and Aſſiſtance from our Gover- 
nours 2 But how much ſtronger Obligations 
do now lie upon us to do it2 And how ſhame- 
full and inexcuſable will our Negle& of it be, 
now we have ſuch an Opportunity by His Mg- 
jelty's repeated Declarations for our Engaging 
in it, by the Advances that are already made, 
and the Methods that are laid, as perhaps may 
never again be offered us if we negle& this ? 
in Proſecution whereof it would, I think, be- 
come us to adventure all our deareſt Intereſts 
in this World, nay, a'Thouſand Lives, if we 
had them to loſe. Behold then a glorious Op- 
portunity for all that make a Profeſſion of Re- 
ligion, or any pretence to Virtue, of what 
Rank ſoeyer, to ſignalize their Love and Faith- 
fulneſs to their great Lord and Maſter, their 
Neighbour, and their Country. To all Or- 
ders of Men therefore whoſe Service His Ma» 
jeſty hath required to promote this great, this 
neceſlary Work, and who would not ſhare in 
the dreadful Guilt and laſting Infamy of neg- 
lefting to promote a Reformation of Manners, 
which now ſeems to be put very much in our 
power, with God's Bleſling, to ſee effeRted, I 
ask leave, upon theſe Glorious Encouragements, 
with all due reſpe&, to addreſs my felt. 
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" were ſome way or other uſefull or ſerviceable 


* Haud 
difhcilius 


cft errare naturam quam principem ſui diflimilem formare rempublicam. 
Quzcunq; mutatio in principibus extiterit,ſeandem populo fecutam. Cie. 
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To the NOBILITY, that they would 
be pleaſed to conſider, That true Greatneſs 
doth not conſiſt in the having of ſwelling Ti- 
tles, high Places, great Power, or large Terri- 
tories, which, tho' they may be ſometimes the 
Reward of virtuous and brave Actions as they 
ought to be, are often the Gifts of Nature, and 
it may be too frequently the Acqueſts of ſuch 
Crimes as deſerve Puniſhment, inſtead of Re- 
compence : That the Perſons who in all Ages 
have been moſt beloved and reverenced when 
Alive, and moſt honoured by wiſe and good 
Men when Dead, have been thoſe who have 
been moſt beneficent and {erviceable: to the 
World; not thoſe who have amaſled the grea- 
teſt Eſtates, and acquired the loſtieſt Titles to 
themſelves; the blind Feathers erected not 
their Altars to thoſe that they did not think 


to Mankind: That they would therefore be 
perſwaded that nothing will render them fo 
much Bleſſings to their Country, fo truly no- 
ble and eſteemed, as their being Patrons of 
Religion and Virtue: That they are not 1n 
their high Stations too great for that Employ- 
ment which is the greareſt Glory of Princes, 
to ſet up their Standards for Religion, and de- 
clare War againit Vice and Prophanenels, 
* atter the Example, and under the Conduct 


of 


i 
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of ſuch a Prince and Leader as hath graciouſly 
declared, in his Speech to both Houſes of Par- 
liament, that Ze eſteems it one of the greateſt 
Advantages of Peace that he is now at Leiſure to 
apply himſelf to the Suppreſſing of Prophaneneſs 
and Immoralities ; and hath thereby given us 
ſome reaſon to hope, that he may think it a 
far greater Glory of his Reign to be an Inſtru- 
ment in God's Hand of delivering us from the 
Slavery of our Vices, of — us a virtuous, 
and, by conſequence, a happy People, than in 
procuring us any other preſent and ſecular Fe- 
licities and Advantages, and at laſt leaving us 
deluged in ſuch Impieties as Infigels abhor, and 
which may make God our Enemy, and draw 
down his Vengeance upon us: That they 
would for this purpoſe conſider the Influence 
of their Authority, their Intereſt, their For- 
tunes, and their Example, and Employ, which 
they cannot without high Ingratitude omit, 
theſe and the other Advantages they have a- 
bove Men of lower Ranks, for the Glory of 
that God by whoſe Permiſſion they have them, 
for the Noble purpoſes of Oppoſing and Sup- 
preſſing Debauchery and Prophaneneſs, the re- 
trieving the Reputation of Virtue, the further- 
ing the Intereſts of Religion, and the ſaving of 
their Country, which hath ſeemed to have de- 
Clared in favour of Vice and Ruine, and there- 
by approve themſelves to the King, ( as He 
hath now aſlured them they will ) to the Wiſe 
and Yirtuous part of the Nation to their own 
I 4 Con- 


a_—_— 
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Conſciences, to their Poſterity, and, above all, 
to the moſt High God. 


To the Reverend the CLERGY, That 
they who are looked upon as the Ambaſla- 
dours of the Great God of Heaven and Earth, 
and ſent upon the moſt important Buſineſs of 

2 Cor. 5. Reconciling Men to God, and Watching for their 
18,20. Souls, and have, as I conceive, their Honour, 
Fib.1347. their Dignities, and their Revenues, given 
them without the common Incumbrances of 
other Men, in regard to their Sacred Office, 
and that they may attend without Worldly 
Cares, and with the greateſt Advantage to 
their Spiritual Employment, would conſider 
whether they have not a more favourable 
Opportunity for the Work of their Miniſtry, 
and a National Reformation, at this time, than 
they have had for many years paſt. They 
cannot, I humbly preſume, but be ſenſible of 
the moſt deplorable Degeneracy of this Nati- 
on, that the great Decay of Religion, and the 
Leprofie of Vice and Prophaneneſs with which 
it is almoſt overſpread, does threaten its Ru- 
ine; and that they have great reaſon to take 
to heart the no greater Succeſs of their Endea- 
vours for the Reforming of us; that their 
Diſcipline, which if it had been in force, might 
have proved a Bank againſt the Flood of Wic: 
kedneſs that is broken in upon us, is now ſo 
loſt, that it is of little uſe to them for this pur- 
poſe ; that there appears too great your to 
| car 
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fear that the Tide of Wickedneſs will not be 
ſtopped whilſt Religion is openly diſhonoured, 
Virtue deſpiſed, and Vice and Prophaneneſs 
are ſo daring and triumphant, that Men com- 
mit them not only with Impunity, but Glo- 
ry in them, ſo as to eſteem it an AC of Gal- 
lantry to ridicule their Sacred Office, to con- 
temn things Sacred, and an Ornament of Style 
to imprecate Damnation upon themſelves. Is 
not this a Zzme for them that are Spiritual 
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Watchmen, and Overſeers of the Flock of Chriſt, 16. 52.8. 
as they have a Concern for God's Honour, and 5% '*: 


would prevent his Judgments falling upon us ; 
as they would conſult the Honour and Intereſt 
of their ſacred Order, and their own Reputa- 
tion, to concur with His Majeſty's pious De- 
clarations for this purpoſe, and cheerfully to 
embrace the Aſliſtance of the Civil Power for 
the Vindicating of the Honour of God's Laws, 
the Stopping the Avenues to notorious Enor- 
mities, the breaking the helliſh Confederacies, 
and the taking out of publick View the conta= 
gious Examples of bad Men; and by theſe 
Methods to prepare Men the better for the Re- 
ſtoration of godly Diſcipline, for the greater In- 
fluence of their Doctrine, and good Examples 
upon their Minds? Is not this a 7ime for them 
to favour the ſucceſsfull Endeavours of the So- 
cieties of Reformation, which are levell'd at the 
ſtrong holds of Debauchery 3 and the Religious 
Soczeties, that are now ſpreading through the 
Kingdom, that ſeem ſo diretly to tend ro the 

. Pro- 


Ads 20. 
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Promoting the Power of Religion, ſo far as 
they carry on thoſe great Ends, ( wherein we 
may, I think, appeal to the whole Chriſtian 
World whether they do not do it ) and readi- 
ly to accept of the Aſſiſtance that is now, or 
hereafter may be given them by, Chriſtians of 
any Denomination, in the common Cauſe of 
Chriſtianity 2 And if they can think of any 
other or better Meaſures than thoſe that are 
recommended in theſe Papers, that may pro- 
mote the Glory of God, and the Good of Souls, 
for whom Chriſt died, and their own comfort- 
able Aceount of themſelves to Him that will 
2 Tim. 4- judge the (Quick and Dead, to engage in them 
72+ without delay, with united Counſels and En- 
deavours, with double Diligence and Zeal, 

and ;n Conjuncion with all the various Works: 

of their Miniſtry, among which their going 

afts 20. from Houſe to Houſe for the enquiring into the 
20927 Spiritual State of the Souls of thoſe that are 
committed to their Charge, and the applying 

* Dy.Stil- proper DireCtions, and Encouragements accor- 
_—_ dingly, in the Judgment of the moſt pious 
Biſhop of Divines I have had the Honour to know, 
Force 3s thought to be a very uſefull Method, is what 
Charge ts One of the moſt *Learned Prelates of this Age 
the Clergy and Nation hath in his printed Charge to the 
j + us, Clergy of his Dioceſs put them in mind of ; 
+ The.Bi= and Which Þ+ another of our Learned Biſhops 
ſhop of _ hath told this Sacred Order, in his Paſtoral 
Paſtoral Care, publiſhed by the particular Approbati- 
Carep. on of the late Great Primate Arch-Biſhop 7zl- 
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lotſon, isto be lookt on as the Foundation ( an 
Exemplary Life being ſuppoſed ) on which all 
the other parts of the Miniſterial Office may 
be well managed ; and which he fays will 
ſeem no-hard matter to ſuch as have a right 
ſenſe of their Ordination Vows, of the Digni- 
ty of their FunRtion, or the Value of Souls. 


To the MAGISTRATES of al kinds, 
That they would make juſt Refleions upon 
that terrible and Jaſting Imputation that they 
do now lie under by His Majeſty's Proclamation, 
( which is to be read Four times a Year in all 
Churches through the Nation ) and the Ad- 
dreſs of the late Honourable Houſe of Com- 
mons to the King, of their being ſo great a 
Cauſe of the Debauchery and Prophaneneſs of the 
Kingdom, by their ill Example and Negligence 
in their Ofice : That they would conſider, as 
hath been obſerved, how many Nations have 

been ruined, and Cities brought to a heap of 
Rubbiſh for their Immoralities, which the 
Magiſtrates Vigilance might have prevented : 
That their Power comes trom God, the Foun- 
tain of all Power ; and that they are ſuppoſed 
to be entruſted with it for his Honour, and the 
Good of his People : That by their faithfully 
Executing the Laws againſt Offenders, parti- 
cularly thoſe that are made for the Honour of 
God, the Suppreſling of Prophaneneſs and Im- 
morality ; they are to be a ZTerrour to Evil 
goers; and in order to this, that they _— 
TILETE» 
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therefore remember, Thatas the pooreſt Wretch 
hath a Talent that he muſt render an Account 
of, they muſt expe one day to appear at a 
Tribunal themſelves, and give an Account of 
the diſcharge of their Oaths and Truſts, of the 
Employment of their Authority, and their 


other Advantages, and for the Deluge of Evils - + 


that either hath or may fall upon the Nation 
through their wilfull Negle& of their Duty ; 


Luk.i2.48. for our Bleſſed Saviour hath told us, That ano 


whomſoever much is given, of him ſhall be much 
required, And the Authour of the Book of 
Wiſdom thus expreſſes himſelf to this purpoſe; 


Wi. 6.1. Hear therefore, O ye Kings, and underſtand ; 


3- 


learn ye that be Fudges of the Ends of the Earth. 
Give ear, you that rule the People, and glory in 
the Multitude of Nations; for Power is given 
you of the Lord,and Sovereighty from the Higheſt, | 
who ſhall try your Works, and ſearch out your 


. Counſels, becauſe, being Miniſters of his King- 


dom, you have not judged aright, nor kept the © 
Law, nor walked after the Counſel of God. Hor- 
ribly and ſpeedily fhall he come upon you : for 
a ſharp Judgment ſhall be to them that be in high 
Places. For Mercy will ſoon pardon the Mea- 
ef but mighty Men ſhall be mightily tormen- 
Ted. 


To the GENTRY and COMMONALTY 
of the Nation, that they conſider, That tho' 
rhey have not the particular Oaths and Vows, 


the Truſls and Authority of any of the Orders 
I have 
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I have mentioned, they have notwithſtanding 
their Baptiſmal Engagements upon 'em, which 
they own when rhey come to the Holy Com- 
munion ; and that if they would acquit them- 
ſelves as Chriſtians, they muſt endeavour to 
be ſuch in all their Relations; to behave 
themſelves as good Magiſtrates and Sub- 
jeAs, as good Citizens, and Members of their 
Community, as well as good Maſters and Ser- 
vants, good Parents and Children ; Lut that 
they cannot be reaſonably thought to be ſo 
without having a Love to God, a Zeal for his 
Honour, or a Concern for the Welfare of their 
Neighbours, and of the Community of which 
they are a part ; and that it may be doubted 
whether they can have either if they can con- 
tentedly hear, without any Concern, Men 
openly affront their God, bid Defiance to his 
Laws, go on with a full Career to Deſtruction, 
i and bring Decay and Ruine upon their Coun- 
try, which, 'tis evident, they may uſe proper 
and effectual means to prevent, as particularly 
by their giving of Informations of enormous 
Offences to the Magiſtrate, ( which I have in 
another place more largely infiſted on ) and 
which they have at this time ſo fair an Oppor- 
tunity to employ as is offer'd them by the De- 
clarations of the Government, and the Afii- 
ſtance of ſuch Bodies of Chriſtians that are 
not only in and about this City, but that-are 
ſpreading through the Cities and Corporations 
of the Kingdom. And do you think it diſho- 
nourable 
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nourable for you to conceal any Offences that 
endanger the Government, or any Injuries 
that are done your Neighbour, when you can 
do him right by the bare diſcovering of it to 
the Magiſtrate? Is it reckoned an AQ of Bra-, 
very to adventure your Lives in the taking»of 
a Thief, or a Murtherer? An AQ of Charity 
to prevent any Injury to your Neighbour in 
his civil Concerns, to hinder a Fool or a Lu- 
natick from wounding of his Body, or de- 
ſtroying his Life 2 And is not a ſincere endea- 
vour to prevent the publick Diſhonour of the 
Name, the Day, and the Laws of God, by ac- 
quainting the Magiſtrate with theſe high Of- 
fences, in order to the Suppreſling of them, 
as is done with general Approbation and Ap- 
plauſe in other ordinary Caſes, when Men's pri- 
vate Rights, the Security of the Government, 
or the Welfare of the Nation is concerned, an 
honourable Work, and becoming Chriſtians ? 
Does it become a Soldier of Chrilt Jeſus to ſee 
Him publickly affronted ; to hear his Name 
and Wounds mentioned oftner in horrid Oaths 
and Execrations than in ſerious Diſcourſes; his 
Laws trampled on ; and their Fellow-Chriſti- 
ans to livein the open Commiſſion of ſuch Sins 
as manifeſtly rend to bring great Calamities up- 
on them in this World, to deſtroy their Souls, 
and «draw down National Judgments, with- 
out taking any kind of Notice of theſe things, 
and only for fear of meeting with reproach- 
fall Words, or rude Treatment ( which yet the 

Ma- 
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Magiſtrate, if he hath a juſt ſenſe of his Duty, 
will not ſuffer ) from a hardned Offender, or 
the Advocates of Vice ; from fuch whoſe 
Commendations a virtuous Man would be in- 
clined to look on as a real Difparagement, and 
their Company a Scandal, and when, in the 
Diſcharge of what they juſtly apprehend to be 
their Duty, they may have, for their Comfort 
and Support, ſome of the great Rewards of 
Rekgion in this World, the Approbation of 
their own Conſciences, and of good Men, with 
the hopes of an Everlaſting Reward on the other 
ſide of the Grave? Can this be imagined to be 
a ſignification of a Zeal for God, of our /ov- 
ing Him with all our Hearts, &c. or our Neigh- Matt. 22. 
bour as our ſelves > Does this Behaviour a- 373539 
dorn the Goſpel 2 Would the Chriſtians of old 

have thought well of it? Oris itſufficient for 

us to call our ſelves the Diſciples of the Bleſſed 

' Jeſus, who went about doing good, without en- AR-10.38. 
deavouring, in any degree, to follow his glori- 
ous Example? 

Herein then our Gentry and Commonalty 
ſeem to have a great Opportunity of further- 
ing the Work of Reformation : But this is not 

all the Advantage they have, if the Laws that 
' relate to Religion are upon fo many and ſuch 
momentous Conſiderations thus Zealouſly to 
be put in Execution, it is, I think, evident, 
that not only thoſe Perſons that violate and 
contemn thoſe Laws, but thoſe that are un- 
concerned for, and diſcourage the Execution 
of 
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of them, cannot, with any Colour of Reaſon; 


4 — a 
— be eſteemed Friends to their Country, but ra- 


Magiſtra- ther as unworthy to live in it, and enjoy the 


10 be- common Benefits of it ; * and if ſo, they are 
ne conſti- 


tuenda re- Unqueſtionably much more unfit for, and 
publica thworthy of Pofts of Honour and Truſt; and 


capyent thoſe that concern themſelves for the EleQion 


re predi- or Promotion of ſuch Perſons to publick Pla- 
ros, ſed ces, when Men of Virtue may be eaſily found 


maxime 
eos qui ſe- tO accept of them, and perhaps offer them- 


natoriz. ſelves to their Choice, upon the account of 
— their Titles or Eſtates, of their Relation or 


obtinent, Friendſhip to them, and I think I may fur- 


nec eſt ther add, for their being of their Faftion or 


reſpublica Party, may deſervedly be judged to behave 
, in 2 Pe themſelves very unbecoming good Common- 
nis & ma. Wealths-Men and good Chriſtians, to ac 


- _ therein as very miſchievous Members of the 
& fulezs COMMUnNity, and even Enemies to their Re- 


honores ligion and Country ; on the contrary, they 


tribuan- E2 
eur, quare #110 are truly Religious, who not only keep 
legilus the Laws themſclves, but are diligent to ex- 


hos opor- ecute the Laws, or zealouſly encourage and 
ret eſſe de- 


ſcripros ur 81liſt others in the furthering the Execution 
quorum of them, are to be looked on, by thoſe that 


Juftriaque Make any juſt pretence to Virtue, as Benefa- 


fic boo- tors to the Community, of which they are 


rum ap- 
Rs Members, as proper Perſons to be honourably 


ne com- Jiſtinguiſhed, which 1t behoves all Men to 


mendata 
his honosdebeatur. Unde in antiquorum rebuſpub. ſtatuz, arcus triumpha- 
les, ſepulchra publica, laudaviones, & alia 1d genus meritis tribuaurur. 


Cons 


\ \ 
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ednſider, who are any ways concerned in,,,. . 

- * | wy 
this Matter, and would ſhew their ſincere gy,z, 74 
Regard for the Intere!t of Religion, or their 4 i/Nas 


nt 4 * _ | TWV 70A t= 
Country, particularly * the Gettry and Com- = 


nionalty of Exg/and, to whom | am addreſſing 8a: w- 
my ſelf, in the Eleion of their Repreſenta- ts 0b: 
tives in Parliament, of Magiſtrates in Corpo- _ 
rations, and Subordinate Officers in them, and nav, w- 


all other Places throughout the Kingdom, on !"5X*2, 
whoſe Behaviour the Welfare of the Nation 7aura:; 
does ſo much depend, leſt when they might #7, 
have ſerved the true Intereſts of Religion and g45%; 
the Nation, by their making Choice of ſuch # Tas 
worthy Perſons as might have proved great $5275 *: 
Bleſſings to us, if they had been thus employ- 74; ax. 
ed, by their Faithfulneſs in their Truſts, and 25 =&#- 


by the happy Influence of their good Exam: j,.,urg. 
ple ; they, on the other hand, by being inſtru- 7% 5» 
mental in the EleCtion or Promotion of vici- 7-7” 
ous M-n, eſpecially after the evil of their do- winnoy- 
ing ſo is repreſented to them, may perhaps 745 4= 


ue” 2 Sanded- 
draw a Guilt upon themſelves of Partaking in Z9, 5, 


. other Men's Sins, of being Acceſſory, in ſome Tezyud- 
degree, to the Miſchief that is done by the 77 =: 


Negligence and Unfaithfulneſs of ſuch Perſons — ab 


in their Duty whom they make Choice of, as & <=: 


ST 
well as by the malignatt Influence of their ill jo. 


Examples upon others. Hath God Almighty a: zaass 

\ % Lb \ \ z % y \ % xnouy, | 
*z Tegs TPaUs avTEs, X; Dogs Ths annes" 145 5 Tols Torngg]a Tus, x, Foa0u- 
TaTUSs 6H TAUTR Xg0uloss, ty F ales Th TAK TVjpuPeparmwy whdivy Pogy- 
Tiga, \Þ 5 © aumov wmAzorttiat, kJoiwns 591v 0TH mg, Tas 5 
TuTWy FAS Guia; oixnothas, F 5 Berta wy Woneidls, SyAovTHAS, THe 
lots ay T*v2yno Kaxicals Eaulols T x; Jois moniTals flvai voila Ti; I 
TOUET 65 HONNAE, T0 74 Als YL oiegr, 707% CraTioy Fegoy Hoc Path p 513. 
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+ 1$#n.2-ſaid by the Prophet, + Them that honour me 7 
3% will honour ; and they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be 
| 2ſ.101-6. lightly eſteemed; Hath Holy David ſaid, || Mine 


Eyes ſhall be upon the Faithfull of the Land, 
that they may dwell with me : He that walketh 
in a perfeft way, he ſhall ſerve me. Hath the 
King lately declared in his Proclamation, That 
vicious Men are a Diſcredit to his Kingdom, 
and that he will diſcountenance and puniſh Immo- 
rality and Prophaneneſs in Perſons of the higheſt 
and lowe(t degree, particularly in ſuch as are 
employed near his Royal Perſon; and that he 
will, upon all Occaſions, diſtinguiſh Men of Piety 
and Virtue by Marks of his Royal Favour 2 And 
laſtly, hath the Commons of England, afſem- 
bled in a late Parliament, in their ZZumble 
Addreſs to His Majeſty, repreſented to Him, 
That the Debauchery of the Nation is chiefly 
owing to the Negligence and ill Example of Ma- 
giſtrates ; and that the countenancing and prefer- 
ring of Virtuous, and the diſcouraging of Vicious 
Mev, is a proper way to ſuppreſs it * And can 
any that have any Principles of Virtue, and 
Love to their Country, that ſhall duly and 
impartially conſider this, be inſtrumental in 
promoting of prophane and vicious Men to 
Places of Honour and Authority, and chuſe to 
entruſt with them the high Concerns of Reli- 
gion and our greateſt Temporal Intereſts ? 
How far Ignorance, Prejudice, or Inconfidera- 
tion, may have hitherto been an Excuſe for 
any concerned herein, IT ſhall not preſume to 
| deter- 
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determine, but 1 may be allowed to ſay, that, Is ordo,vi- 


tis to be hoped, it will not be hereafter pre- (urine. 


tended by any Men who are fincerely concer- cimen «- 


ned for the Honour and Intereſt of Religion, _ _- 


and the Security and Proſperity of their Coun: lex ( air 
try, who having this Matter laid before them, Cicero ) 


ſhall not only conſider the fatal Conſequences roam 4 


of their own ill Condud in this Matter, but tio carere 
the many and almoſt unſpeakable Evils that '**J-b*t- 


ne veniat 


this Nation hath fo long groaned under by the incum oz. 


Election and Promotion of wicked Men to Pla- — 


ces of Honour or Power ; and, on the con- virii par- 


trary, what a Glorious face of things we might —m, "4g 
expect to ſee if Men of all Ranks, as well as jg ,.-5 


thoſe to whom Iam addreſſing my ſelf, would ac- * Dele&ti 


| - apud Ro. 
quit themſelves herein,as Natural Reaſon as well Pu "0 


as Religion may convince them they ought, natores, 


in the Diſcouraging or Oppoſing, in their fe- quibus | 
veral Stations, the Eleion and Promotion of ;;*%c6.. 


wicked Men to publick Poſts, and thereby mum, in- 


keeping them from doing fo much Miſchief as | > 
rhey have undeniably the greateſt Advantage validam 


for their doing in them. And if we will not £75 vnd8 
Patres CON- 


be moved herein by either Religious or Civil {cripri, 
Conſiderations, I muſt- ask leave to fay, that nuncupa- 


t . . » U, Srigponiu7 
we are ſunk below Heatheniſm in this 7; fare Ci 


reſpect, the formerly famous * Roman and wid 

norx, fol.7- 

In pluribus Romanum Sematum imitantur Decuriones, nec minor an- 

nis 25 decurio creabatur, nec major 55, meritis enim, & facultaribus dig+ 
niffimi eligebantur, Pancirolus de Magiſtra, fol 3. 4. 

Eadem forma in elegendis Duumviris, que in creandis Decrrionibus 
obfervabatur, hoc excepto, quod Duumviri tribus ante aur pluribus men- 
fbus quam Magiſtratum initent nominabantur : ur fi forte r2cuſandi jus 
ftam honoris cauſam habuiffnt, ali eoxum loco congruo rempore ſubltz« 


int poſkenr, f>1. 2. K 2 Þ Gre» 
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t Apud + Grecian Common-Wealths having had a great 
Lacedz- . : . . 
monios regard to Virtue in the Choice of their Sena- 


Senatui& tors and Magiſtrates, which ſeems to have 


reliquis , ; 
virtus po- Þ&EN One of the greateſt Cauſes of their Stabi- 


tius & lity and Proſperity. And herein our Gentry 
merita and Commonalty have likewiſe manifeſtly 


ſuffraga- = 
bancur. greater Advantages and Opportunities for the 


Namvir- Promoting of the Work of Reformation, for 


cioud ha. the making one brave Effort for the Intereſt 


bita fuit of Religion and Virtue, for the Honour and 
"2/5 Welfare of England, and thereby to recover 
omnibus the former Glory of their Anceſtors, who 


apud ©; gy ere Famous for their Virtue, and Love to 
- Ita etiam 
in qubuſ. their Country, and which appeared fo glori- 
vis Magi- 
Meh conferendis, Nic Crag Rigen. de Rep. Lacedem. Et Plato de hac re. 
pnb. ita dixit : Alxaudy wW, & Aaxidaruoyio, 7270 Th TA VUMAY ame 
\Siveu, 5T1 Tewie x rASTC, x, Eaomea, x idtwrela dragigsony, ud" ny- 
Tuvoy Tipalin % Tesgnv vsue]s. Non enim, 1nquit, in Civitate honores, ided 
in pretio eſſe, quod is qui eos gerat, divitiis excellat, &c. Et Demoſt he- 
nes Grazcus ſ{cribit, tantum T#5 xa; E:18]as, in ordinem Senatoram co- 
optari. ZEtas deinde juſta lege quaſi annuaria definita in Senatoribus fuit 
annorum ſexaginta. Czterum vita honeſte a&a in Senatoribus preciput 
defiderabatur, Crag 16. 11. p. 113, 114. 

Judicium apud Athenienfes conſtituebatur quod illi Sxiuacay voca- 
bant, in quo Senatorum qui let: erant, vita diligenter exquirebatur, Si- 
genius de Republica Athemenſium, lib. 2. p. 492. 

Omnes oportebat Magiſtratus vitz morumque ſuorum antequam Ma- 
giſtratum inirent rationem in foro apud judices reddere, ne quis Magiſtra- 
tum ullum gerere poſſet, qui impudicitiz aut alio turpirudinis genere no- 
tatus fuiſſer, Sigonzus, [1b. 111. p. $32. | 

Novem viri antequam afſumerentur ad Magiſtratum illum de omni vita 
afta cauſam dicere folebant, quod fi nullam dedecoris labem perpetua in- 
nocentia contraxifſe videbantur, ad Tlw aey1v adſumebantur, deinde Ma- 
giſtratus geſti cauſam dicentes, rationeſque ferentes, fi tum quoque inno- 
centes uſquequaque apparuiſſent, xd Areopagiticum Senatum conſcriban- 
tur, Sam Petitus de Leg. Atticis, fol 1go. Introducevantur autem omnes 
111 I —_ quorum anteaCtam vitam expendi, & eam inquiri oporter, 
Fe X--23K, = 

Kai Sia TauThs @rev Thy abMuv, &h VE danavRu? Tas agyts KANCEVTES, 
a)Ad T&5 (erm, XK TE5 IhavwTdTES, 1 haze} Th) Tgywy WOSHEIVANTES: 

Hocretis Oratio Areopagitica, p. 285. ous 


, 
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ous in the Heroes of the Gentile World. And 

for the Encouragement of thoſe that are deſti- 

tute of the Advantages of Riches and Honours, 

of Authority and Learning, to uſe their Dili- 

gence and Zeal in the Inſtances I have given, 

or in any other Expreſſions of their Duty for 

the Promoting of this Work, +I will put them t Si quis 
in mind, that it hath been long obſerved, that $10.09" 
the Perſons who have been thought to have velit, om- 
performed the braveſt Actions, and done the 125% 
preateſt Service to the World, have frequent» maximam 
ly been Men of obſcure Birth and Parentage, p*ten 
who were without Riches and Honours, and quiio hoc 
often, I conceive, without Learning ; of which toto ter- 
a multitude of Inſtances might be given, if grecre. 
twas neceſſary here to inſert them. That ftantiores 
though 'ris freely allowed, that Authority and #88 
Quality, when they are accompanied with _—_ —_ 
Virtue, as they ought to be, or when they are ter05 xvi 
the Rewards of it, * which too ſeldom hap- 2X9 
pens, are truly honourable, and enable thoſe ruar, aur 


that have them to be more ſerviceable to the ®{ur0 


Intereſt of Religion, and the Good of Mankind, jeRto 1o- 


co editos, 
& prognatos fuiſſe abje&is parentibus. 

Non eſt pretereundum maximorum virorum pleroſque patres ignoratos, 
matres 1mpudicas fuiſſe, Scal:ger. 

* Alt pro pecunia emunt Nobilitatem, alii illam lenocinio, alii vene» 
ficiis, aJi1 parricidiis ; multis perditio nobilicatem conciliat, pleriq; adula- 
tione, detratione, calumniis, &c. Agrippa de wvanit. Scien. 

_ aliquid brevibus gyaris, aut carcere dignum, Si vis effz ali» 
quid. 

Indignifſimus dignifſimo prefertur, plerunque illaudatus laudatiſti- 


mo. 
| Heerucem ſceleris pretium tulit, hic diadema, 


K 3 which 
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which is their proper Buſineſs; but when they 
are ſeparated from Virtue, they render thoſe 
that poſſeſs them truly ſcandalous, and highly 
*Ut om- pernicious. * "Tis true likewiſe, That when 
P'm fic 1j- Learning is moderately purſued, and for the 
rerarum Service of Religion, and Good of the World, 
queue, it 15 both innocent and laudable, and the Ad- 
temperan- G 
tia labore- Vantages of it for thoſe ends are confelt ; yet 
mus, Sex. "ris plain, from too ſad Experience, that 'tis 
Ep. 106. . 
| too generally ſought upon bafe Conliderati- 
ons, and frequently applied to very ill Pur- 
poles ; as is allow'd, when *tis made ule of for 
the Raiſing of Hereſies, the Adulterating or 
Confounding the Simplicity of the Chriſtian 
Doctrine with Philoſophical Notions and Di- 
ſtinftions, or to the raiſing and — 
of unneceſſary and dangerous diſputes out 0 
Pride and Vanity, of Paſſion or Worldly In- 
tereſt, to the diſlurbing of the Peace of the 
Church, the Ruine of Charity, and manifeſt 
t Paucis -Injury of. Religion. F But as Virtue may be ob- 
Veris ag Fained without great Natural parts, or acquired 
mentem Knowledge, as is evident by the Lives of the 
bonam- common Body of Chriſtians in the firſt Ages,and 
{| Nobili- ;s {| honourable without any Ornaments (rom 
tas m1] a» __. R 
Jliud fic Birth and Honour, Authority or Learning ; ſo 
quam jt makes Men capable of doing much good : 
ow La ſi ly this ; but furtl 
i et them conſider not only this ; but further, 
us 1n en 
omg veteraſcentem videat ad gloriam, generis antiquitatem deſiderat ? 
Sed. genus & proavos & quz non fecimus ipfi, Vix ea noſtra voco. 


Tora licet veteres exornent undigue cerz atria, Nobilitas ſola eſt atque 
UNICa VIITUs. | | 


That 
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That it pleaſes Almighty God ſometimes, as it 
ſeems, to raiſe the Spirits of Men above their 
natural pitch for great Performances, to make 
uſe of mean and contemptible Inſtruments, in 
Humane Appearance, to bring about the great 
Ends of his Providence, whereby his Wiſdom 
and Power is more viſible, and the Pride of 
Man is more humbled; and that among the 
various inſtances of this kind, which Sacred 
and Prophane Hiſtory acquaint us with, he 
did ſo in the Publiſhing, of Chriſtianity, when 
he choſe the fooliſh things of the World to con- 1 Cox. r. 
found the Wiſe, and the weak things of the World *” 
to confound the things which are Mighty : when 
he Commiſſioned a tew mean andilliterate Per- 
ſons to Preach the Goſpel, which notwith- 
ſtanding prevailed over the Policy and Lear- 
ning, the Worldly Intereſt and Prejudice, the 
Strength and Oppoſition of the World ; and 
that as then no? many Wiſe Men after the Fleſh, i Cor. r. 
not many Mighty, uot many Noble were called; ** 
ſo in the Ages ſince, though there hath been 
of all Conditions, as well Noble, as Ignoble ; 
Learned, as Illiterare; Kings, and Philoſophers ; 
Emperours, and Stateſ-men, who have been 
truly devoted to Religion, and have ſhewed 

the mighty Power and Energy of it, and a- 

dorned the Ages in which they have lived ; 

yet it hath been a general Obſervation a- 

mong Heathens as well as Chriſtians, and 'tis 

a terrible one for great Men to refle&t upon, 
K 4 *Tbax 
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* Luxuri- * That Riches and Honours do | in the Nature 


rebus ple. Of them tend to corrupt Men's Minds, are 


runqueſe- great Clogs to Wiſdom, mighty ObſtruQtions 


_ in the Buſineſs of the Chriltian Warfare to 
regrinos thoſe that poſſeſs them : And therefore, That 
oblceena the Great and the Noble are-i00 generally di- 
ores in- Verted and carried away from the One thing ne- 
rulic, tur- ceſſary, the working out of their own Salvati- 


p' 23 on, and conſequently their being concerned 


cula luxu for that of others, by the violent Temprati- 


CE ons that their Condition expoſes and ſubjects 


Pecuniis them to, which Perſons of a lower Rank are 
_— much without ; wherefore our Saviour hath 
pro” afſurd us how [|hard it is for a Rich Man to en- 
Divitize fer into the Kingdom of Fleaven ; out of a 
feculliunt ſenſe whereof a great number of Chriſtiansin 
aquet1 dia- _ : — 
boli, moſt, if not all Ages, have refuſed Titles and 
Divitiz Honours, and have renounced Riches and 
cucis ſunt Worldly Grandeur : Nay, Princes and Poten- 
comites. tates, Kings and Queens, have forſaken their 
ben Pes Crowns, their Fortunes and Territories, for a 
privata bo- ſafe and happy Retirement : And it according- 
na funt. ' Ve 
ws iy appears, by the Account that is given of 
quem ni- the Endeavours that have been ſo ſucceſsfull 
miumfo- towards a National Reformation, That as they 
ver, ſtul- | b {o they | b (l 
rumfacit. WETe not begun, ſo they have not been alſliſt- 
ed by many of the Rich and Mighty, but by 
|Marth.r9. Perſons of a lower Rank, who ſubmitted to be 
©2324: reckoned Diſturbers of the publick Peace, Im- 
prudent and Hypocritical Perſons, (&c. as the 
Chriſtians of cld were by the Heathens, and 
K-25 . ” "AP" wt | - "IP | ' as 
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as ſuch will hardly fail to be who in a corrupt 
Age ſhall faithfully go about to convince ſome 
Men of their Lukewarmneſs and negle& of 
their Duty, and to diſtyrb the Generality in 
their Vices, for the effeting a National Refor- 
mation ; who were willing, I ſay, to bear the 
Cenſures, the cruel Mockings, and the Frowns 
of the World, and perhaps ſome of them to 
hazard their Lives for the Vindicating of the 
Honour of the Laws of God, the Good of 
Souls, and the Service of their Country ; and 
that though it may perhaps be expected from 
the CharaRer of ſome few of the Great and 
Noble among us, who ſeera to be much more 
honourably diſtinguiſh'd from thoſe of their 
own Rank, by their Virtue, than they are 
from thoſe below them, by their Quality, that 
they have it in their Inclinations, as it ſeems 
to be in their Power, with God's Bleſſing, to 
be Inſtruments of Reforming us from publick 
Prophaneneſs and Immoralities; yet, that 'tis 
ſtill to be feared, that great Men will not ge- 
nerally at leaſt obtain of themſelves to declare 
for oppreſſed Virtue, and engage in its Cauſe 
fill it hath regained its Reputation more ge- 
nerally in the World, and it is accounted a 
Mark of greater Infamy to be vicious. 
Prophaneneſs and Debauchery have, in 
truth, been ever Infamous in the Opinions of 
, the wiſe and good Men in all Ages of the 
World, and treated as ſuch by the — 
5g an 
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and Laws of Heathen Nations, as well as by 
the Chriſtian Religion, and the Laws of our 
own Country ; which Juſtice and Temperance, 
Chaſtity and Truth, never were, that I know 
ef, by any ; nay, there have never, I conceive, 
been many Men fo loſt to the Notions of Good 
and Evil, as ſeriouſly to ſet a Mark of Infamy 
upon ſome Men for their Virtue, or to make 
Panegyricks upon others for their Vices ; and 
neither the Number or the Quality of thoſe 
that are guilty of Prophaneneſs and Debay- 
chery can any more alter the Nature of them, 
or can take off them that Infamy that the 
Law of God, the Laws of Nations, and the 
Law of Nature have fixr on them, than they 
can the Nature of Murther, Bribery, or Theft ; 
and as they are infamous in their Nature, they 
will every day more appear to be fo, if we 
continue to make our vigorous Efforts againſt 
them. It will not ere-long be thought cre- 
ditable for Men of an inferior Rank to be car: 
ried through the Streets before the Magiſtrate, 
or to be put in the Stocks, to do there pub- 
lick Penance for the Violation of Divine and 
Humane Laws : Or will it be Honourable for 
Men of Title or Authority, who have thought 
themſelves unfit for geatile Converſation with- 
out a large ſhare of Lewdneſs, have reckoned 
it Wit to Blaſpheme, and have, within our Me- 
mories, 'tis believed, made their way to their 
Preferments by their Prophaneneſs and De- 
bauchery, to have the Penalties of — 
evie 


AN 
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levied upon them in the Sight of their Neigh- 
bours or their Country ; to be upon Record ; 
and to be diſabled for thoſe Offences, for 
Places of Honour, of Publick and Private 
Truſts; to be told before the Congregation 
Four times a Year by the King, in his Pro- 
clamation, that he reckons them to be a D:/- 
credit to his Kingdom, and ſtrictly Commands 
their being brought to Puniſhment ; and by their 
Miniſter at the ſame time, that they ought to 
be avoided by Men of Religion, to be exclu- 
ded from Chriſtian Communion till they re- 
form, and that they will, unleſs they do ſo, 
be ſhut out of Heaven, and be condemned to 
unſpeakable and everlafting Confuſion and 
Tormeat 2 In ſhort, we may in a little time 
ſee a Drunkard, a Lewd or a Prophane Perſon, 
though a Man of the greateſt Quality or E- 
ſtate, who now paſſes with too little Remark 
and Contempt, and is kept in countenance by 
the Multitude of Offenders of the ſame kind, 
make but a very ſcurvy Figure, be aſhamed 
to ſhew himſelf in any Company, but of ſuch 
as are like himſelf, abandoned of a ſenſe of 
true Honour as well as Religion, and ſhunned 
by all but the unclean Herd of the Viciousand 
Prophane, who may ere long be aſhamed of 
one another in the Sight of the Sun, and may 
be forced to converſe, or rather to have their 
gangs as High-way-Men, Clippers and Coi- 
ners have, in dark Corners, and in continual 
fear of being diſcovered, This is part of = 
Glo- 
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Glorious ProſpeR that we have in view, whilſt 
we continue to make our vigorous Efforts a- 
gainſt Vice and Prophaneneſs : And is there 
any doubt whether they that acquit them- 
ſelves in this Noble Enterprize as they ought 
will entitle themſelves to great Acknowledg- 
ments from the preſent Age, and from Poſteri- 
ty, ſince the Influence of their good Example, 
and the happy Effes of their pious  Endea- 
vours, may laſt to ſucceeding Ages, as long as 
the Nation, and perhaps the World may laſt 

Let then the Men of the World, whoſe 
Hopes terminate with rhis Life, purſue Ho- 
nours and Titles, and what in their fooliſh 
Language they call their Worldly Advantages; 
let them that think of no- other Happineſs, 
court popular Air, intrigue and fawn, drudge 
and ſcramble for little parcels of Earth, which 
if they meer with are their Portion, attended 


Gora rare. With Fear and Envy, Jealouſie and Hatred, 


ant divi= Anxjety and Grief, * which are their ſecret 


—_ and almoſt conſtant Tormentors, and make 


ſublimis them as the Scripture expreſſes it, as the 


—_— troubled Sea that cannot reft : But let thoſe that 
Brutio co- Can look on theſe deluded and miſerable Souls 
ro pullan- with a juſt Pity ; that know the Pleaſures of 


te fretum . ; 
miriorun- INNOCENCE ; that are acquainted with the 


a eſt. | 

; Quem mihi regem dabis non curis plenum ; non diadema aſpicias, ſed 
vitam afflitione refertam, non catervas ſatellitii, ſed curarii multitudine, 
' Car tu hos Evaſifſe putes, quos diriconſcia faQti Mens habet attonitos & 
ſardo verbere ceder Occulto quatiente animo tortore flagellum ? 
Non enim gazz neque conſularis ſummovert liQor miſeros turultus 
mentis, & curas Jaqueata circum teQa volantes. 

Try 
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Triumphs of Conſcience that ariſe from the 
ſenſe of their having ſerved their God, theit 
Country, and *themſelves; that hope, after a 
few Years, for an Everlaſting Inheritance, and 
unſpeakable Joy at God's Right-hand ; thar 


I41 


believe that our Bleſſed Saviour + Chriſt Teſus + 1Job.3 8. 


was manifeſted that he might deſtroy the Works 
of the Devil, tiiink it more honourable to be 
employed in the Promoting the ſame Glorious 
Deſign to the utmoſt of their Power, and by 
. all Chriſtian Methods, according to their Abi- 
lities and. C)pportunities, than to be Favourites 
of the greateſt Prince, than to be Maſters of 
the World. Weſhall indeed meer with many 
Diſcouragements, and much Reſiſtance in theſe 
Endeavours. The Reformation of a Nation, 
particularly that is ſo very degenerate, that a 
great part of it ſeems to aCt as if it had entred 
into a Combination againſt Religion, cannot 
be thought to be an ealte Work; we never, I 
ſuppoſe, heard of ſuch a one in any Age that 
was effteted without Oppoſition. The firſt 
Attempts, eſpecially of a National Reformati- 


on, unleſs they have the Advantages of Power, 


of Intereſt, or of Numbers of Men to ſupport 
them, muſt be attended with great Difficul- 
ties ; thoſe that are engaged in them may ex- 
; ped to wreſtle not only againſt the Faſſtons 


and Luſls of private Men, but againſt Princi- Eph. 6.12. 


palities and Powers, againit the Strength and 
_ Policy of the Prince, as well as Men of this 
World, ſince thoſe that moſt need Reformation 
will 


S p—_ tf ao 
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will moſt explode the Attempts of it, and op- 
poſe it ; and among them there will be often 
ſuch met with as by their Quality or Intereſt, 
their Power or their Authority, will be moſt 
capable to obſtrudt it ; and there will beothers, 
who, when they have not Power, or they dare 
not openly oppoſe the Undertaking, will be 
ſpreading their Jealouſies, that ſome ſecular 
Intereſt or dangerous Deſign is carrying on 
under ſuch plauſible Pretences, and will uſe 
their utmoſt diligence to find Fault with the 
manner ( how regular ſoever it be ) of its be- 
ing carried on, or to raiſe Objections againſt 
the Perſons engaged in it ; and when they can- 
not find any real ones, they will have recourſe 
to their Inventions, to down-right Slanders, 


to miſ-repreſent them, as the Heathen Perſe- 


cutors did the Martyrs, to expoſe them the 
more to the People's Hatred and Rage ; nay, 
and that which makes the Work yet the more 
difficult is, that there will not be wanting an- 
other kind of Men, and indeed, I conceive; 
ſome of the worſt ſort of Enemies to ſach a 
Deſign, who through ſome unhappy Principles 
or Prejudices will not only be content: to fit 
ſtill themſelves, and to be unconcerned in this 
Matter, but perhaps to excuſe themſelves from 


giving that Aſſiſtance which might otherwiſe | 


be with Modeſty expeRed from them ; and to 
prevent the Cenſure that may be apt to fall 
gpon them for their ill ConduR, will be very 
ready to declare the Attempts of this kind im 
Pr aGicabie, 
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praQticable, unſeaſonable, or imprudent, as 
they do moſt other things of the ſame na- 
ture; which, 'tis much to be both feared and 
lamented, many of them want either Zeal, or 
perhaps Honeſty to undertake, which Men of 
no leſs true Wiſdom, ( if that Principle, whe- 
ther it be called Caution or Policy, that keeps 
Men from doing their Duty, deſerves the Name 
of Folly, rather than Wiſdom, ) not only at- 
tempt, but ſurmount the appearing Difficulties 
of. But tho' Reſiſtance to the firſt Attempts 
of Reformation. from the Powers of Darkneſs 
and the corrupt Nature of Man might be 
foreſeen, and may have been experienced by 
thoſe concerned in the Tranſactions I have gi- 
vet an account of, and may be ſti!l expeted 
in ſome meaſure in the Proſecution of it ; yet 
as 'twas at firſt neceſlary to undertake it, fo 
'tis ſtill as neceſſary to purſue it. Nay, the 
higher the Tide of Debauchery and Prophane- 
neſs runs, the more evident Reaſon there is for 
us to look to our Banks, to uſe all proper Me- 
thods for the Oppoling of it, and the more 
- generous and brave is the Oppoſition, unleſs 
'tis more reaſonable to give way to it, and 
expect an Inundation of Wickedneſs and Ruine, 
than to endeavour to prevent it, ſince as the 
Caſe will grow the worſe, and more deſpe- 
rate by the delay, fo the ObjeQions that are 


now made againſt it will thereby grow the 
ſlronger. 


Let 
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Let then the Oppoſition to this Enterprize 
be as great and deſperate, and from as various 
Cauſes as we can well ſuppoſe it; if thoſe who 
are engaged in ir do ſincerely propoſe God's 
Glory and the Good of Mankind in their En- 
deavours ; if they often turn their Thoughts 
within themſelves, as well as upon the Faults 
of others, and endeavour to be blameleſs and 
harmle(s, and without Rebuke in the midſ# of a 
perverſe Generation ; if they continue to take 
great Care that their Condu@ in this Afﬀair be 
regular, governed by the Laws of the Land, 
and the Precepts of their Religion, remem- 
bring that the Goodneſs of no end can make 
Evil means lawfull, and as free as far as 'tis 
poſſible from Imprudencies and Inadverten- 
cies, to which the wiſeſt and beſt Men are ſub- 
je, and therefore are no reaſonable ObjxeRi- 
on againſt a good Deſign to honeſt Men, that 

now how to give all juſt Allowances to Hu- 
mane Frailties in a Work of Difficulty, where- 
in many unexpected Occurrences will arife, 
Numbers of Men are engaged, and who will 
be ſometimes taken unprepar'd and at diſad- 
vantage by bad and defigning Men, who will 
not fail to wait for their Halting, and to im- 
prove”-all kind of Advantages againſt them; 
if they go on with Diligence and Reſolution, 
conſidering that So/omon's Diretion, Whatever 
thy Hand findeth to do, do it with thy Might, 
in this Work ſeems more eſpecially to be re- 


garded by thoſe who are employed in it, a 
Wos 
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Woe being pronounced againſt them that do Jer 48.10, 
the Work of the Lord || deceitfully, and a Crown fro "ol 
of Life being promiſed to themzhat are faithfull Rev. 2. 10. 


to Death ; it, laſtly, they cry mightily to God, 
to whoſe Omnipotence no- Difficulties are 
inſuperable, and without whom nothing is 
ſtrong, no means can attain their end, for his 
gracious DiteAion and mercifull Aſliſtarice in 
a Work of Hazard and Difficulty, wherein 
Wiſdom and Conſtancy, the Spiritual Armour 
of the Goſpel is requiſite, the Honour and 
Intereſt of Religion, and the Good of Souls 
ſeem to be ſo much concern'd, to prevent their 
being aſſaulted with ſuch violent Temptations 
that might overcome them, or to give ther 
ſuch extraordinary Supports and Comforts as 
may enable them to bear up under them ; and 
they humbly depend more upon his Direion 
and Bleſſing than their own Diligence and 
Condudt, conſidering that the Zeal we have for 
God's Honour, and the Succeſs of it is from 
Him ; that our beſt Endeavours herein, as well 
as our other Performances, will have a great 
mixture of Humane Frailty ; and that after a// 


we ſhall do we ſhall be but unprofitable Servants, Luk«7.0 


Tt they thus go on with Sincerity, with Pru- 
dence, with Courage, with Humility, and 
truſt in God, they may, I think, face all the 
World, we may foon {ſee what Courage Vice 
hath, whether Prophanenefs and Debauchery 
will be able to hold up their heads with their 
Supporters, ( which they have roo long had 

k, 4/1thin 
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within our Memory ) as Religion hath often 


done without them, and when the Powers of 
the World have been againſt it. No, Sig is of 
the Nature of the Devil, its Author, cowardly 
and ſneaking, and will, with God's Bleſſing, 
give way when thus oppoſed, which thoſe con- 
cerned in the Tranſactions I have given an 
Account of have experimented, and who 
have had ſo great Succeſs, as makes it 
very evident that a general Concurrence of 
good Men may, with God's Bleſſing, effe&t a 
general Reformation ; but if the Concurrence of 
Men of Religion ſhould not prove ſo univerſal 
as is hoped it will, or if our Endeavours ſhould 
not ſucceed to a National Reformation, as is 
propoſed, we may however hope to doa great 
deal of good ; we ſhall bear our Teſtimony to 
Religion: againſt the Corruptions of the Age, 
and we cannot, [I think, fail of giving a great 
Check to publick Wickedneſs; and though we 
ſhou'd not after all, by: our Prayers and En- 
deavours, prevent the Deluge of Calamities 
that threaten us, an Ark may mercifully be 
provided for us, we may deliver our own 
Souls, and it will then be known who they 
are that are to be thanked that a thorough 
Reformation was not effected, and the Miſery 
of the Nation prevented ; not only thoſe who 
by deſperately diſcouraging and oppoſing pious 
and proper Endeavours for Promoting a Re- 
formation, ſeem to be of the Number of thoſe 
that may be ſaid, in ſome ſenſe, to fight agar 
God ; 
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God; but thoſe likewiſe that deſpiſed the War- 
nings we gave them of their Danger, all the 
Perſuaſions with which we preſſed them to ſet 
about it, and would not be prevailed with to 
give any hearty Aſſiſtance to the Work. Sup- 
poſing then that we are to prepare, in the Pro- 
ſecution of this Enterprize, for evil Surmiſings 
and reproachfull Words; for Storms of Malice 
and ill Will, which the Enemy of all Good- 
neſs and the Paſſions of Men may be expected 
to raiſe, this, I conceive, may, now the Tide 
1s turning, be generally the greateſt Oppo- 
ſition of the infatuated and ſenſeleſs Slaves of 
Vice ; for in Reverence to our common Na- 
ture I muſt preſume, that there are few that 
will be declared Agents for the Devil, that 
are ſo abandoned of all ſenſe of Honour, all 
Concern for their Reputation, as to enter pub- 
lickly the Liſts, and venture their Lives for his 
Service. And as wicked Men have therein the 
worſt Cauſe, they have, I think, no ſettled and 
ſteady Principles to a&t upon, but little true 
Courage, and not much Faith among them ; 
they will often betray one another when Oc- 
caſion offers, and therefore we may conclude 
that they will never make a firm ſtand again(t 
the united Body of good Men if they acquir 
themſelves as they ought in fo glorious an Un- 
dertaking, 


To the Men of Religion and Virtue of all Ranks, 
Orders, and Denominations, without dittinction, 
oo | ao 


F 
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] ask leave therefore, in this common Cauſe of 
Religion, humbly to apply my ſelf. Your Re- 
ligion is avowedly attacqued by the deſperate 
Rebels of Chriſtianity, and Enemies to Virtue; 
your God is publickly dithonoured, yea, ſome- 
times, 'tis ſill to be feared, Blaſphemed, for 
the Entertainment of Perſons of all Degrees, 
all Ages, and both Sexes ; His Laws are tram- 
pled on ; his Servants deſpis'd ; the Notions 
of Good and Evil arc endeavoured to be con- 
founded, and your Country is in imminent 
danger of being loſt, if in the preſent Conteſt 
between Religion and D2bauchery, Religion 
does not prevail. You are all confeſſedly, by 
your Baptiſmal! Engagement, liſted Soldiers 
for God's Service, againſt the Devils Kingdom. 
And as God hath an undoubted Title to your 
Service, the King by publickly declaring for 
a vigorous Execution of the Laws againſt pub- 
lick Wickedneſs, and the Cauſe of Religion, 
hath given you an happy Opportunity of dif- 
charging your Fidelity and Zeal for your Great 
Lord and Maſter ; and your Fellow-Chriſtians, 
who are already ſucceſsfully engaged in a pub- 
lick Oppoſition to Vice and Prophanenels, to 
theſe Rebels to Religion, and Enemies to your 
Country, ſeem to call on you to entcr into their 
pious Confederacy, as Moſes heretofore did on 
the //raelites, when he 1tood in the Gate of 
the Camp; Who is on the Lords ſide, let 


P[ 94. 16, [ins come unto me? Or as Holy David of 


old, Who will riſe up for me againſt the Evil 


aoers ? 


_—_ Es 
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doers? Who will ſtand up for me againſt the 
Workers of Tniquity 2 Now then is the Time, 
to make one general and brave Effort for 
the Intereſt of Religion, and for the Wel- 
fare of the Engliſh Nation. And will you 
any longer deter your Declaring and En- 
gaging in this Glorious Work, now it ſeems 


ſo apparent that this Cloud that appeared ſo 


little to you at firſt is like to overſpread our 
whole Horizon ; that one of the moſt plauſt- 
ble and uncomfortable Objections which was 
made to this Undertaking, of its being im- 
practicable, which we have too much reaſon 
to ſuſpe&t to be upon other like Occaſians a 
frequent Excuſe for Fear, Lazineſs, or want 
of.good Principles, is taken off, by the great 
Succeſs that hath attended it ; that the Heat 
of tlie Day, the fierceſt Oppoſicion to theſe 
Attempts, ſeems much over; and that you 
have ſo very great reaſon to conclude that the 
Virtuous part of the Nation, of all Parties, 
will fall in and give their Aſſiſtance 1n it, when 
more particular Methods thall be laid before 
them ; that if we point our united Batteries a- 
painſt tlie ſtrong holds of Debauchery and 
Prophaneneſs ; if we proſecute this Religious 
War with Conduct and Reſolution, which is 
lo ſucceſsfully begun with ſo unequal a humane 
force, we have Victory in view, we may, with 
God's Bleſling,ſee a Reformation throughly effe- 
ed, and put upon ſuch a firm Foundation, as 
that it may not be eaſily in the Power of a 
L 3 VICIOUS 
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vicious Court, or of a degenerate Nobility or 
Gentry, in a ſucceeding Reign to overturn it, 
again to debauch the Nation, and bring it in 
ſuch danger of Ruine. But is it not enough 
that you that have had an early Knowledge of 
theſe Tranſaftions, have not ſooner engaged in 
a Cauſe which you could not well be ſuppo- 
fed, without great Inconſideration or Preju- 
dice, but ſecretly to approve of under all its 
Diſadvantages, when ir was in it ſelf the ſame 
as it 15 now with its Succeſs, and meerly per- 
haps becauſe you thought the Scrvice might 
be too hot for you, and therefore you lett it 
to others to engage in an Oppoſition to Vice 
whilſt it was Triumphant, to fall upon it in 
its Intrenchments, to bear the brunt ot the 
Battle, and reſerved your ſelves for leſs doubt- 
full and dangerous Service, till the main Body 
of the Nation ſhould come up, and Victory 
Zhould be turning on the fide of Virtue 2 Cow- 
ardice in this Caſe, as in War, may be almoſt 
as miſchievous and as criminal as Treachery. 
Where is then your Zeal tor God, or Charity 
for Man, if you appear ſtill ſo unconcerned 
whether Religion or Prophaneneſs prevails, it 
after Ten Years are paſt of a Reign in which we 
had reaſon to promiſe our ſeives a Reformati- 
on would be carried on, and te the Glory of 
Ir, you ſtill frame further Excuſes to poſtpone 
it, and ſuch weak ones as will very hardly 
paſs with a mortal Man, who underlitands 
w hat indiſpenſible Obligations Religion lays 
upon 
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upon us, heartily to ſet about it ; but ſurely 
not with the living God, that ſees not as Man 
ſees, but ſearches the Heart 2 Do you think 
tKis Nation hath not bled and ſuffered e- 
nough for our inexcuſable Delays, our defer- 
ring this neceſſary Work? How can you re- 
concile your Neutrality to the Promiſes which 
many of you may be ſuppoſed to have made 
in the late days of your Humiliation, or the 
Prayers that moſt of you put up to God for a 
National Reformation 2 How is it conſiſtent 
with the Pretenſions you make of your being 
of the pureſt Religion, or of the beſt conſtitu- 
red Church? What do you think of that De- 


TY! 


claration of your Bleſſed Saviour, He that is Mat. 12. 


not with me is againſt me> Can you perſwade 
your ſelves that your continuing your Neu- 
trality till rhe ViRtory is either ſo gained on 
the (ide of Religion, that there will be little 
need of your Aſliſtance ; or that the Intereſts 
of Religion are depretſed, and your Country 
ruined, ( which there is ſuch Danger of ) be- 
yond the Example of former Ages, deſerves 
eicher the Name of Bravery, or the Wiſdom 
that is from Above ? * Difficulties and Sufferings 
are ſurely the proper Exerciſes of Chriſtians,are 
as it were the Telt and Touch-ſtone of Noble 


TH md rem "_—_ bd 


39. 


* Athle- | 


tam {tadi- 
um, Nau- 
clerum, 
tempeſtas, 
ucem, 
pugna, 
magnani- 
mum Ca» 
lamitas, 
Chriſtia- !? 


f Minds ; and therefore the Perſons who in all num vero 


n Ages have been eſteemed the Wiſelt and Bra- 


y velit, and to have deſerved belt of Mankiad, 


renratio 
probat & 
examinat, 
Baſil. 


's Nihil, mihi videtur, infelicius eo cui aihil unquam evenit adverſi, non 
'G licuit 11h ſe experiri. Tranſiſti ſine Adverſario vitam, nemo ſciet quid po« 


Fueris : ne tu quidem jple. La4 have 
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Magnum hqaye been thoſe) who for the Vindication of 


exempl = DES 
nit mala Truth, the Cauſe of Religion, and the Service 


fortuna of their Country, have cheerfully undergone 
" - Tenominy,Baniſhment, and Death, through the 
Nondum Malignity of the Times, popular Fury, or the 


nit. 
telixes lt. Tyranny of Governments ; * inſomuch, that 
Te non- 


dum tur. the moſt celebrated Heathen Moraliſts and Phi- 
ba deri- Jofophers declared, That a Man could hardly be 
Mutium J«ppoſed tobe Virtuous without Suffering for being 
Igais, Fa- ſo, And one of them could, we are told, bravely 
britum thus expreſs himſelf to this purpoſe : If a Man 
paupertas, ; > wa 

Regulum Can ſee a Sword at his Eyes without winking; 


tormenta, if he can make it an indiflerent Matter to him 
Socratem 


venenum Whether his Life goes out of his Throat, or at 
ſupzraxce his Mouth ; it he can hear himſelf ſentenced 


non potuit. . 
Ciczr, to Baniſhment, or Torments, and can ſay, 4/ 


magnum this TI am provided for ; this is, ſays he, the 
+ arm oy Temper of Mind that makes him great. Ac- 
Ep. 13. Cordingly Socrates obtained ſo great Fame for 


——eroman his Sulfering Death with Conftancy for his Re- 
nec laſe;. ligion. Ariftides his Juſtice, and Rutzlius his 
via, nee Integrity and Courage, were more ſignalized 
0-aay by their Baniſhment, But not to fend Chri- 
mite levi- {lians to learn Conſtancy in Suffering for a 
rats, fed o00d Cauſe to Heathens, among, whom it was, 


{zpe etiam . . El 
ite, fr- 10 the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, a common 


mitare & Haying, Þ That the Chriſtians only were Deſpiſers 
Conftancid of Death. So that Origen could it ſeems boldly 


ſanr beatt, 
Cicero de tell them, Ve- can as cheerfully lay down our 
fin. ; 

Eeovs! 5 Ta , LY & Te SaueiuG 0 dit2a1T [a519ywTt| 1, SE Aw Te 
Jau, IE Sure/41, HkAUIN TE) a1, TW 0OAAG THAEUTYY, THETA Ki yg, MHIOP, 
X18 S131 Tt]|ar, Plat. ae Rip. Lib. 2. p. 361. 

- | Sul Chriſtiani mortis contemprores. Lives 
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Lives for our Religion, as the hardieſt Philoſo- 

pher of you can lay down his Coat. Did the 
Martyrs and Confeſlours count it ſo great an 
Ho#our and Happineſs to ſuffer Bonds and Im- 
priſonment, Exile, and all kinds of Death, to 

be Rackr, Burnt, Stoned, Boiled, to be throwa 

to wild Beaſts, and condemned to the Mines, 

for the Honour of their Lord and Maſter, and 

the Salvation of their own Souls; laught 

at all the Methods of Cruelty, and tired out 

the Malice of their Perſecutors> And by theſe 
means, as the Roman Emperour and Philoſo- 

pher, Marcus Antoninus, told the common Afl- 
ſembly at Epheſus, in his Letter to them, to 

ſtop the blind Rage of the Pagan Prieſts and 
People againſt them, They were always Conque- Sanguis 
rours. Could ſuch vaſt Numbers of Perſons, of Marty- 
both Sexes, of all Ages, and ſuch various Con- 50m Fe 
ditions, more greedily court Martyrdom, than, cleſiz. 
Men did in After-ages ſeck Biſhopricks and 
Preferments in the Church, and valued it more 

than Crowns and Scepters ? Inſomuch, that a 
general Council thought fit to reſtrain their 
Expoſing themſelves unneceſſarily to it. And 

can the Diſciples of the ſame Crucify'd Saviour, 

who are obliged by him to bear the Croſs, are Luke 14. 
bid to rejoyce and be exceeding glad when they are ,, 7- 
Reviled and Perſecuted for his ſake ; and are Os 
directed by the Apoſtle, 7o count zt all Foy when Jam. 1. 2. 
they fall into divers Temptations, be attrighted 
at all Appearances of Sutfering in a good 
Cauſe, think the danger only of meeting with 
Shame, 
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Shame, or other little Inconveniences, a ſuffi- 
cient Excuſe for their not appearing for the 
Honour of their Lord and Maſter, and the Sa- 
ving of their Country 2 Nay, Can the Solgier 
endure all the Fatigues,and venture all the Ha- 
zards of War, make his way through Blood and 
Bullets, Fire and Water, upon no higher Mo- 
tives generally, tis to be feared, than for a 
larger Pay, or a greater Poſt of Honour in an 
Army ; to be talkt of by thoſe that have no 
more Reaſon than himſelf, or uſe it to little 
purpoſe? Can the Courtier, in a corrupt Reign, 
intrigue and plod, lie and fawn, loſe his!Reſt, 
and waſt his Spirits, endure the Frowns of 
Men, and the Reproaches of his own Conſci- 
ence, to pleaſe an Earthly Prince, that is com- 
poſed of the ſame Elements with himſelf? Can 
the Covetous Man drudge and ſweat, pinch 
Nature, and haraſs it, live Poorly and Con- 
temptibly, for the miſerable Conſideration of 
filling his Cheſts full of poliſhed Earth, or lea- 
ving it for a Son who often takes almoſt as 
much Pains to damn his Soul in Spending it, 
as his Father might his, without Repentance, 
by his unjuſtifiable Methods of Getting it? 
Can the Sons of Wine and Luſt be content to 
brute their Minds, and ruine their Bodies, bear 
the Cries of ruined Tradeſmen, and of their 
miſerable Families, ro tranſmit Poverty and 
Diſcaſe, Infamy and Miſery to their Poſtert- 
ty; to watch and fear, to rot and roar for 
their unlawtull and beaſtly Pleaſures 2 Can the 
Liber» 
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Libertine, when his Conſcience will not ſuffer 
him to be eaſe in his Sins, when he wiſhes 
there was no Religion in this World, nor. fu- 
tfire Account in the next, be indefatigable in 
raking out of all the Heathen Authors, and 
our Modern Plays, all Expreſſions that may 
ſeem to favour his Licentiouſneſs,and may help 
to beget or ſtrengthen his Infidelity ; in ſhort, 
take more pains to ſilence and ſtupifie his 
Conſcience, than might, with God's Bleſling, 
be ſufficient, if it were well applied, to ſub- 
due his vicious Habits, to be wiſe, and to be 
happy ? Can theſe Men be thus reſolute, di- 
ligent and daring in the purſuit of their Sins, 
or the empty things of this World, that net- 
ther Frowns nor Favours, Hazards nor Difh- 
culties, do make any ſuch Impreſſions upon 
them, as either to deter or allure them from 
the Proſecution of their Deſigns, or from ?rea- 


ſuring up to themſelves Wrath againſt the Day of Rom, ». 5, 


Wrath, from being irrecoverably and unſpeak- 
ably miſerable ; and ſhall the Proſelyrtes of Reli- 
gi0n,that know its ineſtimableValue,be ſo faint- 
hearted and ſneaking in its Glorious Caule, 
and in the diſcharge of their Duty, for the 
obtaining an Everlaſting Happineſs, that every 
little Difficulty, the Favour or the Frowns of 
its open Enemies, ſhall diſcourage and keep 
them from giving their Aſſiſtance in its De- 
tence 2 This ſurely all Men, that are ſincerely 
concerned for the Honour and Intereſt of Re- 
lIigion, and expedt to receive the unſpeakable 
Rewards it propoſes to thoſe that — 
puſue 
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purſue ity, will be aſhamed of. I confeſs to the 
World, I dare not, I know not how to hope 
to be rewarded with Everlaſting Honour and 
Happineſs hereafter from Him, who in the 
Fleb. 12.2. purchaſing of our Redemption eydured the 
Croſs, deſpiſing the Shame, if I can't prevail 
upon my felt to ſuffer ill Treatment, to be 
calumniated, laugh'd at, and contemn'd, in 
Obedience to his Commands, and for the Good 
of Souls, for whom he died ; Nay, I will not 
ask Pardon of the prophane Crew, the Gene- 
ration of Scorners, that I tell them yet more 
plainly, that I hope I had rather bear all the 
Contempt that their Tongues and Pens can 
fling upon me for any Aſſiſtance I am enabled, 
by God's Grace, to give this Cauſe I am re- 
preſenting, ( whilſt I continue under the ſame 
Sentiments of it ) which I do expect a ſhare 
of, and am preparing my ſelf to welcome; 
nay, to ſuffer Death, if I am called to it, in the 
Diſcharge of my Duty therein, rather than 
bear the Reproaches of my own Mind in this 
World for an Unconcernednelſs for it, and 
much more than to be diſowned by my Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour at the great Day of Recom- 
Pence, and to cndure his Everlaſting Diſ- 
pleaſure, And without the Jeave of thoſe 
unhappy Wretches who would paſs for 
Wits in theſe days, by ſaying ſuch things as 
have in all Ages mark'd thoſe that have been 
guilty of them with the moſt infamous Cha- 
rac&t:rs, and have made them look'd on as Ene- 


mies of Mankind, even Monſters in Humane 
Na- 


FM or Ref or mation of Manner e. 


Nature ; thoſe Panders for Hell I mean who 
turn the moſt ſerious and facred things into 
Jeſt and Railery, and who will not therefore, 
E ſuppoſe, fail to treat with Scorn and Re- 
proach the Endeavours of Reformation, and 
thoſe that are concerned in them : I muſt re- 
member them, that -the Scripture not only 
tells us that 7» the laſt days Scoffers (hall appear, 
and that Judgments are prepared for Scorners, 
but that God particularly, ſcorneth the Scorners, 
And as for thoſe that herd among theſe pro- 
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2 Pet. 3.3. 


Prov. 19. 


29. 
Prov. 3.34. 


phane Scoffers, theſe profeſſed Advocates for the 


Devil's Service, that negle& rheir Daty, and 
ſacrifice their Conſciences, only to avoid their 
Scorn and Contumelies, let me defire them to 
conſider, whether they have not reaſon to fear 
that God will treat them with. Everlaſting 
Contempt who for his fake, or in Obedience 
to his plain Commands, retuſe to be contem- 
ned. 

Let us not then, Fellow-Chriſtians, who 
would be accounted faithtull Soldiers of Jeſus 


Chriſt, be afraid of the Reproaches and Revilings Ifa. 51. 1. 
of ſuch prophane aud profligate Wretches, but | Vaum- 


uodque 


let us rejoyce in them, and in any other Perſe- haer pro- 
cution which we may undergo in fo glorious poticum 
a Cauſe. Let us conſider, that this Lite is the gg, 


proper Seaſon for Service and Suffering, and 
the next of Reward and Happineſs. ÞF Let the 


Romant 
duces imz- 
tentur Ca- 
millos 


Fabritios, Scipiones ; philoſophi proponant Socratem,Platonem, Ariſtot &<, 
Nos autem habcamus propoliti noſtri principes, Paulos, Hilariones, &c. 


Hicron 17945 


Lives 
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Lives and Deaths of the Martyrs and Confe. 


ſours of old be much in our Minds. Let us 
remember that the beſt Chriſtians in all Apes 
have been derided and contemned, that our 
Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, the Captain of our 
Salvation, who was rejefted and deſpiſed 
of Men, hath commanded us »ot to be a- 
fraid of them that kill the Body, and after that 
have no more that they can do; but to fear him 
that hath Power to caſt into Hell; and hath 
ſaid, that whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of him, 
and of his Words, of him alſo ſhall he be aſhamed 
when he cometh in the Glory of his Father with 


Mat. 5-11. the holy Angels ; but that if we are Reviled and 


Perſecuted for his ſake our Keward ſhall be great 
in Heavenv. Let us fortifie our ſelves with 
theſe Conſiderations againſt the molt violent 
Oppoſition of the Enemies of Goodneſs, and 
the dangerous Suggeltions and ill Examples of 
formal and lukewarm Chriſtians, and of thoſe 
who are too often falſly called Friends; let us 
look on all their Inſinuations, and any Obje- 
ions whatſoever to the Diſcharge of our Duty 
in this Undertaking, which we may meet with 
from the Prudent and the Wary, tending 
to diſcourage us from the hearty Proſecution 
of it, asTemptations that we are to reſiſt,unleſs 
they can convince us that we do not aC&t here- 
in as becomes Men and Chriſtians, and good 
Members of the Community ; that this Work 
15 not honourable in its ſelf, defirable in its 
Effects, and acceptable to Almighty God, 
which, 


for Reformation of Manners, 


which, I think, they will never do, ſince they 
cannot prove that the Civil Government ought 
not to endeavour to puniſh and ſuppreſs Pub- 
liek Sins, and the open Defiance of Religion, 
in anſwer to Scripture, clear Reaſon, and the 
general Conſent of Mankind to the con- 
trary. 

Laſtly therefore, Let all thoſe who are al- 
ready ſincerely concerned in this Noble Un- 
dertaking, and all others that have any Love 
to God, any Charity to Man, any Concern 
for their Country, or Regard to their Poſteri- 
ty, to engage them in it, conſider, that we 
have herein the Laws of God and the Nation, 
the Commands of the King, the Concurrence 
of a late Repreſentative Body of the Nation, 
the Prayers of good Men, the Pretences of 
thoſe that carry but a Form and Profeſſion o5 
Religion, and rhe Conſciences that are not 
hardned, even of bad Men, on our ſide; and 
moreover, the great Succeſs that hath already 
attended theſe Attempts, to animate and en- 
courage our Zeal and Diligence in it : So that 
if we acquit our ſelves herein like Men and 
Chriſtians ; if God is on our ſide, we know, 


there is, as Solomon ſays, no Wiſdom, nor QJn- Prov. 21. 


derſtanding, nor Counſel, againſt him ; we need 
not much fear the Strength or Policy of the 
World, 'or the Powers of Darkneſs; we may, 
with God's Bleſſing, fee Prophaneneſs and D.- 
bauchery every day more and more fly into 
dark Corners, as Idolatry of old did at the ap- 
pearance 


JO, 
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pearance of Chriſtianity, Vice be branded and 
confounded, Virtue embraced, Religion pre- 
vail, England flouriſh, and give ſuch an Ex- 
ample as may provoke ſucceeding Apes and 
other Nations to an Imitation, and give per- 
haps Occaſion to reform Chriſtendom and 
Mankind. But what Triumph of Soul, which 
neither Riches, nor Honours, nor the Fleſh can 
give, ſuch happy Souls may, Living or Dy- 
ing, have, who have undergone Shame and 
Sufferings in the faithfull Diſcharge of their 
Duty, and for the Cauſe of God, who have 
been his Inſtruments in bringing about ſuch 
bleſſed Effects; nay, in diſcharging their Duty 
herein, and in other reſpeAs, ſincerely, tho' 
Succeſs which is not in our Power, and 
will not be required of us, ſhould not attend 
it? And, on the contrary, what ſevere Refle- 
Ctions they may hereafter make on their Be- 
haviour, who, after this Matter is plainly laid 
before them, and a publick Reformation of 
Manners ſeems to be pur as it were into their 
hands, will either openly oppoſe, or ſecretly 
undermine the juſt Endeavours of it, or that 
will not be prevail'd upon either to concur in 
the Methods that are already laid, or to en- 
gape in any other that they can ſuppoſe may 
be more effetual for the carrying on a Natio- 
nal Reformation, that can contentedly look 
on and ſee their Fellow-Chriſtians ſuffer in any 
kind, by their brave Oppoſition to the decla- 


red Enemies of God, and the Devil's Kingdom, 
| anct 
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the Cauſe of Religion to be injured and 
depreſſed, and their Country ſo much endan- 
gered, for want of their giving their ſeaſona- 
ble and zealous Aſſiſtance to it, I will not un- 
dertake to deſcribe. 
I will only add, That if the Attempts of Re- 
- formation, which were began with fo great 
Diſadvantage, have born up under {o many 
Difficulties, which are carried on bv the uni- 
ted Endeavours of ſuch Bodies of Men, in 
the ſeveral Parts of this City, are ſpreading 
through the Cities and Corporations of the 
Kingdom, and are propagating in thoſe of 7re- 
land, who have a Communication wirh one 
another, are governed by Methods that have 
been approved by Perſons of great Wiſdom, 
and cenſummated Judgment, and which have 
been {o highly ſuccelsfull, thould be defeated 
by the Induſtry and Power, the Number and 
Intereſt of its Enemies : If, I ſay, we ſhould 
ſuffer Debauchery and Prophanenels toregain 
their ground, and to carry the Vidory, aftcr 
the Advances that are thus made towards the 
Suppreſling of them, and the Encouragements 
and Advantages we have for the Carrying of 
them on to fo glorious an Iſſue, have we 
not very great realon to fear that we 
may never again have ſuch an Opportunity 
put into our Hands? Can it be thought ea- 
ſhe, humanely ſpeaking, to bring the Bw 
dy of Men together that are now .engrged 
M in 


Jer. 5. 9. 
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in it, to rally and reaſſume a Baffled Cauſe, 
wherein they may perhaps be apt to think they 
may have made a full and diſmal experiment of , 
the deſperate Averſion and Oppoſition of this 
Generation to Reformation, have, if they have 
ated therein, and in other parts of their Du- 
ty, ſincerely, kept the Guilt of publick Wick- 
edneſs from lying on them, and may havede- 
livered their. own Souls Or is there any 
probability that this Cauſe will be revived and 
ſucceſsfully retrieved by thoſe, whom no Ar- 
guments willnow prevail on, to concur in the 
preſent Methods, or to give any other zealous 
Afliſtance to it 2 And, who is there that 
believes that there is a Righteous God that 
governs the World, that will not fear, how 
{nguine ſoever ſome Men may be upon the 
firmneſs of our preſent Peace and Settlement, 
that notwithſtanding our Councils and Con- 
federacies, we ſhall feel the Effets of the high 
Diſpleaſure of Almighty God, upon whoſe 
Bleſſing the Stability of our preſent Peace and 
outward Proſperity does depend ; that He wil 
be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this 2 And if 
this ſhould prove to be our diſmal Caſe, might 
it not then be ſaid over us ; O ungratefull and 
rebellious Nation, that wouldeſt ſo provoke in- 
finite Patience and Forbearance, wouldeſt ob- 
ſtinately refuſe ſo many gracious Offers, con- 
temn ſuch various Methods of Mercy,as if thou 
had'ſt been deſperately reſolved upon _— 

ton ! 


: 4 of FITY.1. 
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Aion! O England / England / To whnt Miſe- 
ry have thy Sins brought thee ! But the Cauſe 
of Reformation is God's Cauſe, His Providence 
hath ſeemed to me to favour the poor Endea- 
vours of it, which are repreſented in theſe Pa- 
pers, and therefore I hope they will, with his 
Bleſſing, ſo proſper and prevail, that fuch a Na- 
tional Reformation may be efteted as may 
prevent His heavy Judgments falling upon us. 


And may Almighty God, who is pleaſed to 
 magpifie his Power in Weakneſs, for this end 
mercifully dire and ſapport thoſe who are fin- 
cerely engaged in this Glorious Work, give what 
is ſaid herein agreeable to his Will ſome —_ 
in the furthering of it, and graciouſly pardon 
any, thing in it that may not be acceptable to 
Him, for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's Sake. 


F 


All Glory to G OD. 


ERRATA, 


Pag. $. lin, 23: for evit read wicked. p. 21, 1. 3. for Intereſt r. Intereſts. p. aG. 
1. 6.dele and. p. 41. 1.6. for know r. new. p. ibid. 1. 26. for hath r. have. p. 47. 
at the end of the Marginal Note dele p. 66, 67. p- $7. $. for do r. doth, p. ik 
I. 4. for hath r. have. p. 84. 1. 2. for ſeems r. ſeem. p. 98.1. 15. for pervented x. 
prevented, p. $13.1, 16, far, hath 7. have, p. 11 5, 1.7, or haver, hath, 
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Advertiſement. 


Bftradts of the Laws againſt Prophaneneſs and Debah- 
chery. 

Blank Warrants againſt prophane Swearing and Cur- 
fing, Drunkenneſs and Prophanation of the Lord's-day, 
by Tipling in Publick Houſes, and Exercifing of Trade. 

Blank Regiſters of ſuch Farrants, for the Magiſtrates 
calling of Conſtables, Church-Wardens, Overſeers of the 


Poor, &c. ro account at the Sefſions or otherwiſe, for the - 


Execution of them, and rhe application of the Mony 
thereby levied, to the uſe of the Poor, 

Prudential Rules for rhe giving of Informations ro Ma- 
giſtrares in theſe caſes. 

Printed for the eaſe of all Magiſtrates, and the di- 
rection of private Perſons, who, in any part of the King- 
dom, are religiouſly engaged in the G/o7:0us Work of pro 
moting a National Reformation : and ſold by B. Aylmer, 
ar the Three Pigeons in Cornyill ; WP. Rogers, at the Sun in 
Fleetſtreet ; D. Brown, at the Swan withour Temple -Bgr 5 
and W, Henſhman in Weſt minſter-Hall, 


m, 


An Account of the Societies for Reformation of Man- 
ners, 

A Sermon Preach'd at St. Mary-/2-Bow, t6 the Societies 
for rhe Reformation of Manners : By the Right Reverend 
Father in God, Edward, Lord Biſhop of Glouceſter, in 890, 
Price 6d, 

A Sermon Preach'd at Sr. Mary-le-Bow, to the Societies 
for the Reformation of Manners : By Fohn Hancock,D.D. 
Chaplain ro his Grace the D. of Bedford, in 8®, Price 6d, 

A Sermon Preach'd at St. Mary-/e-Bow, to the Societies 
for the Reformarion of Manners: By Zilly Butler, Mini- 
ſter of St. Mary Aldermanbury, in 8?. Price 6d. 

A Sermon Preach'd ar St. Mary-le-Bow, to the Societies 
for Reformarion of Manners: By Samuel Bradford, Rector 
of rhe ſaid Pariſh, in 8%. Price 6d. 


Tizeſe Books fold by B, Aylmer in Cornhilh 


mu my wy ff peg Y ww 2 gd 4 ns ww ww hs wt c 


©, way 


For the more Effectual Promoting the Deſign of this 
Book, is added, 


An Abſiratt of the Penal-Lans 


Againſt Immorality and Prophaneneſs, Com- 


manded to be put in Speedy and Vigorous Exe- 
cution, by His Majeſty's Gracious and Pious Pro- 
clamation, purſuant to the Humble Addreſs of the 
Honourable Houſe of Commons. 


OFFENCES. 


Nophanation of the 
P Low's:-Day. 


LL Lawsin force 
concerning the 
Obſervation of 
the Lord's-Day, 

. ſhall be put in 
Execution 2 This Day is by 
every one to be Sanctified and 
kept Holy 3 and all Perſons 
muſt be careful herein to ex- 
erciſe themſelves in the Duties 
of Piety and true Religion, 

Publickly and Privately ; and 

every one on this Day (not 

having a reaſonable Excule ) 
muſt diligently reſort to ſome 

Publick place, where the Ser- 

vice of God is exerciſed, or 


muſt be preſent at ſome other : 
Place, (allowed of by Law) 


in the Practice of ſome Reli- 
gious Duty, either of Prayer, 
Preaching, Reading, or Ex- 
pounding of the Scriptures, or 
Confergnce upon the ſame, 


Laws 
and 
Statutes, 


29 Car. 2. 
Cap. 7. 


1V.&XM. 
Cap. 18, 


1 El:7.c.2. 
3 Fac. c. 4. 


PENALTIES. 


OTE, That His 

Majefty's Prote- 

ftant Subjects dif- 
ſerting from the 
Church of E:z/a:d, and qua- 
lied according to the late 
Statute of Indulgence, are ex» 
emptec from the Penalties of 
the Statutes, 3 Jac. 1 E':z. 
23. Eliz. 29. Eli. and ſome 
other Statutes. But this In- 
dulgence extends not to ſuch 
prophane Perſons who no 
where attend on rhe Publick 
Worſhip of God Eſtabliſht, 
or allow'd by Law; nor to 
any that in Preaching or 
Writing deny the Trinity. 


OFFENCES; 


\ 
Laws 


and 


Statutes. | 


IIS nt 


Such as Repair not to 

Chyrch, &c. on Sundays and 

Holidays, | 
One Witnel;, 


Abſenting for a Month, 
If a Twelve-month or 
More, 
It any come not to the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's-Supper 
pace a Tear, * 


None fhall ſpeak or do any 
thing in Contempt of the 
moſt Holy Sacrament, 


Whoſovever ſhall diſturb the 
Church br Congregation per 
mitted, or miſule the Teacher, 

Proof by Two Witneſles 
before a Juſtice of Peace. 

Wholoever ſhail difturb any 
P;eacher allow'd in his open 
Sermon or Collation, or be 
procuring or abetting theres. 
unto, or ſhall Reſcue, Cc. 
any Offender, C&c. 

Accuſation mult be by Two 
Witneſſes, or Confeflion, 


Such as Meet or Afſemblc 
eut of their own Pariſh upon 
the Lord's-Day, for any Sports 
or Paſtim-s whatſoever; or 
fuch as ſhall uſe any Unlawful 
Exerciſe or Paſtime in their | 
ow: Paiiſh upon the Lord's | 


Oh. | 


t Eliz.c. 2. 


23 Eliz. 
Cap. I, 
3 Jac. C. 4. 


1E4.6.c.1.| 


I Car. Ef, Ts, 


PENALTIES. 


Twelve Pence for every 
Detault, to be levied by Dis 
ſtreſs; and for want of Di- 
ſtreſs, co be commitr:d to 


_ 


ſome Priton, until the ſame 
be paid. Vid. 14, 15. Q. 

Twenty Pound? per Month, 
or forfeiture of Two parts in 
Three ot their Eitates 

Their Names and Sirnames 
to be Preiented :. Forty Shil- 
lings Reward to ſuch as pre» 
ſeat them. 
By Oath of Two Lawful 
Witneſſes, by Three Jittices, 
Q-orum 1472. to be Bound over 
and Proſecuted in Seſſions, 

To find Sureties in 504. or 
committed ti!l next Quarter- 
Seflions, and on Conviction 
to Forteit 20 /. - 


| 4 : 

To be Committed by any 
Juſtice of the County to fafe 
Cuftody, and within fix days 
the ſaid Committing Juſtice, 
with ce otner Juſtice, (if 
the Oft:nder upon Examinas» 
tion ſha!li he found Guilty ) 
thi! Commit him to Gaol 
without Bail, £9c. for Three 
Months, and farther to the 
next Quarter-Seflions, ©. 

Three Shilliags and. Four 
Pence to the Poor, where, OG 
to be levied hy Diftreis and 
Sale, reſtoring the Nye: p.us, 
£5. and for want of Dittreſ(s, 
to' be tent to the Stocks for 
Three Hours ; but they nutt 


ve queitioneu.within 2 —_ 


th 


If any Corric:, Wagoner, 
Butcher, &c. with Horſe, 
Wain, or C:rt, or Drover with 
Cattle, jhall Travei upon the 
Lord's-Day by themſelves, or 
any other for then;, 


drrgwces. | 


t Statutes. * 


Tf any. Butcner, or any os 
ther for him, ſhall Kill oc Scl! 
any Victuals upvr. the Sync. y, * 

Two Witneſſes, View, cr | 
Confeflton, | 
If anv Shoe-Maker ſhall ; 
ſhew wi.a int-nt to Sell any 
Boots. Shoes, Wc, on the Sun- 


day, 


It -ny Peiſon of th: Age 
Ot Ig, iha!l on tit Lord's- 
ay, or any part taeewf, 5 
ary Worltiy Tab..iur, Bulineſs; 
or Wark, &.. except Works 


of Nect ity 410 Charty, { 
any Wares F;uit, Goods Ce. ; 


*it any Perſon ſhall Cry, 
Shew forth, or prit to Sale, 


except Milk iy, betore the 
Hours of Nine in the Morning, 
& after four in the .fternoon, 

No Drover, Horſe-Couifer, 
Wagoner, Butcher, Higier, or 
any of their Servants, ſhall 
Travel, or come to their Inns, 
on the Lerd': Day. 

No Perſon ſhall uſe to Tra- 


vel upon the Lord's-Day with 
any Boat, Wherry, Ec. ex- 


cept allow'd by one Juftice of 
Peace (ſo to do, 


By View, Confeflion, or 
one Witneſs, 


Laws 
and 


3 Car.c.1. 


3 Car. C. I, 


1 Fac. £.22. 


29 Car. 2. 


: Cap. 7. 


29 Car. 2. 


Cap. 7. 


29 Car. 2. 
cap. T. 


29 Car. 2, 
Cap. 7. 


PENALTIES. 


———— 


a. | 


Twenty Shillings for every 


| Offence, to be levied by Dis 


ſtreſs and Sale; to the Uſe of 
the Poor; 


He ſhall Forfeit Six Shil- 
lings and Eight Pence, if ques 
ſtiored within Six Months; 
to be Levied, Wc. or may be 
Sued for in Seffions, E5c, 

He ſhall Forteit the Value 
of every ſuch pair, and alſo 
Three Shilliogs and Four 
Pence for every Pair. 

He thall Forfeit Five Shilz 
lings for every Offence: 


He ſhall Forfeit the aid 
Wares, Fruit, Goods, £9, ta 
the Uſe of the Poor. 


The Forfeiture is Twenty 
Shillings for every Offence. 


The Forfeiture is Five Shil: 


| lings for every Offence. The 


Conviction upon the Statute 
muſt be before any Juſtice of 
the County, ©c. who ſhall 
give Warrant to the Conſta- 
bles, &c to Seize the Goods 
ſhewed, ©c. and to Levy the 


Forfeitures by Diſtreſs, £9c. 
A 2 Ehis 


OFFENCES. 


b—_— 


This Act extends not to 
drefling of Meat in Cooks- 
Shops, Inns, or Victualling- 
Houſes, for ſuch as otherwile 
cannot be provided ; nor to 
Hackney Coaches that are 

' Licenſed, 


= Dutnkenneſs, 


A Crime, from which the 
Ancient Britains were free, 
therefore the Laws againſt it 
are new. 

If any be Convicted for 
being Drunk, by One Witneſs, 
View, or Confeflion, and the 
Party confefling a good Wit- 
neſs againſt another Offending 
at the ſame time. 

If any Ale- Houſe-Keeper be 
Convicted of Drunkenneſs, he 
is diſabled for Three Years to 
keep any Ale-Houle. 

This Conviction of Drun- 
kenneſs muſt be within Six 
Months after the Offence 
committed, 

Inn-Keepers, Ale-Houſe- 
Keepers, or Victuallers, thac 
ſuff:r any of the ſame Pariſh 
to continue Tipling in their 
Houſes, 

One Witneſs, View, or Con- 

"feflion, and the Party con- 
fefling a good Witneſs againſt 
anviher Offeading at the 
lame time, 


Laws 
and 
Statutes. 


Co; 3 Inſtit. 


fol. 200, 
20T, 


4 Fac. C. 5. 
21 Faccc.7. 


7 Jac. c.1o. 


21 Fac\c. 7. 


I Fac. c.9. 
21 FC, C.7. 


PENALTIES. 


——  ___ — 


and for want of Diftreſs, to put 
the Offender in the Stocks 
for Two Hours: The Juſtice, 
£9c. may reward the Informer 
out of the Forfeitures, not 
exceeding the Third parr. 
Every Perſon _ be Im- 
peached upon this Act within 
Ten Days after rhe Offence. 


— 


The Offender for the firſt 
to pay Fire Shillings to the 
Church-Wardens, where, ©, 
within one Week after Con- 
viction, or elſe to be Levicd 
by Warrant, ©c. by Diftreſs 
and Sale; and for want of 
Diſtreſs, to fit in the Stocks 
{1x Hours. 


For the ſecond Offence, 
muſt be Bound in Ten Pounds, 
with TwoSureries tothe good 
Behaviour ; and for want of 
Sureties, to be ſent to Gaol. 

If the Conſtable levy not the 
Forfeitures, he Forfeits Ten 
Shillings to the Poor, ue ſupra. 

Ten Shillings to be Levied 
by Diſtreſs, and Sale after fix 
days ; and for want of Diftreſs, 
to he committed till Payment, 
and Diſabled for 3 Years from 
keeping any Ale-Houſe, &', 

It the Conſtable or Church- 
Warden do not Levy the Pe- 
na!ty, or ſhall not certifie the 
want of Diſtreſs within Twen- 
ty Days, he Forfeits Forty 
Shillings, to be levied by Di« 


| firels and Sale, ve ſupre, . 


3 Laws 


OFFENCES.| ad | PENALTIES. 
Statutes. 

If any Inn-Keeper, Ale- | 1Fac.cap.9. | Ten Shillings to be Levied 
Houſe-Keeper, Victualler, or | 21 Fac. C.7. | by Diſtreſs, and for want of 
' Taverner, ſuffer any Perſon | 1Car.cap.4- | SatisfaCtion, in fix days to be 
(whereſoever his Habitation ſold, reftoring the Overplus z 
be ) to continue Tipling in his and for want of Dift:<(s, to be 
Houſe, committed till Payment. 

Two Witneſſes, or View. 

Townſmen or others which | 4Fac.cap.5. | Three Shillings and Four 
ſhall remain Tipling in any | 21Fac. c.7. | Pence, to be Levied by Di- 
Inn, Ale-Houſe, or Victual- ſtreſs, after» one We: ks Neg- 
ling-Houſe, One Witneſs, lect of Payment 3 or to fit in 
View, or Confeffion, wt ſupra. the Stocks four tours, 

Conſtables ſhall be charged 1Car.cap.4- The Conſtable for his Neg= 
on their Oaths to preſent | 21Fac. c. 7. | 1<ct Forfcits Ten Shillings, ue 


Offences committed againſt | Da/x cap.7. | ſ"pra- 


theſe As. 

Thele Statutes do Prohibit 
all Quaffing, and Drinking of 
Healths, ſuch Houſes being 
ſolely appointed for the Ac- 
commodation of Travellers, 
«nd for the Relief of the Poor. 


—_—————_ 


Swearing & Curſing, 


Every ſuch Taverner, which 
ſhall (uffer any Perſon what- 
ſoever to Tiple in his Houſe, 
contrary to the (aid Statutes, 
ſhall be adjudged within the 
Statute, 1 Fac. Gap. 9. 


He ſhall forteit for every ſuch 
Offence, to the Ule of the Poor, the 
reſpective Sums tol'owing ; every 
Servant, Day-Labourer, common Sol- 
dier, and common $c.man, One 
Shil.ing; every other Perſon, Two 


Shillings : 4t any Perſon, 21.er Con» 
viction, {hall ottend a Secone ime, 
ſuch Perſon iLall pay Þcuble z ard if 
a Third time, Trebble the Sum re- 
ſpectively to be paid for the frft 


If any Perſon ſhall Pro- 
phanely Swear or Curſe in the 
Hearing of a Juftice of Peace, 
Mayor, &c. or be Convicted 


2174c.C.20 
3 Car. C. 4. 
17Car. Cc. 4. 
6, 7 Gulzel, 


of ſuch Swearing, by One 
Witneſs, or Confeſſion of the 
Party, 

Every Offence againft this 
ACt muſt be proved within 
Ten Days after the Offence 
Committed. 

Every Juſtice ſhall Regiſter, 
&-:, and 'certifie to the next 


Cap. 11. 


Offence, Every juitice, Head-Oricer, 
&c. may Command the Conttavles, 
&c, 10 Levy the fame by Dilfreſs: 
And tor v. aac of D:{trcls,the Ortencer 
being above the Age of SixteenYears, 
ſhall be fer iu the Socks, tor every 
lingle Gilence, ov» Hour ; tor any 
Number, at cne anc tie 1ume time, 
two Hours : It under Sixreen Years 
old, and ſpall not pay the fas Twelve 
pence, bc thal: oz whipp'd by the 
Conliable,by Waxrant of ihe ju!i:ce, 
Quarte:c*= 


— 


OFFENCES. 


— 


Quarter- Seſſions of Peace all 
Convictions made before 
him upon this Act, and the 
time of making thereof, and 
for what Offence. 


None ſhall in any Stage- 
Play, Shew, May-game, Inter- 
lude, or Pageant yeftingly or 
Prophanety ſpeak . or uſe the 
Holy Name ot Gud, Chrift Je- 
ſ{us,the Holy Gholt, orTrinity. 


Blaſphemy, 


Tf any Perſon, having been 
Educated in, or at any time 
having made Protefſion of the 
Ch:iſtian Religion, within 
this Realm, ſhall, by Writing, 
Printing, Teaching, or ad- 
viſed Speaking, deny any one 


of the Perſons mn tae Holy | 


Trinity to be God, or ſhall 
aſſert or majhtain the-e are 
more Gods than Oae, or ſhall 
deny the Chriſtian Religion 
to bc true, or the Holy Scri- 
ptures of the Old and New 
Teftament to he of Divine 
Authority, and ſhall upon In- 
diment or Information in 
any of His Majeſty's Courts at 
Weſtmi»ſter, or at the Afizes, 
be thereof Lawfully Con- 
victed by the Oath of Two or 
more credible Witneſſes, 

Note. This Statute puniſhes 
not the Ercor, but the Impu- 
dence of the Offender, 


Laws 
and 
Statutes. 


37ac. C.21, 


9 & Io, 


| Gultelm, 3. 


—_ 


PENALTIES. 


or by the Parent, Guardian, or Ma- 
{ter, in the Preſence of the Conltable. 
Every Jultice, or chief Magiſtrate, wil- ' 
tully omitting the Performing of his 
Duty, ſhall torteit Five Pounds, to 
be recovered by Attiori; The Act of 
the Sixth and Seventh of King 
WILLIAM: to be Read. four 
times in the Year, in all Churches 
and Chappels, under the pain of 
Twenty Shilling for Negle thereof, 
General Iſſue, &c. Treble Coſts, &c. 
On pain of Ten Pounds, to 
be divided between the King 
and the Proſecutor, to be re: 


covered by Action, &c. 


—._____ 


For the firſt Offence, ſhall be ad- 
judged incapable, and diſabled in Law 
ro #ll Intents and Purpoſes,to have ct 
injoy any Office or I[mployment Ec- 
cletiaftical, Civil, or Military, or any 
Part in them, or any Profit or Advang 
tage appertaining to them z and if at 
the Time of Conviction Poſleſt, &c. 
ſuch Office, Place, or Imployment, 
ſhall be void. 

On the ſecond Convi&ion, ſhall be 
diſabled to Sue, Profecute, Plead, or 
uſe any ARion or Information in any 
Court of Law or Equity ; or to be a 
Guatdian, or an Executor, or Admi- 
niſtrator, or capable of any Legacy, or 
Deed of, Sift, or, of any Otfice,Civil or 
Military, or Benehice Eccleſiaſtical; and 
ſhall ſuffet thre Years Impriſonment, 
without 'Bail, from the Time of the 
Conviction. 

The Information to a Juſtice of 

Peace, to be within four Days for 
Words, and the Proſecution within 
three Months after. 
To he diſcharged of the Penalties 
incurr'd by the firſt Conviction, 09 
Renunciation, in the ſame Court 
where Convited, within four Months 
after the Conviction, « 


Lewd 


OFFENCES. 


Leud and Oiſowerly 
Paactices. 


Keeping of Baudy-Houſes, 
09. is againſt the Law of God, 
on which our CommonLaw in 
this Caſe is grounded : There- 
fore the Keepers of Houſcs of 
Baudry and Incontinence, + 

Relorters and Frequenters 
of Baudy-Houſes, 

The Ordinary may puniſh In- 
continencyin their Clergy by Im- 
priſonment,at their ducretion, 

Adultery, Cc. and all Acts 
of Baudry, are Breaches of rhe 
Peace, +. -. 

If a Conſtable, {9c. has No- 
tice that a Womanis in Adul- 
tery, &c. with a Man, or that 
a Man or Woman of evil Fame 
is gone to a ſuſpected Houſe, 

One that hath leud Women 
found in his Houſe, common 


' Whore- Maſters, or Whores, 


Strangers, or others, that 
are ſuſpicious, that walk by 
Night, eſpecially if they haunr 
leud Houſes, or keep ill Com. 
pany, or commit Outragesg, 

Juſtices muſt do their Duty, 


Idlers that refuſe to Work, 
and Diſorderly Perſons, 
Wandring Rogues, Oc, 


If the Conſtable puniſh 
them not, 


Laws 
and 
Statutes. 


I Vent. 53. 
Co-3. Inſti. 
Cap. 98. 

I Hen. 7. 
fal. 6. 


1 Hen. 7. 
Cop. 4+ 


5 Co, 1 p*<. 
27 b. 


Cook 3 Inſt. 
Dal. f.224. 


4 Hen. 7. 
Cap. 12. 


7 Jac.cap.4. 
39Eltz.c.4. 
43E':3.c.2. 


39El7.C 4, 
| I 746.Cap.7. 


| 


! Two Juſtices, 


PENALTTES. 


Are to be Puniſhed, being 
a Common Nuſance, by In- * 


; dictment at Common Law, 


by Fine and Impriſonment. 


To be Bound with Sureties 
to the good Behaviour, 


_ For which an Indictment 
will lie. 


He may take Help with him, 
and if he find them ſo, he may 
carry them'to Priſon, or to a 
Juſtices to be Bound over an 
Profſecured, , 


To find ſifficient Surteties, 
for the Good Behaviour, 


On pain of being put out of 
Commiſſion, and other Puniſh- 


4 ment according to demerits. 


To be Committed ro the 
Honſe of Correction. | 
' Tobe Whipp'd, and ſent to 
the Place ot Birth ; or if that 
nat known, where laſt dwelt 
tor one Yer, or laſt paſſed. 


He Forteits Ten Shillings, to S 


be Levied by a Warrant from 
Such 


OFFENCES. 


Such as ſhall notApprehiend 


Rogues, E9c. being at their | 


Doois, Two Witneſſes, or 
_ Confeſſion, 

Every Conſtable, E5c. who 
does not puſh ſuch as are 
brought is him, 

Sac: as di'turb the Puniſh- 
ment of Rogues, &c. 


Officers remiſs in Punithing 


of Rogues, 5c. 


Such as run away, and leave 

their Charge upon the Parith, 

Such as threaten to run away, 
Two Witnefles, 


If any Woman ſhall have a 
Baftard Child which may be 
chargeable to the Pariſh, 


——— —_ 


Gaming. 


Keepers of Play-Houſes, & 
Unlawful Games, Upon View, 


. Officers ſhall ſearch every 
Month, 
Such as Play in ſuch Houſes, 
Upon View; 


Such Perſons deſcribed n | 


the Act as out of Chbriftmaſs, 
ſhall »lay at Unlawful Games 
any where within the Year, 
Fraud in Play or Betting, 
All Licenſes to keep Houles 
or Places of Unlawful Games, 
ſhall be void. 


| Laws 
and 
Statutes. 


1 Fac, C. 7. 


7 Jac. C. 4. 


33 Hen. 8, 
Cap. 9. 


16 Car. 2. 
cap. 7. 
 2,3P.09 M. 
Cap. 9. 


I Jac. c.7- 


—_— 


39Eli;. c.4. * 


PENALTIES, 


| Ten Shillings to be Levied, 
ut ſupra, 


Twenty Shillings to be Les 
vied, zt ſupra. 


Five Pounds to be Levied by 


; Diitreſs, and Bound to the 


Good Behaviour by Two Ju- 
ſtices, Quorum un. 

Ten Shillings to be Levied 
by Diſtreſs and Sale, ue /upra. 


_ To be Puniſhed as Rogues, 
C. 

To be ſent to the Houſe of 
Correction, or give Security 
to diſcharge the Pariſh. 

Houſe of Correction for 
One Year, to be ſent by Two 
Juftices, and Bound not to « 
Offend ſo again. 


Forty Shillings, and Im» 
priſonment until he become 
Bound by Recognizance to 
keep no more, 

Forty Shillings. 

Impriſonment until he be 
bound to play no more, and 
to pay 6s. 8d. to be recovered 


| in Quarter-Seſſions. 


Impriſonment, and bound 
to the King to play no more, 
Twenty Shillings by Indict- 
ment in Qzarter-Seſſions. 


| 


Forfeit the Treble Value, 
Treble Cofts. 
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